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LETTER I. 

To the Honourable 

HAMILTON BOYLE, 

Student of Ghrifl^Cburch College 
in OXFORD. 



My dear Hamilton, 

Want no motive to gratify 
your requeft of hearing often 
from me, elpecially as your 
letters always give me a par- 
ticular pleafure. I read them over not 
only with the fondnefs of a father, but 
with the afFcftion of a friend. They re- 
vive in my mind the agreeable hours 
which attend a ftudious life, in that 
elegant feat of the mufes, from whence 
they are dated. In fuch a fituation, 
amidft the beil authors, and In a free 
B 2 conver- 
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2 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

converfation with men of letters, you 
will be able to adorn your mind, and 
give it a ferene and a jui|; way of think- 
ing : And I fliall have the happinefs not 
only of feeing you forming yourfelf every 
day for public life, but rendered more 
capable of exerting your faculties, with 
dignity and advantage to your country, 
and with a rifing reputation to yourfelf. 

For my own part, early difappoint- 
jnents, the perplexed ftate of my affairs, 
indifferent health, and many other un- 
toward incidents, all contributed to make 
me, even in my earlieft part of life, too 
fond of retirement. Years have en- 
creafed the inclination, and time ra- 
ther confirms, than correfts the error ; 
however, I have not fuffered my mind 
to be totally inaftive ; but, by holding as 
litde connexion as poflible with the liv- 
ing, I have employed myfelf in converf- 
ing, and forming an acquaintance v^th 
the dead : and have from thence re- 
ceived more real fatisfa^ion and im- 
provement^ 
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ANt) WRITINGS OF Dr. SWlFT. j 
provement, than probably might have at- 
tended me, had I been direfted in the 
purfuit of fame, fortune, or ambition. 

I am much pleafcd that you approve 
of my obfervations on Pliny's letters. 
I engaged in, that work, with a defign 
of pointing out, to your brother, Lord 
Boyle, the amiable qualities of that 
elegant Roman. But I cannot reft fatif- 
fied, unlels I offer to you alfo Ibme pub- 
lic* token of my paternal affe6tion ; and 
therefore, I have lately been examining 
the works of Dr. Swift, with an in- 
tention of gathering materials for my 
future correfpondence with you : and 
here, my dear Hamilton, I dedicate to 
you thofe criticifms which have occurred 
to me ; and fhall mix with them fuch 
particulars of his life and charafler, as 
I flatter myfelf may tend at leaft to 
your entertainment, if not to your im- 
provement. 

Let me begin, by giving you a fhort 
but general view of Swift's chara6ter. 

B 3 He 
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4 REMARKS ON THE UFE 

He was in the dedine of life when I 
knew him. His friendAup was an 
honour to me ; and tq iay die trn^ I 
have even drawn advantage from his 
errors, I have beh^d him in all hu-* 
mours and difpoiitions, and I have formed 
various fpeculations from the feveral 
weakndles, to which I obferved him 
Hable. His capadty and ftrength c( 
mind were undoubtedly equal to any 
taik whatjeven His pride, hi$ ipirit,-Qr 
his ambition, call it by what name you 
pleafe, was boundlefs : but, his view$ 
w^e diedccd in his younger years -, and 
the anxiety of that difappointment had 
a vifibk effieft upon all his actions. He 
was ibur and feyere, but not abfolufeely 
ill-natured. He was fodable only to 
particular friends^ and to them only at 
particular hours. He knew pc^iteaefs 
more than he prafliied it. 'He was a 
mixture of avarice, and generofity : the 
former was frequently prevalent, the 
latter feldom appealed, unkfs excited 
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(by compaflkm. He was open to adu« 
lat3on> and could not, or would not di* 
itinguifli between low flattery, and juft 
ftp[dauie. His aUlities rendered him 
faperiour to envy. He was undiiguifed 
and perfectly iincere. I am induced to 
think, that he Altered into orders, niore 
from fome private and fixed rdblulioni 
than from abfolute choice : be that as it 
may, he performed the duties of thu 
church with great punduality^ and a 
decent degree of devotion* He read 
prayers rather in a ftrong nervous voices 
thmi in a graceful manner: afid dttho^ 
he has been often accufed of irreligii^) 
nothing of that kind appeu^ in hid 
converfation or behaviour. His cafl: of 
mind indiK3sd him to think and fpeak 
more of politics thaii of religion. His 
perpetual views were dirked , towards 
power : and his chief aim Was to be re^ 
moved into England ; but when he found 
himielf entirely di&ppointed, he turned 
his thoughts to oppolition, and hec^mi 
B 4 the 
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« . REMARKS ON THE LIFE ^ 
the patron of Ireland^ in which country 
he was bom. Here it may not be im-* 
proper to obferve to you, that many of 
his friends imagined him a native of 
England ; and many others, I know not 
whether to call them friends or enemies, 
were willing to fuppofe hinj the natural 
fon of Sir William Temple. Neither 
of thefe fa6ls is true. He Was born in 
Dublin^ November the thirtieth, in the 
year fixteen hundred and fixty feven, 
and was carried into England foon after 
his birth, by his nurfe, who being 
obliged to crofs the fea, and having a 
nude's fondnefs for the child at her 
breaft, conveyed him on fhip-board, 
without the knowledge of his mother 
or relations, and kept him with her at 
fFhitebaven in Cumberland, during her 
refidence three years at that place. This 
extraordinary event made his return feem 
as if he had been tranfplanted to Ireland, 
rather than that he had owed his origi- 
nal exiftence to that foil. But perhaps, 

he 
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AM) WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 7 
he taicitly hoped to infpire d^ecent na- 
ticms with a contention for his birth : at 
hsA in his angry moods> when he was 
peevifh, and jMOvoked'at the ingratitude 
of Ireland^ he was frequently heard to 
fay, "I am not of this vile country, I 
*' am an Englifhman/' Such an af- 
fertion, although meant figuratively, was 
often received literally : and the report 
was ftiH farther affifted by Mr. Pope, 
who in one of his letters has this ex- 
prellion, " Tho* one. or two of our 
**^ friends are gone, fince you faw your 
" native ^ country^ there remain a few*." 
5ut Dr. Swift, in his cooler hours, 
never denied his country : on the con- 
trary, he frequently mentioned, and 
pointed out the houife where he was 
born. The other fuggeftion concerning 
the illegitimacy of his birth is equally 
falie. Sir William Temple was em- 
ployed as a minifter abroad from the 

^Letter LXXX. Mr. Pope to Dr. Swift, 
March 23, 1736-7. 

year 
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|car fixteoi hundred and fixty-five, ta 
the year fixteen hundred aad kwatjf 
fiift at Bruffeht and afterwards at die 
H^ue, as you will find by his correfpon* 
dence with the Earl <^ Arttn^Wt and 
other minifters of ihite: fo that Dr» 
Swift's mother, who never 'cr<^Ied the 
&a, except from England to Ireland^ wal 
out of all poffibility of a perfonal corre^ 
4>ondence with Sir Wiljliam Tbmvle, 
till fame years after ho: fim's birthi, 

I have already mentioned to you the 
tsoBi place and date of Do^or Swift's 
nativity ; but the rules of iHographymake 
it necdOary to ^ve you fome account of 
his family. It ihall be as (bait as peb- 
ble ; fince, although his anceftors were 
perfons of very decent, and refmtable 
chara£ters, he him&lf has been the he«> 
raid to blazon the digmty of their coat. 
His grandfather was the Reverend Mr. 
Thomas Swift, Vicar of Goodridge near 
Rofs in Herefordjhire. He enjoyed, a pa- 
ternal effate in that County, which is 
' ^ ftiU. 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 9 
Aill in poficflkm of his great grandfi>n 
Dbane 8wift> Efq; He died in the year 
fiirtc^ hundred and fifty eight> leavii^ 
fix Ions, Godwin, Thomas, DRrnxv^ 
William, Jonathan and Adam. Two 
of them only, Godwin and Jonathan, 
left fons. The de&endants of Godwin 
are mentioned in Guillim's heraldry. 
Jonathan married Mrs. Abigail 
Erick of Leicefterjkire^ by whom he had 
one daughter and a fon. The daughter 
was born in the firft year of Mr. Swift's 
marriage •, but he lived not to fee the, 
birth of his fc»i % who was called Jona- 
than^ in memory of his father, and 
became afterwards the famous Dean of 
St. Patrick't. 

The greateft part of Mr. Jonathan 
Swift's income had depended npoa 
agencies, and other emplojnnents of that 
kind: fi> that liiaft of his fortune perifhed 
with him : and the remainder being the 

' Dodor Swift was born fome motiths after his 
fatlmr*s dtaO, 

only 
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10 REMARItS ON THE UFE 
only fupport that his widow could enjoy^ 
the care, tuition, and expence of her 
two cluldrai devolved upon her hulband's 
ddcr brother, Mr. Godwik Swift, vrhoi 
voluntarily became their guardian, and 
fupplied the lofs which they had* fuiltfined 
in a father. Mrs. Swift, about two 
years after her hufband's death, quitted 
Irelandy and retired to Leicefter^ the place 
of her nativity. 

The faculties of the mind appear and 
ihine forth at different ages in different 
men. The infancy of Doftor Swift 
pafled on without any marks of diflinc- 
tion. At fix years old he was fent to 
fchool at Kilkenny ; and about eight years 
afterwards he was entered a ihident of 
Trinity.GpUege in Dublin. He lived there 
in perfefi; regularity, and under an entire 
obedience to the flatutes : but the mo- 
rofenefs of his temper often rendered 
him very unacceptable to hisxpmpanions 5 
fo that he was little regarded, and lefs 
beloved. Nor were the academical exer- 

cifes 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr, SWIFT, i r 
cifes agreeable to his genius. He held 
logic and metaphyfics in the utmoft con- 
tempt ; and he fcarce confidered mathe- 
matics and natural philofophy, unlefs to 
turn them into ridicule. The ftudies 
which he followed were hiftoiy and poe- 
try. In-lhefe he made a great progrefs ; 
but to all other branches of fcience he 
had given fo very little application, that 
when he appeared as a candidate for the 
degree of Batchelor of Arts, he was fet 
afide on account of infufficiency. 

You will be furprifed at fiich an inci- 
dent in his life : but ' the faft was un- 
doubtedly true : and even at laft he ob- 
tained his admiffion fpeciali gratia:* a 
phrafe which in that Univerfity carries 
with it the utmoft marks of reproach. 
It is a kind of difhonourable degree, and 
the record of it, notwithftanding Dr. 
Swift's prefeht eftabliflied charafter 
throughout^the learned world, muft for 
ever remain againft him in the academical 
regifter at DuhHn, 

Ambi'. 
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It REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

Ambition, you will agree with me, 
cQuld fi:arce have met with a feyerer 
blow* Hercules found himfelf fet ailde 
for want of ftrength 5 or, if admitted 
among the wreftlcrs, admitted only by 
favour and indulgence ; yet ftill he muft 
be confdous, that he was Hercules. 
Difappointments, the earUer they hap- 
pen in life, the deeper impreflion they 
make upon the heart. Swift was full 
of indignation at the treatment which 
he had received in Ireland i and therefore 
refolved to purfue his ftudies at Oxford. 
However, that he might be admitted ad 
eundemy he was obliged to carry with 
him the T'ejiimtmium of his Degree. 

The txprtffion Jpeciali gratid is fo pe- 
culiar to the Univerfity of Dubliriy that 
when Mr. Swift exhibited his Teftimo- 
nial at Oxford^ the members of the 
Engtifi Univerfity concluded, that the 
Vf(xd& fpeciali gratid muft fi^nify a degree 
conferred in reward of extraordinary 
diligence, or learning. You may ima- 
gine. 
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gine, he did not try to undeceive them, 
fle was immediately admitted ad eundem^ 
and chofe to enter himfelf of Hart Hdllj 
now Hartford College^ where he conftantly 
refided (fome vifits to his mother at 
LeicefteTy and to Sir William Temple 
at Moore Park excepted) till he took his 
degree as Mailer of Arts, which, if I 
remember rightly, was in the year 
ninety one. 

Having attended my friend Swift 
thus £ar in his road of life, let me reft 
alitde before I proceed farther with him in 
die joumey, and let me defire you to 
keep this letter, as I intend that it 
{hall be followed hereafter by others of 
the fame fort, and relating to the fame 
perfon. 

Jam^ my deareft Hamilton^ 

your affeStionate Father 

ORRERY* 

LET- 



Digitized 



by Google 



14 REMAKKS ON THE LIFI '- 

n tc 

LETTER. II. 

IAm happy, my dear Hamilton, to 
find that the tafk, which I have un-. 
dertaken of placmg together feme me- 
moirs of Dr. Swift's life, will be an 
acceptable prcfent to you. In my laft 
letter, you may remember, that I con- 
duced Dr. Swift from his birth, in 
the year fixteen hundred and fixty feven, 
to his taking his degree of Matter of 
Arts at OxforJy in the year fixteen liun- 
djed and ninety one. Curiofity may in- 
duce you to know, in what manner he 
could fubfift, or by what channel the 
fprings of his revenue were fupplied, at 
a time when both kingdoms, but parti- 
cularly Ireland^ were in great confufion. 
You will almoft tremble for him, when 
I tell you, that in the year of the 
Revolution, his unde Godwin Swift 
had fallen into a kbd of lethargy, or 

. dotage, 
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ID WRITINGS OF i3R/SWIFt. tg 
^ Ji^\fi^ which deprived him by degrees 
. ^ ;is fpeech and memory ^ and rendered 
' him totally incapable of being of the 
I leaft fervice to his family and friends. 
But, in the midit of this diftrefsful iitip- 
ation> as if it was ordained, that: no 
incident ihould bereave mankind of fuch 
a genius^ Sir William Temple (whofe 
Lady was related to Dn Swift's nio^ 
ther) mpft generoufly ftept in to his 
ailiftance, and avowedly fupported his 
education at the Univerfity of Oxford. 
Afts of generofity feldom meet with their 
juft applaufe : Sir William Temple's 
friendfliip was immediately conftrued td 
proceed from a confcioufnefs, that he 
was the real father of Mr. Swift^ 
otherwife it was thought impoflible, that 
he could be fo uncommonly munificent 
to a young man, no ways i*elated to 
him, and but dift^tly related to his 
wife. I am not quite certain, that 
Swift himfelf did not acquiefce in the 
calumny. Perhaps, like Alexande*, 
. C he 



Digitized 



by Google 



i6 REMARKS ON THE UFB 
he thought the natural foa of JirpiTBm 
would appear greater thaa the Icptima^ 
&n of Philip. 

But I muft.not omit to tett you, diat 
aaoother of his fiather's brothers^ Wil- 
juiAM Sw)FT> afltfted him vAim at Ox- 
y^i) by repeated a£is of ftiendft^ and 
a;flSe£Hock I hare a letter now before 
me> whkh, tho' torn, and in^mrfeft in 
fireral f^es^ fhevirs his gratotude and 
devadon to the uncle^ whom I have )iift 
now mendonedv and yAiom he caHs the 
k^ of bis rdaiidm. I wiA tramfcribe this 
epiflx>lar]r fragment, fince at leaft it is lb 
br cmious^ as it gives us a fpecimen of 
Swift's manner of wrirttng and think- 
ings at that period of Ids life. 

Moore Park, N^v. 2^ 1692. 
SIR, 

K/fTJ^r told mey you was f leafed (when 

Jhe was here) to wonder y I did fo feU 

4om write to you. I been 

fo kind, to impute it neither to ill mann, 

:• i ^. . refpeSi. 
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refpeSt. I always 

tbmtgk that fugiciertt Jrom me^ ivbo 

has always been ha too trouUefome to ymi 

iefides linew your oDerfion to impertmencei 

OMd God knows Jo very private a Itfe as mine 

sanfumijb a letter with little eife: fort 

rften am, two or three months without Jeeing 

any body befides the family 'j and now my fflef 

i^g^i I Mi likely to be more folitary tban^ 

before i I amftill to thank you for your care 

in my Teftimonium, and it was to very good 

furpofe ; for 1 never was more fatisfied than 

in the behaviour^ the Vniverfity of Oxford 

fo me. I had all the civilities I could wijk 

for^ andfo many favours^ that 

I dm i^amed to have been more obliged ifi a 

few weeks to gangers y than ever I was in 

feven years to Dublin College. I am not to 

take orders till the King gives me a Preben-^ 

dary: and Sir William Temple, thd 

he promifes me the certainty ofit, yet is lefs 

forward than I could wijh ; becaufcy Ifap* 

fofcy be believes IfoaU leave himl and upon 

fome accounts^ heJhinks me a Rttle necejary 

C 2 ft 
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to bim If I were 

entertainment^ or doing you any 
fatisfaSlion by my letters^ I Jhould be *oery 
glad to perform it that way^ as I am bound 
to do it by all others. I am forry my for-^ 
tune Jhould fling me fo far from the befi of 
my relations^ but hope that I pall have the 
happinefs to fee you fome time or other. Pray 
my humble fervice to my good aunt^ and the 
reft of my relations^ if you pleafe. 

You do not fee in thefe few lines, the 
leaft fymptoms of that peculiar turn of 
phrafe, which afterwards appeared in all 
his writings, even in his moft trifling 
letters. Neither his learning, nor his 
genius were yet arrived to any degree 
of ripenefs. Or perhaps the letter was 
rather the eflfeft of duty than inclina- 
tion ; and in that cafe, the ftyle of it 
muft be elaborate, and void of all free- 
dom and vivacity. It is dated from Moore, 
Parky near Farnham in Surry y where Sir 
Wij^LiAM Temple then refided. 

Swift, 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 19. 

Swift, as foon as he had quitted the 
Univerfity of Oxford^ lived with §ir Wil- 
XI AM Temple as his friend, and domef- 
tic companion. When he had been 
about two years at Moote Parky he con- 
trafled a very long and dangerous illne& 
by eating an immoderate quantity of 
fruit. To this furfeit I have often heard him, 
afcribe that giddinefs in his head, which 
with intermifEons fometimes of a longer, 
and fometimes of a Ihorter continuance, 
jpurfued him, till it feemed to compleat 
its,conqueft, by rendering him the. exaft 
image of one of his own ^truISruggs^ 
a mifeiable fpeftacle, devoid of every 
appearance of human nature, except the 
outward form. 

In compliance to the advice of his 
phyiicians, when he was fufficiently re- 
covered to travel, he went into Ireiand, 
to try the effedts of his native air : and 
he found fo much. benefit by the journey, 
that in compliance to his own inclina- 
tions, he foon returned into Englfnd^ and 
C 3 was 
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was i^ain in<^ affe^onately recdvcd by 
Sir William Tbmple, who had now 
left Moore Parkt and was fettled at Sbeine, 
where he was often vifited by kmg Wil- 
liam. Here Swift had ftequoit <^ 
portunities of converfing wi^ that 
Piince ; *m fome of which converfations, 
the King offered to make him a capttdn 
of horjfe : an offer, which, in frenetic 
difpditions, he always Teemed forry to 
have refufed ; but at that time, he had 
refolved, within his own mind, to take 
wders i and during his whole Ufe, his 
refolutions, like the decrees of fate, were 
immoveable. Thus determined he again 
went over into Jreland, and immediately 
enlifted himfelf under the banner of the 
Oiurch. He was recommended by Sir 
William Temple to Lord Capel, then 
Ix)rd Deputy, who gave Win the firft 
vacancy, ^ prebend, rtf which the income 
was about an hundred pounds a year. 
Swift fbon ^w weary of this prrftr- 
m«Qt : it wa$ not (Ufficioitly ceniidera^ 

We, 
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AND WRITINGS OF Diu SWIFT, lit 
Ue, and was at fo great a diffamce from 
the metiopolis, diat k abfohitdy de« 
{lived him of that kind of conveiia* 
don and fociety, in i^^Hhich he delighted. 
He ^ad been ofed to very dtfiferent fcenei 
in Engimd, and had aatundly an averfion 
to foiitude and retincBiem. He was glad 
therefore to refi^ hit {ifdiend in &•• 
vour of a friend, and to return to 
Sheene, where he lived domeftically as 
VitvaXt till the death of Sir William 
TsMfLB, who, befides a legacy in oKmey, 
left to him the care and 'tSK&, ic^ pub» 
lifhii^ his pofihufiaoas vroilcs. 

As during my friend Swift's reft- 
dence with Sir William ITsmi^ls he 
became intimately acquainted with a 
Lady, whom he has diiHngtdfhed, Md 
often celebrated in his works, undor ihs 
name of Stella ; I cannot tMnk, my 
Ham, that it will be improper to give 
you at once her hiftory, aMioiigh, ao* 
cording to the niks of biography, I 
ought perhaps to have <ielayed the ac^ 

C 4 count. 



Digitized 



by Google . 



%t . REMARKS ON THE LIFE ^ 
count; till we arrived at that period of 
his life, when he married her : but as I 
may have occaiion to fpeak of her in 
Various parts of Swift's works, and as 
his manner of living with her will (hew 
you, how much he deviated £rom the 
common order of men, I fhall fill up the 
refl: of my letter with her extraordinary 
ftory, 

Stella's real name was Johnson. 
She was the daughter of Sir William , 
Tbmplb's fteward, and the concealed, t 
but undoubted wife of Dr. Swift.;- 
Sir William ^Temple bequeathed her 
ht his will one thoufand pounds, as an 
acknowledgment of her father's faithfiil 
fbrvices. I caxmot tell how long flie 
remained in Englandy or whether ihe 
made more journies than one to Ireland 
after Sir William Temple's . death j 
but, if my: infoi-naations are right, flie 
was married to Dr. Swift in the year 
Ibventeen hundred and fixtcen, by Dr. 
Aspf £, then bifhop of Ckgben j 

Steli,a 
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Stella was a moft amiable woman, 
in mind/ and perfon. She had an ele- 
vated • underftanding, with aU the de- 
licacy and fbftnefe of her fex. Her 
voice, however fweet in itfelf,. was ftiU 
rendered more harmonious by what flie 
fkid. Her wit was poignant without 
fev*rity. Her manners were humane, 
polite, eafy, and unreferved. Where^ 
ever flie came /he attracted attention 
and ef^eem. As virtue was her guide in 
morality,' finccirity was her guide in re- 
ligion. She was conftant, but not often- 
tatious in her devotions. She was re- 
markably prudent in her converfation. 
She had great fkiU in mufic, and was 
perfeftly well veried in all the lefler arts 
that employ a lady's leifure. Her wit 
allowed her a fund of perpetual chear- 
fulnefs : her prudence kept that chear- 
fulnefs within proper limits. She ex- 
a6tiy anfwered the defcription of Pe- 
nelope in Homer, 

A 
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A "woman hoelieji if the kvely iind^ 
In body perfed^ and compkat in mind. 

Such was Stella ; yet widi all dide 
accomplifliments fhe never could pievail 
upon Dr. Swift to acknowledge iier 
openly as his wife. A great genius muft 
tread in unbeaten paths, and deviate 
£rom the common road of life : otfaor- 
wife) (iirely a diamond of fo much luftre 
might have been publicly produced, al- 
though it had been fixed widiin the 
collet of matrimony : but the flaw, 
which in Dr. Swift's eye reduced the 
value of fiich a jewel, was the ienrile 
ftate of her fadier, who, as I £ud be- 
fore, had been a' menial fervant to 
Sir William Tbmpl£« Ambition and 
pride will, at any time, conquer reaibn 
and juAice ; and eadi lai^ degree of 
j»ide^ like the larger fifhes of prey^ will 
devour all the kfs: thus the vanity of 
boafting of fuch a wife was fiipprdled by 
the greater vanity of keeping free fnom 
t low alliance* 

Dr- 
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T>r. Swift and Mrs. Johnson con- 
tinued the fiune oeoonomy of life after 
mania^, whidi they had purfiied before 
it. They lived in ieparate houfes $ he 
remaining 9t the deanery, (he; in lodg- 
ings at a diftanoe from him, and on the 
other fide of the river Lij^* Nothing 
appealed in thdr behaviour inconfiftoit 
with decorum, or beyond the limits 
of platcmic love. They converfed like 
friends ; Imt they induftrioufly took care 
to fummcHi witndRs of their converia- 
ti<Hi : a*ruk to which they adhered ib 
jftriftly, that it would be difficult, if not 
impdiible, to prove they had evar bewi 
together without* ftmie third pedbn. 

A conduct fo extracwrdinary in itfelf 
always gives room fw: various coibments 
and reflexions : but, however unaccount- 
able this rmunciation of marriage rites 
might appear to the Wwld, it cer- 
tainly arofe not from any confcioufiiefi 
of too near a omfanguinity between 
him and Mrs. Johnson, although the 

gene- 



Digitized 



by Google 



t6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE \ 
jgeneral voice of fame was willing to 
make them both the natural children 
of Sir William Temple. I am per- 
fuaded, that Dr, Swift was not of that 
opinion -, becaufe, the fame falfe pride 
that induced him to deny the legitimate 
daughter of an obfcure fervant, might 
have prompted him to own the natural 
daughter of fo eminent a man as Sir 
William Temple. There are aftions 
of which the true fources. will. never be 
difcovered. This perhaps is one. I have 
told you the fa61:, in the manner I, have 
received it from feveral of Swift's friends 
and relations y and I muft leave you to 
make your own obfervatlons upon it. 

You may imagine, that a woman of 
Stella's delicacy muft repine at fuch 
an extraordinary fituation. The out- 
ward honours, which ftie received, are as 
frequently beftowed upon a miftrefs, as 
a wife. She was abfolutely virtuous; and 
yet was obliged to fubmit to all the appear- 
ances of vice, except in the prefence of thof^ 

few 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr- SWIFT. 17 
few people, who were witneffes of the cau- 
tious manner in which (he lived with her 
hufband, who fcomed, my Hamilton, 
even to be married like any other man. 

Inward anxiety affe6):ed by decrees the 
calmnefs of her mind, and the ftrength 
of her body. She begaii to decline in 
her health in the year feventeen hundred 
and twenty four 5 and from the firft 
fymptoms of decay, fhe rather haftened, 
than ihrunk back in the defcent ; tacitly 
pleafed to find her footfleps tending to 
that place, where they neither marry^ nor 
are given in marriage. She died towards 
the end of January^ feventeen hundred 
and twenty feven, or dght, abfolutdy 
deftroyed by the peculiarity of her fate : 
a fatie, which perhaps (he could not have 
incurred by an alliance with any other 
perfon in the world. 

My paper> my time, and every circum- 
ftance, put me in mind of affiiring you^ 
my dear Hamilton, that I am 

Tour maji affeSionate Father . 
ORRERY. 



Digitized 



by Google 



9» REMARKS Gti THE LIFE 



LETTER III. 

I Join with yoxt cntirdy in tkinking 
Stblla one of the moft unfortunate 
of her iex« Her catafbrophe was iiidi 
as might Inre drawn pity ffOM a hrtaft 
kfs foicepttUe of that pa^n than yotirs. 
liqurioustrcatment, di&ppointed iove> a 
long lingering iUne6, were all circran* 
fiances of the mdancholy kind* Be 
not &irpri2ed> my Hamilton, when 
I tell yoii> that he never fpoke of her 
without a fig^ : for fuch is the perverf- 
ne& of human nature^ that we bewail 
thoTe perfens dead, whom we treated 
cruelly when Hvix^. BxA^ I am making 
reflexions, when I intended to write me- 
moirs. Let us return to Swift. 

Upon the death of Sir WiItLiam 
Temple he came to London^ and took 
the earlieft opportunity of delivering a 
petition to King William, under the 

claim 
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dMDEi. <^ a fttooiiie made t^'lusMaj^ 
to Sir WiuiAM TsDiPLE, <' That Mr. 
" Swift fliottld have the firft vacancy, 
*< w^ch nu^t h^poi asaoag ^ pre- 
*< beads of W^minfier^ or Canttrhurf^ 
The proiiaifes of Ui^ are often a load 
ol chaff, vrhkh the brc^ of a nunifttf 
IMk)wetib» and featteeedi awaj from ^ 
face of a court The petition had no 
died. Vl Was either totally forgocten> or 
drowned amidft the chunoiurs of mcMre 
wgjsnt dsdms. From this &:ft ^^p» 
.pou^mient» atay probsMy be dated that 
luttemefs towards luags and courtiers, 
nduch is to» be fovoui £> i»avexiiiUy da£> 
per&d throttg^ut hi» works. 

After a long and £raitle& attendamee 
aft WUtebgUy Swxrr rdu£bmtly gave vp 
all thoughts of a fbttteaient inr Ef^^md^ 
He had dedicated SarVfiuziAM Tkmplb's 
works tx> the King. The de^catioawas 
ns^e&xd, nor c&i lis Majefty take the 
leaft nodce of hint after Sir William 
TBMFLsf& deadi. What then was to be 

done? 
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done ? honour, or to ufe a properer word; 
pridCj hindered hiiti from ftaying long in 
a ftatc of fervility and conteilipt. He 
complied therefore with an irtvitatiori 
from the Earl of Berkley (appointed 
one of the Lord Juftices in Ireland) to at-- 
tend him as his chaplain and private fe-« 
cretary. Lord Berkley landed near 
JFaterford'y and Mr. Swift afted as fc^ 
cretary during the whole journey to Z>»3- 
tin. But another of Lord Berkley's at-* 
tendants, whofe name was BtJSH^ had, by 
this time, infinuated himfelf into the Earl's 
favour, and had ivhifpered to his Lord* 
fhip, that the poft of fecretary was no^ 
proper for a clergyman, to whom only! 
church preferments could be fiiitablc or 
advantageous. Lord Berkley liftened 
perhaps too attentively to theie infinua* 
tions, and making fome flight apology 
to Mr. Swift divefted him of that of- 
fice, and befl:owed it upon Mr. Bush. 
Here again was another difappointment, 
and a frefli obje^ of indignation. The 

treat- 
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treatment was thou^t injurious, and 
S^iPT cxpicfled his ieniibility of it in a 
/hort> but iatirical copy of verfes entitled 
Tie Difcoviry. 

However, during the government of 
the Earls of Berkley and Gal way, 
who were jointly L<M:ds Juftices of h^tlani^ 
two livings, LaracorTpdiJRatbieggan, were 
beftpwed upon Mr^ Swift. The firft of 
thde re6l:orie$ was worth about two hun.« 
dred, ^d the latter about iixty pounds a 
year 5 and they were the only church pre* 
figments that he enjoyed, till he was ap* 
pointed Dean of St. Patrifi^s, in the year 
feventeen hundred and thirteen. 

As ibon as he had taken pqfleflion of 
his two livings, he went to refide at La^ 
racoTy and gave public notice to his pa* 
riihioners, that he would read prayers on 
every Wednefday and Friday. Upon 
the fubfequent WednefiJay the bell was 
rung, and the Re£lor att^ided in his 
ddk, when alter having fat fome time» 
and finding the congregation to confift 
D only 
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only of boB^lf, i^ his etark &oe&it; 
he l^egam with gitat oimpofi^ 
vity, biit With a turn peculiar to \xa)cMSy 
** Dearly beloved Roger, ^ ffripturie 
^< fnavOk you and m^ in fuvd^f- fiaces'* 
And then proceeded »gulai?ly: tkx>ugh 
the whok fervice;^ X mention thtMrifling 
circoQift^ilce, only-te Iftiew yQt^ dfiat he 
coukl not refift a vein of boniaiir) >f«hen- 
eaer he had ah oppMtuD^ <dem^% k. 
^ As I have givto ybu a pdjrdtti^ 
of l^iis homotir, lee me pvt ydu-a ^artiicur 
lar inftanos of his ptide; e^edaHy as it 
comes in prop^ly encmgh in pobit o^ time. 
Whilft SwiRT was chs^lam to LoFii 
Berkley, his c»i]y lifter, by t^e ccoilent 
^jid approbation of h^r uii^ks and rda- 
tiojris, was married to a m^n in trade^ 
whoie fortune, chara6ler, and fituation 
-wi^e efteemed, by all her friel^s, fuitabk \ 
for her in evefy refpeft. Bttt^, the^ niar- : 
riage was entirely difegreeable to her 
brother. It feejned to interrupt thofe 
aitibilious ybws,. which he h^ long ikice 

formed: 
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fixrmed : He grew outragious at dw 
thoughts of bdng brother-in-law to ^ 
tradefman. He utt^fy refufed all recon-* 
cation with his fifter, nor would he 
even liften to the entreaties of his mother^ 
who came over to Ireland^ under the 
fir^igefl hopes of pacifying his anger, 
having, in every other inftance, found hint 
a dutiful and an obedient hn : but his 
pride was not to be conquered i and Mrs, 
S^^iFT finding her fon inflexible, haftcned 
back to Leicejier^ whore ihe continued tiH 
\ikx death. 

During h}» mother's life tittie he 
Icarce ever failed to pay her ad annual 
vifit But his manner of tf avdling was 
M fingular as any other of his a6tions« 
He often went in a waggon, but more 
frequently walked from Holyhead to Lei^ 
c^fter^ London^ or any othor part of Eng^ 
land. He generally chofe to dine widi 
^Aggoners^^ hoftfers, and pcrfbns of that 
rank; and he i^d to lye at night in houfes 
where he found written over the door 
D gt Lodghgs 
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34 REMARKS ON THE LIFE ^ 
Lodgings for a penny. He delighted ill 
icenes of low life. The vulgar dia]e6t was 
not only a fund of humour for him, but 
I verily believe was acceptaUe to his na- 
ture 5 otherwife I know not how to ac- 
count for the many filthy ideas, and in-* 
decent expreflions (I mean indecent in 
point of cleanlineis and delicacy) that will 
be found throughout his works. 
. I need not tell you, that a ftrift refi- 
dence at Laracor was not in the leaft 
fuitable to his difpofition* He was per- 
petually making excurfions not only to 
Dubliny and other parts of Ireland^ but 
into England J efpecially to X(?«J(W. / So 
rambling a difpofition occafioned to him 
a conliderablc lofs. The rich deanery of 
Derry became vacant at this time, and^ 
was intended for him by Lord Berkley, 
if Dr. King, then Biftiop of Derry ^ 
and afterwards Archbifhop of Dublin^ 
had not interpofed i entreating with great 
eameftnefs, that the deanery might be; 
given to fome grave and elderly Di- 
vine, 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT, 35 
vine,' rather than to fo young a man ; 
<< becaufe (added the Bifhop) the fituation 
*' of Derry is in the midft of preibyte* 
'< nans, and I fhould be glad of a der- 
" gyman, who would be of afliftance 
** to me. I have no obje£lion to Mr. 
*' Swift. I knqw him to be a ^rightly 
" ingenious young man, but inftead of 
** refiding, I dare fay, he will be eternally 
** flying backwards and forwards to Lm^ 
" Jon; and th^efore I entreat, that he may 
** be provided for in fome other place.'* 

Swift was accordingly let afide on 
account of youth-, but, as if his ftars had 
deftined to him a parallel revenge, he 
lived to fee the Biftiop of Derry after- 
wards fet afide oh account of age. That 
Prelate had been Archbifhop of Dublin 
many years, and had been long celebrated 
for his wit and learning, when Dn 
LiNDSEY, the Primate of Ireland, died. 
Upon his death Archbifhop King imme- 
diately made claim to the Primacy, as a 
preferment to wluch he had a right from 

D 3 his 
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his ftadoo in the fee of DubUny and 

from his acknowkdgol charafter in the 

diurch. Ndther o£ thefe' pretenfions 

were prevalentt He was looked iip<m as 

1^ far advanced in years to be removed* 

The reafon alkdged was as mortifying as 

the refu&l itfelf : but the Archbifhop had 

no opportunity of (hewing his refentment, 

except to the new Primate Dr. BolteRi 

whom he received at his own houie, and 

sn his dining parlour, without rifing from 

his chair ; and to whom he made an 

l^logy, by feying, in his ufual ftrain of 

vdt, and with his ufual fncering counte.* 

^ nance. My Lord, I am certain your 

*' Grace will forgive me, becaufe, Tm 

^ khowy lam too old to rife J* 

In the year 170 1, Swift took his 
Do£)x>r's degree, and towards the latter 
end of Ihat year, or according to our 
ahford way of reckoning, in the year 
i7fi, King William died, Qjjeeri 
Ann's reign will open a new fcene, and 
wiH probably afford me materials for mor^ 

letters 
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Ifcttors tiian eiie. Tlk more iSat better, 
when in each of them I can aflnre you, 
tl^at your behaviour, as well as iny own 
inclin^ong, dblige tt^ to be 

Tour affeSionate Father 

O-kRERY. 

L fe T t E R, IV, 

Ui> O N the death of Kmg WiLLiAM, 
andf the acceffion of Queen Ann, 
t)r. Swift came mto England. It cannot 
be denied, that the chief minifters of 
that Qj^n, whether diftinguiihed under 
the titles of Whigs or Tories, of High 
Church or of Low Church, were, from 
the begphning to the end o^ her reign, 
chcouragers of learning, and patrons of 
learned men. The wits and poets of that 
«ra Wgre numerous and eminent, Amidft 
^ D 4 the 
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the croud, yet ihining above the reft,* 

appeared Dr. Swift. ' 

Ipfe ante alios pukberrimus omnes 
Jnfertfefocium Mneas^ atque agminajungit. 

It will be impofCble, in mentioning 
the reign of this Princefi, or in writing 
memoirs of Dr. Swift, to avoid the fre- 
quent ufe of thofe cant words Whig and 
Tory, " two creaturesy lays a modem 
" author, • who are torn with a fecret an-' 
** tipatby to each other ^ and engage as na^ 
** turally when they meety as the elephant 
«* and rhinoceros** In a mixture of thefc 
two jarring animals cpniifted the firft 
jniniftry of Qgcen Ann j but the greater 
fliare of the adminiftration was com- 
mitted to the Whigs, who, with inde- 
fatigable induftry, foon engrofled the 
whole ; enclofing their Sovereign within 
tlieir own fortifications, and keeping 
her captive within their own walls. The 
Queen, whofe heart was naturally in- 

, • SccthcSpcftator, No*50. 
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dined toward the Tories, remained an 
unwilling priibner feveral years to the 
Whigs ; till Mr. Harley, with a tory 
army, undermined all the whiggifli for- 
treffes, levelled their works to the ground, 
ieized their Princefs, and during the re- 
mainder of her life, furrounded, and de- 
fended her with a new let of troops under 
the command of the Duke of OrmondI 

Dr. Swift was i&iown to the great 
men of each denomination ; and although 
he ibon attached himfelf openly to the 
Tories, it is certain he had been bred 
up^ and educated with Whigs } at 
kafl: with fuch, who, in the Leidcon of 
Party, may be found ranged under that 
title. His motives for quitting the lowor 
vallies of Whiggifin for the hi^ier n^ 
gions of Toryifm, appear throu^out his 
works. The perfons who had now figna^ 
lized themielves as Whigs, had renounced 
tiiofe principles by which the old Whigi 
were denoted, and had embraced &venl 
of thofe tenets of which tiidbr focefathen 

had 
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bad (^er a real, or a pretended^ abhor-. 
fetee« The^eds of power and aaibiti^Ei 
are extraoitlinary and boundlefs. Th^ 
btidd our facidtied, they fta^;er oiir refe* 
lotion, and they fubvert our nature. Not 
«fi ^ metamorphofes of Ovid can pro-^ 
dvtce a parallel equal to the change that 
appears in the fame man, when from a 
Patriot he becomes a Courtier : yet it may 
be aflerted, and will redound to the ho- 
nour of Dr. Swift, that when he rofe 
snito the confidence and efteem of thofe 
gpeaft men, who filt at the helm of affairs 
during the laft years of Queen Ann's 
toign, he fearce ever loft^ himfelf, or 
p«w giddy by the j^emtude of power, 
md the exallsd ftation of frequently ap- 
pearing in ^ confidence and favour of 
the reigmng minifter. He may have 
been carried away by inconfiderate paf- 
.fim; but he was not to be fwayed by 
dstt^efate evil^ He may have erred in 
Indg^nfot ; but he Was u^ight in in* 
tBoBolK The Vvelfar* and pfofperity 

^ of 
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pi thdfe kkigdmofi tfere the conftant 
aim of his politics, and the immediate 
fubjeft of !4s thoHghtS and Vfitiflgs^ 
But, as HAMLEt iays, ** Somiething too 
« much of thi^." Let US continue there^ 
fore to trace the fobtfteps of his life ; in 
whichi &arce any eircumftaii€« can be 
found material* from the year feventeea 
hundred arid two, till the change of the 
miniftry in the year fevtnteen httrtdred 
and ten. During this hitervai, he had 
worked hard widiift thofe fubtcrraneolis 
paffages, where, as has been hinted be* 
fore, the mine was formed that ble# 
^ up the whiggifh ramparts, and opened 
a way for the Tories to the Qj^^n, 
Swift was to the Tories, what Casar 
was to the Romans, at once a leader of 
their armies, and an hifloriographer of 
their triumphs. He refided very much 
in England : his inclinations were always 
there. His intimacy with Lord Oxford 
commenced, as far as may be deduced 
from his works, in QStoher 1709. In » 

poien) 
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poem written in the year 1713} hefays^ 

*JV« (let mej$e) three years and more 
(Odtober next it will be four) 
Since HaRJLEV bid meforft attendy 
jindebofe me for an bumble friend. 

And again iii another poem wiitten in 
the Ijpne year. 

My Lord would carry on the jejl. 
And down to Windibr take bis gueji. 
Swift ^ much admires the place and air^ 
And longs to be m Canon there. 
A Canon I tbafs a place too mean i 
No^ DoSiory youjhall be a Dean. 

By this laft quotation, and by numr 
berlefs other inftances in his works, it 
feems undeniable that a fettlement in 
England was the unvaried object of Dr. 
Swift's ambition : fb thst his promotion 
to a deanery in Ireland was rather a difap* 
pointment than a reward. In « letter to 
Mr. Gay, he fays, " ^e befi^ andgreatejl 
•• part ofwf life^ until thefe lajl eight years^ 
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" J ^ent in England, ^bere I made my 
^^ friendjhip^ and there I left Wf defires. I 
*^ am cmdemned for ever to another cwn^ 
" try : V* and in anfwcr to a ktter fit^m 
Mr. Pop£> who had offered in£en{etohim» 
as to a tutelar f^t in a ftate of fepacaliony 
he writes thus. ^< Tou are an ill catholic^ 
•* or a worfe geographer > for I can affure 
'^ ym^ Ireland li n§t paradifoi and lapped 
^' even to a Spanijb divine^ nihetber addreffei 
«c \4iffgre ever made to afoiendin hellorpurga-^ 
y^ tory ?^'\ I fhall cite no other quotations ; 
but you will find in his letter^ many ex- 
preffions to the fame purport. 

Among the various branches, into 
wluch Swift's expanfive genius fpread 
idelf, thofe peculiar talents of levelling his 
writings to the lowed, and fuftcdning their 
dignity to the higheft capacity, were pro- 
bably the original motives that attra£led 
the Earl of Oxford's friendfhip to him. 
In the; year 1709, the charafter of Dr. 
Swift, as an author, was perfe6tiy efta- 
•Letter 5. Vol 7. ^Letter4.VoI.7. 

blifhed: 
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^sihod : he liad fhbim abilitws equal td 
thoie attaibuted bjr Homca to Ulyssbs : 
ktjeould a]^pear abeggar among beggarsi 
and a king among kifigs% 
, FVotn die year 1710, to^elateft po« 
nod of Queen Ann> we 6md him fight* 
ing on tiie fide of the itynMieft, and 
maintaining their c^ui^ in pamphlets^ 
poenig, and ipv^^ddy papers. In one c£ his 
letttiv So Mr. I^oF'B, he h^stif^expttffion, 
^^ / Iupd0 cmwrfod in fme freedom mib 
•* more tni^tiflirs rf fisU^ $f aH pqrtieSj 
^< tb^ d^lfy happens U men ef my k^t\ 
<* and I confefiy in their capaeitf as mi-^ 
^^ nifterh I^^lbek upon them as a race ofpeo^ 
<< pk whq/i ofiquaintanfe no man "would eourt 
*^ other^e than on the Jiotee ^ vanity^ or 
^^ amkftion.^** Lord QxpoKn^ asagende^ 
mail, and 2^ ichcdar, inight be open and 
unreferved to Dr. Swipt, as far a& his 
Lcx-dilup's nature woKlid jpermit ; but as 
a minifler of ftate he evii^r appeared n>y« 
flteriou^ *and dogmatical, delivenng his 

* Letter 4. Vol 7. - 

oracles, 
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^riadssy l^e thd Dtelphian Deity , inocollt 
terms and ambiguous expreffions. 
. A man always appears of mor^ con- 
irqucnee^to Idmfelf, than* he is in feafity 
to any etiier pbribti. :$adk p^^aps waa 
&^ cafe of Dp. Swip9. He found him- 
MiimKk indulged by Ae finilos and^ 
eonver&tion of the&afl 0f Oxpoiii>. Ht^ 
knew hc^w^t^ he was to &e adjEnini^ 
ft^atioB m genial: and in eiM^of hit 
letters (I think flue fame^ whieh I have kft 
Quoted) he mentions, that the place^ ef 
yftoriographeF was intended for him} 
but I am apt to fi^peft that he flattered 
hittifeif 4:00 highly-^ a^teaftit Is very evi- 
dent^ tlifttlbe^ remakied without anyp»- 
f^ineitl^ tiSfce- yeaF 17 1 ^r when • he was 
m^kd&Deaft of St. PMriek^s^. In point el 
pew^^aiid revenue, Aich ii'deanery m^^ 
\^ efte^med no inconfiderable promotion ; 
but to an ambitious mind, whofe perpe^ 
tual aim was a ftittlement in Engkmd^ a 
^gnity in any oAer Idngdom mnft ap- 
pear (as perhaps it was defignfed) only 

an 
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an honourable, and profitable haxuQftZ 

ment. 

But, my Hamilton, I wiU never 
hide the freedom of my fenthnents from 
you. I am much incUned to bdieve, that 
the tempo: of my friend Swift mig^t 
po^on his Englijh friends, to wiih him 
happily and properly promoted, at a di- 
fiance. His fpirit, for: I would f^ye it the 
jCbfteft name, v^ ever untra£bable. The 
notions of his genius were often irre^ 
gular. He aflfumed more tl^ air of a 
patron, than of a friend. He affefbd 
rather to dictate than advife. He was 
elated i^th the appearance of enjoying 
miniftmal confidence. He enjoyed the 
fhadow : the fubftance was detained from 
faint He was employed, not trufted % 
and at the fame time that he imaged 
him&lf a fubdle diver, who dextroufly 
(hot down into the profoundeft regions 
of politics, he was fufiered . only to 
found the ihallows neareft the (here, and 
was fcarce admitted to defcend below the 

froth 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 47 
froth at the top. Perhaps the deeper bot- 
toms were too muddy for his infpe6lion. 

fiy reflexions of this fort we may 
account for his difappointment in an 
Englijh bifhoprick. A difappointment 
which> he imagined, he owed to a joint 
application made againf): -him to the 
Queen by Dr. Sharpe, Aixhbifhop of 
Torky and by a Lady of thehigheft rank 
and charadler. Archbilhop Sharpb, ac- 
cording to Dr. Swift's account, had re- 
prefented-him to the Queen, as a perfon 
who was not a Chriftian -, the great Lady 
had fupported the afperfion^ and the 
Queen, upon fuch afiurances, had given 
away the bifhoprick, contrary to her Ma- 
jefly's firfl: intentions. Swift kept him- 
felf indeed within fome tolerable bounds, 
when he fpoke of the Qijcen ; but his in- 
dignation knew no limits, when he men- 
tioned the Archbifliop, or the Lady. 

Bufinefs and ceremony, (two com- 
manders, that I hope you will lift under , 
much more willingly than I can) call me 
E away 
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away frc«n tny letter, although nothing 
can ever call away my though from 
you, <^ in«erru{A the ttndemefs with 
Whick I am, dear Hamiltok^ 

Ybur moji affeSiitmate Father 

ORRERr. 



LETTER V. 

MOST people, my dear Ham, are 
fond rf a fetdement in their native 
country : but Dr. Swift had litde reafi^ 
to rejoice in the land where his lot had 
fiallen: for, upon his arrival in Ireland to 
take pofleflion of the deanery, he found 
the vidence of party raging in that Idng- 
dom to the higheft degree. The common 
people were taught to look. up<Mi him as 
a Jacobite ; and they proceeded fo far in 
their dcteftation, as to throw ftones and 
dirt at him as he pafled through the 
ftrects. The chapter of St. Patrick\ like 
the reft of the kingdom, received him 

with 
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with great rclu6bncc* They thwarted 
bjmm^vtr]rpQmt.thathepropofed. He 
was avoided as a peftilence. He was 
pppofed as att invader. He was marictd 
out as an enemy to his country* Such 
was his firf): reception as Dean of St. Pa^ 
trick\ Fewer talents, and leis firmne&i 
xaufthave yiddedtafo outragiaus an op- 
foQ&mifed contra audentioriiat. He had 
feen ehoQgh of human nature, to be con- 
vinced, that the paffions of low, felf-^mte-- 
refted minds, ebb and flow continwdiy« 
T'hey love they know not whom; they 
hate Aey know not why ; they are capd- 
vated by words : guided by names : and 
governed by accidents. S ache verelIt 
and the Church had been of as great fer- 
vice to one party in the year 1710, as 
Popery and Slavery were to flie other in 
thfe year 17 13. But, to (hew you the 
ftjrange revolutions in this world. Dr. 
f/wiFT, who was now the deteftation of 
le Jr(/2> rabble, lived to be afterwards the 
^moft aWblute mcaiarch over them that 
ever governed men* E a His 
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His firft ftep was to reduce to reafon 
and obedience his reverend brethren the 
chapter of St. Patrick's: in which he 
fucceeded fo perfefUy, and fo fpeedily^ 
that in a fhort time after his arrival, not 
one member of that body offered to con- 
tradift him, even in trifles. On the con- 
trary, they held him in the higheft re- 
fpe£l and veneration : fo that he fat in 
the Chapter-houfe, like Jupiter in the 
Synod of the Gods* Whether fear or 
conviction were the motives of fo imme- 
diate a change, I leave you to confider; 
but certain it is 

Firo Pbabi chorus ajfurrexerit omnis. 

Swift made no longer a ftay in /r^- 
landy in the year 17 13, than was jequi- 
fite to eftablilh himfelf as Dean, ari^ to 
pafs through certain cuftoms and foi 
lities, or to ufe his own words, 

through aU vexations:, 
Patents^ Inftalments^ Abjunuions^ 
Firft Fruits^ and Tenths^ and Cbapter-TreatSy 
DfUSy Paymmts^ Feesy Demands, and^-'-Cbeats. 

During 
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During the time of thefe ceremonies 
he kept a conftant correfpondence with 
his friends in England : all of whom 
were eminent, cither in birth, ftatlon, or 
abilities. Among thefe, let me begin 
with the name of Mr. Pope. The world 
has already feen a long feries of their 
con'efpoiidence : but a remarkable letter 
of Mr. Pope's having been lately com- 
municated to me, and bearing date at 
the latter end of the year 1713, as I can- 
not part with the original, I will fend 
you a very fdthful copy of it. I fliould 
firft fay, that it is in anfwer to one from 
Swift, wherein he had jocofely made 
an offer to his friend of a fum of money, 
ex causa religionisy or, in plain englifli, 
to induce Mr. Pope to change his reli- 
gion. The wit of the letter itfelf will 
excufe all further commentaries, . 

SIR, Binficld, Dec, 8,1713. 

TVTO jT to trouble you at prejent with a re^ 

cital of all my obligations to youy I JhaU 

E 3 only 
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mtly Mention tnm things^ aibicb I take parfU 
tularly kind of you : your dejire that IJhouM 
write to yoUy and your propcfal of giving me 
twenty guineas to change $ny retigion^ wbicb 
loft you niuji give me lecpoe to make tbefub^ 
jedt of this letter. 

Sure no clergyman ewr offered fi muchout 
of bis ownpUrfefor the fake of any religion. 
^T'is almo/l as many pieces (f gdd^ as an 
Apofile could get offher from the priefis tf 
eld J m a much more Suable confederation. 
1 believe it will be better worth my while to 
propofe ^change of ny faith by Jiibfcriptionj 
than a tranfiation of Homer, jlnd to con*^ 
vince you, bow well difpcfed I am to the re^ 
formation, IJhallbe content, if you canpre^ 
vail with my Lord Ttreajurer and the mini'- 
ftry to rife to the fame fum, each of them, on 
this pious account, as my Lord Hall if A^ has 
done on the pnfane one. lam afraid tbere*s 
no being at once a poet and a good Chrifeian \ 
and T am very much ftraitened between two, 
while the Whigs feem willing to cmtriiute as 
much, to continue me the one, as youwould^ 

to 
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^ make me the t^ier. But if you €^ move 
every man in the government^ who has a^wn 
tim tb6ufaH4 f6W9ds 4 year, tofubfcrihe as 
mtKb as your/elf y IJball bfcome q convert , as 
mqft men-do^ wbeniht LoRp tams it tif 
my interej. Imw they have the truth ^ 
reiigim Jo mufh 4ft be^rt, tb^ tbefd cer^ 
(0f»^ give niQ^0 ta have onf goo4 ftdyeSf 
trmjhted ftojn popery to the qhurcb of £n^ 
glan^^ tb0^ tHfienty he(ithenijk^ ofUhors out of 
^Hy UMinc(fm tongw int^ curs. Itherefort 
^mm{lpqn yon^ Mr% Pean, mtb full au^ 
tkority, t^ tranfa^ this of air iff my name^ 
4m4 tQ propofe as fotbms. Firft, that as t^ 
tke bead of our churchy the Pope, I may 
nsgage to renounce bis power y wbenfoever I 
JbaU receive any particular indulgences from 
the head of your churchy the ^een. 

As fo communion in one kindy I Jhall aljo 
proatije to change it for communion in bothy 
as foon as the minijiry mil allow me. 

For invocations to faint Sy mine Jhall be 

turned to dedications tofnmrsy when I Jhall 

^nd the great ones qf this svorldas willing to 

]E 4 do 
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do me any good^ as I believe tbofe of the other 
are. 

Toufee IJhattnot be obfitnatein the main 
points ; but there is one article I mujl referve^ 
and which you feemed not unwilling to^ allow 
mcy prayer for the dead. T^e are people to 
whofe fouls Iwijh as well as to my own; and 
I mufi crave leave humbly to lay before tbem^ 
that though the fubfcriptions abovementioned 
will fu^e for myfelfy there are necejfary per^ 
quiftes and additions^ which I mujl demand on 
tbefcore of this charitable article. It is alfi 
to be conjideredy that the greater part of thofe^ 
whofe fouls lam mojl concerned for^ were un^ 
fortunately heretics, fchifmaticsy poets, pain^ 
ters, or perfons offuch lives and manners, as 
few or no churches are willing to fave. ^e 
expence will therefore be the greater to make 
an effe&ual provijion for the f aid fouls. 

Old Dryden, though a Roman Catholic, 
was a poet j and 'tis revealed in the vifons 
of Jhme ancient faints, that no poet was ever 
faved under fome hundred of maffes. I can^ 
not fet Ms delivery from purgatory at lefs 
than fifty pounds Jlerling. Wa wa 
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Walsh icas not <mly a Socinian ^ but 

(what you'll own is harder to be faved) a 

Whig. He cannot modeJiJy be rated at lefx 

than an hundred. 

L'EsTRANGS, being a^oty^ we compute 

. bim but at twenty pounds^ which I hope no 

friend of the party can deny to give ^ to keep 

bim from damning in the next lifey conjider^ 

ing they never gave him Jixpence to keep him 

" fromftarving in this. 

jill this together amounts to one hundred 
and feventy pounds. 

In the next place^ Imuft dejire you to re-^ 
prefenty that there are fever al of my friends 
yet livings whom Idejign^ God willing^ to 
out live y in conjideration of legacies \ out of 
which it is a doSlrine in the reformed churchy 
that not a farthing Jhall be allowed to fave 
their fouls who gave them. 

^there is one * ♦ * * who will dye within, 
tbefe few monthsy with^.^***** one Mr^ 
Jeryas, who hath grievoujly offended in 
making the likenefs of almojl all things in 
heaven above and earth below. And one Mr. 
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Gat, m mka^ ymtb, vhwifes p^/hrah 
during tie tim ofdivitu fervice, igkoff c^ 
is the nurt ikpkrtAUt 0$ be inttkmOera^f U^ 
niified mtay aU tbatJSver be flmM btme r«- 
fined fir bis fints be^b, in hftws and 
hops fir bis cm^j 

J emCt pretend to b4W tbefife^Je bmftly 
Jaoed under fime bundred pemdit vbetber 
you euf/Sder tbe dijktdty ef fiub nwk, or 
tbe extreme love and tendemefs Ihear tbem* 
vducb fviU infat^htf make nut pvjb this cba^ 
rity as far as I am able., ^tbere i( but om 
more tebo/e falvation lafift t^m» and tbgn T 
bane done : but indeed it may prw^ tf Jo 
mucb greater cbarge tban all tbe rej, that J 
vill only l^ tbe cafe before you and tbe mir 
nifryt Md ktfne to tbeir prudence and gene-' 
rofi^y vdustfumtbeyjballtbink ft tobefov) 
ttpott it, . 

^ perfin I uKon, is Dr. Swift, tf, 
dignified clergyman, hut <me» vibo, by bis.omii 
emfeffim, bos aon^e^ more libels tban fir-i 
nuns. If it. be true t wbat I bave beard ff^^ 
ten aj^medhyimment peopki Tibet too mucb 

wit 
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'wit its da^erms to falvation^ this unfortu^ 

note gmtkman mufi certainly be damned to aU 

eternity. But I hope bis long experience in 

the worlds and frequent tonverfation with 

great men^ mil saufe him (as it has fame 

others) to have lefs and lefs wit every day. 

Be it as it willy IJhould not think my own 

foul deferved to iefavedy if I did not eridea^ 

n)Mr tofave bis^ for I haw all the oiligati'^ 

ons in nature to him. He has brought me 

into better (ompany than I eared for y made 

Me merrier when J was fick than I had k 

mind to bfy and put me upon making poems^ 

^n purpcfe that be might alter them &c. 

I once thought I could never 'have dif^ 
charged my debt to his iindnejsy but have 
lately been informedy to my unfpeakable confort^ 
that I have more than pedd it all. For^ 
MoNsiEfjTft i>EMovTAX^Hn has affuredme^ 
«* thatthe perfon who rscehn a benefit Miges 
" the giver ;" ft^fince the cUef endeavour 
if me friend is to do good to the other y bcyWh^ 
adminifters both the matter and occa/iony is the 
man who is liberal. At this r^Ue it is imptf-- 
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JibleDr. %^\tT JhmUbeeverwt of my debf^ 
as matters Jiand already : andyfar the future^ 
be may expeSt daily more obligations frtnn 

bis moJlfaitbfuU affeBimate 

bumble fervant 

A. PopE. 

Ibavejinijhed the Rape of the Lock ; 
but I believe I mayjlay here till Chriftmasj 
without bindrance of bu/inefs. 

In the beginning of the year 17 14, 
Swift returned to England He found 
his great friends, who fat in the feat of 
power, much difuhited among themfelves. 
He faw the Queen declining in her health, 
and diftrefled in her fituation : while f ac* 
tion was exerting itfelf, and gathering 
new ftrength every day. The paft which 
he had to a£fc upon this occafion, was not 
to difficult, as it was difagreeahle. He 
exerted the utmoft of his ikill to reunite 
the minifters, and to cement the apertures 
of the ftate. I could defcend into very 
minute particulars, werq I to tell you what 

I 
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I have heard him fay upon this occafion: 
but, my deareft Ham, let me fpeak to you 
with my ufual fincerity. We arc at pre- 
feht too near that scra^ and have had too 
many unexpected confequences from i^ 
either to judge impartially, or to write 
undauntedly, of thoie tempeftuous times* 
Be contented if I tell you, that as fbon 9S 
Swift found his pains fruitlefs^ his argu« 
ments unavailing, and his endeavours, like 
the ftone-ef Sisyphus, rolling, back upon 
himfelf, he retired to a friend's houfe ia 
Berk/hire^ where he remained till the Queen 
died. So fatal a cataftrophe put a final 
period to all his views in England, and 
made him return, as fail as pof&ble, to his 
deanery in Ireland, loaded with thoie ^o» 
nizing paiiionsj grief and ^content. I 
am forry to leave him in fo uneaiy a iituali* 
on, butlmuilhailentofubfcribemyfelf, 

your affeStionate Father 

ORRERY. 

tET- 
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LETTER. VL 

W£ are ncrnr, dear Hamilton^ i»> 
longer to behold Dr. SwiPTofany 
ii^wrtanoe in Ei^md: his hcqies there 
«e cruflied for ever: his minifliBnal 
fiiendt are d^radod, faanifhod, or tm* 
^ifi^ied. Indeoeot rage, fiuoguinary zeal, 
and iU-4)eitipered loyalty revelled at krge 
tiuoaghotttdieilioeekiiigdoms» efpeciaUj 
in IreUauly «^hcm dads were fbu^^t almofi 
every week, and where the pdft was founii* 
vetialt that the ladies were as vident asdie 
•gendasien. Even children at fchool quar- 
rel for Kings, iufiead of £ghtiog for 



As SwifT was known to have ben 
atttu^edtotheQaeen's laft minifixy, to 
have written againft the Whigs, and " to 
" bave oiled many afpring which Harlev 
•f noiied" he met with frequent indignities 
from the populace, and indeed was equally 

abufed 
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abufed by perfons of all nmks and deno* 
xninations. Such a treatflbent fouitd his 
temper, confined his acqix^tatice, and 
added bitterhels to his ftyie : and, fince 
the future part of his fife and writings is 
toctif&r, in aU dirumftancei, fo mddf 
fiom diepaft; fincehis ftudies and com,- 
panions> his politics and his cuftoms, 
ate now to be altered and exdnnged for 
Dew habits, new fiiends, new aaibitioon^ 
and a new world; Mkr me, my Ham, 
to take a general review of him ad an 
author. , 

If we confider his profe Woiics, we 
(hall find a tertam mafUriy condufendEs in 
lh(ar ftyle, diat has never bden equdkd 
by any other writer. The truth of dus 
afiertion will m<«e evidendy ^pear by 
comparing tum with feme at the au- 
thors of Ms own time. Of tiieielDr. Til- 
L0T80N and^ Afr. Addison are to 
be numbered amoiig the moft eminent. 
Addison has all the po\fa^ that can 
captivate aiid improve i has didi<»i i» 

eafy. 
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cafy, hk periods are well turned^ hit 
expreflions are flowing, and his humour 
is delicate. Tillotson is nervous, 
grave, majeftic, and perfpicuous. We 
mufl: join both thefe charafters together 
to form a true idea of Dr. Swift : yet 
as he outdoes Addison in humour, he 
excels Tillotson in perfpicuity. The 
Archbifhop indeed confined himfelf to 
£ibje£l:s relative to his profeffion: but 
Addison and Swift are more difiufive 
writers. They continually vary in their 
manner, and treat different topics in a 
different flyle. When the writings of 
Addison terminate in party, he lofes 
himfelf extremely, and from a delicate, 
and ]\i0L comedian, deviates into t>ne of 
the loweft kind •. Not fo Dr. Swift ; 
he appears^ like a maflerly gladiator* He 
wields the fword of party with eale, 
juftnefs and dexterity : and while he 
entertains the ignorant and the vulgar, 
he draws an equal attention from the 

* S«e the Papers intitkd the Freeholder. 

learned 
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Iftamed soul the great; When he is &^ 
nous, his gravi^ b^coihes hkn. When 
he laughs, his readers miift laugh with 
him. But what fhall be £ud for his love 
of trifles> and his wsmt of delicacy and 
decorum?; Errors, that if he did not 
coottaft, at leail he eiicr^d^ in Ireland. 
They aife tntiliout a paraUel. I hope they 
wUl ever remain fo. The firft of them 
arofemeFdyfromhis^loveof flattery, with 
which he v^ daily fed in &at kingdom : 
theftcond proceeded from the i6i{anthnH 
py of his difp6(ition, which induced him 
peevifhly to debafe manldnd, and even to 
ridicule himian nature it felf . Politics weror 
his favourite topic^ as they gave him an 
opportunity of gratifying his ambition ^ 
andthkrft of power: yet evm in tins road, 
he feldom continued long in one par^ 
ticular path. He has written mifcellane^ 
ouily, and has chofesn rather to appear a 
wandering comet, thsui a fixed flar. Had 
he applied the faculties of his nund to oxta. 
great and,ufefulwork> ho^muft baveihin'^ 

F • ed 
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td more ^orioiifly, and mi^ have en* 
lightened a whole ^anetaoy fyftem in the 
political woiid. 

. ThepoeticaiperformanoesofDn Swift 
Daght to be conildered as occafionai poems 
arrittcn ekherto pleafe, or vex fome par*^ 
facnlar pcrfons. We muft not fnppc^e 
them defigned for pofterity: if he had oil- 
tivated his genius in that way, he limft 
certainly hare excelkd^ efpecially in fatir. 
We fee fine iketches^ in fev^al of his pie- 
ces: but he feems mc^edefiroas tx> infomi 
and ffaengtiben his mind, than to indulge 
the luxuriancy gf his imagination. He 
dxoo&s to difcover and correct errors in 
iSbt works of others, rather than to illuf* 
trate^ and add beauties to his own* I^ike 
a^ ikilfal artift, he is fond of probing 
wounds to their depth, and of oilarging 
them to open view. He prefers cauilics^ 
which erode proud ffefh, to fofter balfa- 
miff, which give mote immediate eafe. 
He asms to> be feverely ufeful, rather Aan 
poHtcly engaging : and as he was either 

not 
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excel in poetiy^ he became, m &aat mea-^ 
&ae, fupenor to it$ and affijmed mOTd 
^ axr ahd mabners of a critic, lion of 
a poeL Had hi fived in tbe fame age 
widi HoiCAGXy he would have approach- 
ed aeare^ to Eiiti, thasi any odua: poet ? 
smd if we may make in allowance for 
tibe diffibeent ooiarie of ftuxfy, and di^ 
test form of gofermnentj to which tsxh 
o£ ihefc great men was fob)e6t, we may 
dbfcrve, in feveril inftances, a ffarong te^ 
feoEihUBiee between them. Both poets are 
eqosdly diftifigoifhed for wit and humoufv 
Each di^lays a pecolkr felicity in die* 
ti<Hi: hitr oi tiie tw(^ Koracb isthti^ 
more degaint' and ddicate: wluk he con»^ 
demns, he plea&s. Swift takes ptea- 
fbix in giidi^ pain: iThe ctiffimiMtude of 
ihek teoiq)en might beowing to the Affe- 
rent turn^ Hvthdt fortime. Swift cxtlf 
formed large views of ambiti(^, and wasr 
di^Gppointed. Horace , from an eiikd 
hnrftate, rofei^oafihience, andenfoyed 
. F 2 the 
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the favour and friendfhip of Augustus; 
Each poet was the delight of the princi- 
pal pcrfons of his age. Cum magnis vixif^ 
fe was not more applicable to Hoilace^ 
than to Swift. They both were tempe- 
rate : both were frugal ; and both were 
of the fame Epicurean tafte. Horac e 
had his L YD I A, Swift had his Vanes- 
sa. Horace had hisMj£CENAs and his 
Agrippa, Swift had his Oxford and 
his BoLiNGBROKE. HoRACE had liis 
Virgil, Swift had his Pope. . 

After the great names, which I have 
jiift now mentioned, it is matter of afto- 
niihment to find the fame perfon, who 
had enjoyed the higheft, and the belt 
converfation,. equally delighted with the 
loweft and .the worft :, and yet it is cer- 
tain, from Swift's fcttlement in Dublin 
as Dean of St. Patrick^s^ his choice of 
companions in general ihewed him of a 
very depraved tafte. 

From the year feventecn hundred and 
fourteen^ till he appeared in the year 

twenty 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SW&T. ^j 
twenty a champion for Ireland againfl: 
Woob's balance, his Ipirit of politics^ 
aiid of patriotifin, was kept ahnoft clolUy 
confined within his own breaft. Idleneis 
and trifles engroflfed too many of his hoyrs : 
fools aod iycophants too much of his con- 
vcrfation. However, let me obferve to 
yon, ^at the treatlnfent which he received, 
after ^6 death of Queen Anj^, was ak 
moft a fliificient reafon to juftify a con- 
tempt, if not an abhorrence, of the hu- 
man race. He had bravely withftood aH 
hoitik indignities, during the life time of 
thatPrincefs; but when the whole army 
of his friends were not only routed, but 
taken prifoners, he cb'opt his fword, and. 
retired into his fortification at Dublin^^ 
from whence he feldom ftirred beyond the 
limits of his own garden, unlefs in great 
indulgence to fome particular favourites. 

His attendance upon the public fennice 
of the church was regular and uninter- 
rupted : and indeed regularity was peculiar 
to him in all his aftions, even in the 
F 3 great^ft. 
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REMARKS ON US i^P ^ 
{nenfeaft tri^. ifb hours t4 vvalkiag; 
^ rc^dmgi ncnwr vfiried: |^ footi^m 
were glided by his wftch, iv^fh w)is ftk 
conftandy^ in his haii4> of fkeni bcN 
f9]« lum 9pQn l^s table^ that he ftldom 
deviated aaany ]zunutBa> ia 4c datty i«v<»< 
kvdonof his ocrni^ and coipV^ymmte. 
ifis worhi!, from die year 1714, tp tbt 
year 17x0, are few in nnnibfr* WodaS 
fiqjiU inqtortaiioe. Poems to Stslla» 
and trifle to Dr. Sheridan, HI up a 
gretf part of that penod. 

In the. year 1720, he began to fe-a£< 
6ttm» in feme des^> the c^iarsdief of a 
pditical writer. A iinall pamphlet in de^ 
fence ^ the Irijb manufaSweSt Mras, I be» 
)ieve» his firftefiky (in ^/tn^O in that kind 
ci writing: and to that pamphlet ha 
owed the turn of the popular tideinhi» 
favour *. His ^i^gs of wit and Immonr 
had been handed about, andrcpestedfrom 
dme to time among the peofde. They 
had the effe^ of an artful pi«face« andhad 
l>ie-engaged all readers in his favour. 

•S« letter 16th. They 
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AND'WRBKIJGS^DFiDR. SWIFT. '69 
71iey- «Kr«e ^idflpleiito the im^kiftaiifdmg, 
andfieaftdtbe inuij^atioti <^-&e vulgar: 
ami ike was .noir looked ^i^on in 4 new 
ligh^ and HSdx^gM&iaA jhy 'fte tMe <xf 
THE DEAN. 

TUe flax rand 4(efluk <tf popidar love 
andiiatredare^ipaUy^MlafA. Thdyare 
often oy^MSg to Accndents, %6t Ibffietimes 
to tlie cetaffiaef wdbn, -vi4Hch> unaflifted 
hj tdvtas&on, taay not beri^Se to gmde 
tbe iamor Jcbds of pe(^ itifto <he i^glit 
t3;ack:attiie fat^ntung, but v<dfl be ^iflBd- 
ent ISO Ike^ liiem in it^ tvhen experience 
hasftbaated oat die »oad. iThepamplde^- 
propofiag the nniuer^ oie of ^(^ m«nu*' 
iauSbxegmtbitttbeUngdomj hadca^vated 
all bearts. Some Uttk pieces (f poetry t9 fix 
fime patftfif wcte no kfi acceptabk and 
eiqpEigiBg. Tty^ tttacbment winch the Dean 
boveto' the tme intoeft of h-eUndt wa» 
no long^ doml^ed. His patriotifm was as 
Kiaoifeft as bis tvit. He was looked upon 
vriidi piealiue and refpe^bj as he pafibd 
through the Areets: and he had attained 
F 4 fo 
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ib high a di^ree of popularity, as to hp^ 
come an arbitrator in die difputes of pro* 
perty among his ndghbours:. nor didaiqr 
in3n dare tp appeal ^om hisopimonj or 
to murmur at his decrees. 
. But the popular affisdion, whidi the 
Dean hgd hitherto acquired, may be 
iaid not to have been univerfal, till the 
public^dpn of thcDaAPiER's lettersy which 
made aU. ranks, and all profeffions una^ 
nhnous in his applaufe. The occaHon of 
thofe letters was a fcarcity of copper coin 
^1 Ireland, to fo great a degree, that for 
fome time paft the chief manufa£hira:s 
throughout the kingdom were obliged to 
pay their workmen in pieces of tin, or in 
o^er tokens of fuppofititious value. Such 
a method was very difadvantageous to the 
lower parts of traffic, and was in general 
an impediment to the commerce of the 
ftate. To remedy this evil, the late King 
granted a patent to William Wood, to 
coin, during the term of fourteen years, 
farthings jmd halfpence ija England for 
" . thg 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT, ji 
tfae ufe of Inland^ to the value of a cer- 
tain film ipedfied. Thefe halfpence and 
farthings were to be received by thofe 
perfons who would voluntarily accept 
them. But the patent was thought to be 
of fucfa dangerous conlequence to the pub* 
lie, and of fuch exorbitant advantage to 
thepatentee, that theDEAN^ under the 
chafa£ter of M. B. Drapier^ wrote a let^ 
ter to the people, warning them not to 
accept Wood's h^l^nce and farthings a$ 
•currmt coin. This firft letter was fuc* 
ceeded by feveral others to die lame pur* 
pofe, all which :are inierted in his works. 

At the found of the Drapier's trum-i' 
pet, a ^irit arofe among the people, that^ 
ia the eaflem phrafe, was like unto a 
temfeft in the day of the vMrhnnd. Every 
per£>n of every r^k^ party, and deno^ 
mination» was cpnvinced^ th^t the ad^^^ 
miflion of Wood's copper muft prove 
£atal to the commonwcaldi. Jhe Papifl:, 
the Fanatic, the Tory, the Whig, all lifted 
Ij^mfelvies yplunlfpers imder the banner of 

M. B. 
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-jx REMAitKSONTHEtlFE ' 
M. B. Drapier, and urare aH equs^ 
zeakms to ferve tiie coimncm canfe. Mncir 
beat, aod many fieiy fpeedhes i^amft die 
adHuiiiflrati<m, wnre the confequeaaoe %of 
^ umon : lUMT had ^ ftuaes been al*.- 
hqredjiiot^lhftanding tiucals and proda^^ 
malians, haiS not ^ coin bcjp totaHyr 
fiipprefled, and had not Wood "withdrawB. 
his patent. 

This is the moift focdnA account that 
c«i be given of an afliur, whidi ailannQd 
die whde Irifiy nation to a degrie that 
in a 1^ loytd kin^om moft have £t>-* 
mented a relbelfien : but the flsd&ft by- 
ahyof the ;^)(t, and their trvHS devolion 
to the prrient royal fiunily is immove- 
j9)le : and, although this \iiifiii1ttBate natix 
on may not hitfieito faavp !^o«nd many di-» 
fBngfufyng fssx^ cS fiivipor -and induli^ 
gence Irora the throne, yet it istabe'hoped 
m tiine^ey may meet «^ their reward. 
' The name of Aucostws was not be* 
/hywed npenOcTAvivvCASARwodi mcHxi 
xmn^erfid a^obalaon, ^an the name cf 
* • * ^ The 
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Tas BxAOfiiM. 'BOS lieftcmcd. upon Ths 

P^v. lie faad «o £i09BriifiqxMd his jienr 

p^jprnn, i^tit lie iMoanie the idol of the 

pwpls of. Jr«&M^ to a iegnt of devofion, 

ifari: Im tiie nwft Aqanftitbus camtij 

icaxce an^ idol «ittr obtainei. Liliations 

ti»^1iaildi, oftinftein £ng^, tum- 

pea wcM fOQDcd fordi'to tin DaAri^R> 

ai iiv^ aaimifine^ufntt as iio tbegimoui 

4uiimiimtd ttamry '4^ £ William /idr 

dlnr^/, Has efigi«s was painted in ewoy 

ftteet m JDadUtt, AxduaaaOaoxa and jwmi 

fior lus pro^pivity attended im footftepi 

«rjier»£r iie pai&d. He was coniidted la 

ait foiitts ndsting to domeAic poliejr in 

geneml, and to tiie trade of IrelatU vA 

particular: but he.was more immediately 

looked vspon aa the ie^flatn: of the y«av> 

ens, who fisqucnlfy came in a body, €on<^' 

0Aing of fi%or &cty chiefbins c^ their 

trade, to recdve Ju9 advice, in ietding the 

rates of thor manufinAures, and iSat 

wages of thdr journeymen. He received 

their jaddrefies vvitii Idstmajefty than ftem- 

• nels. 
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74 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
nefs; and ranging his fubjefts in a dxde 
round his park>nr» fpoke as copioufly, 
and with as little diffidilt^ and hefitatimi^. 
to the ieveral points, ia which, they fiip-^^ 
plicated his afiiftance,. as if .trade had been- 
the only (hidy and employmefit of his life» 
.When eleftions were depending for the 
city of DuiUnj many corporations rt(u&d 
to declare them&lves, till they had con^ 
fulted his fehtiments wd inclinations,^ 
which were punfbially followed widi 
equal chearfidnefs and fubmiflion. In 
this ftate of power> and popular love' and 
admiration^ he remained till he loft his 
fenfes: a lofs which he feemed to ft)i«^ 
fee, and prophetically lamented to many 
of his friends*. 

J have now coodu£Ud the ' Dean 
through the moft interefting circum^ 
itances of his life, to die fatal period, 
wherein he was utterly deprived of rca-* 
ion* If your curiofity . leads you to en^r 
Qpire into thp particulars of that misfor- 

» Sec Letter 3ftXl- 
i * tune, 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 75- 
t«we, it muft be tiie fubjeffc of ibme future 
fetter: for, at prcfent, I think itis time 
to indulge myTdfinaffiiring you, diat I 
am with an ine3q;)reffib]e warmth o£ heart; 
my dear Hamilyok, 

Tner m^ aftSioMte Father 

ORRERY. 



LETTER VII. 

' My dear Hamiltoit, 

YOU feem not. only defirous, iiat 
impatiQit, that I fhould pafi criti«» 
cally! thorough aJl liie works of my friend 
Swift. Your requeft is unreafbnable if 
you imagine^ that I muft fay fomething 
upon every individual performance. 
There are many pieces that I deipil^ 
others that I loath, and others again 

Aat 
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^t dfttighit and bftprdve nti Thdb 
kift (hail be MxS&A partiralarl^. The 
fonntr ut neC wor&y of xotur Aodce^ 
Jliey are o£ na farther vfe l&aft to flieir 
iis> in general, the enson «f hifnuHlinK 
ture; and to convince us, that neidier 
the faei^t of wt^ nor genius, can 
bring a man to fuch a degree of perfec- 
tion, a& vanity would often prompt him 
to believe. 

In a cfifipiifitioa of dieibn whidi yotf 
require, I (hall avoid as much as poifible 
any annotations upcn that kind of fatir, 
in vrhich the Dean indulged himfelf 
agsdnft particular perfons: moftofwhom 
it is probable had provoked his rage by their 
Mm mi^boiiduft, and cpnfequeiifly owed 
.to their own raflme& the woiuids wUeh 
they received from hit pent: bitt I h»ro 
no ddq^ht in thofe kind of wrings, ex-- 
cept for &e fake of the wit, winch, ei<^ 
tfaer in gfsaodly^ or in partirakr fatxr, iw 
qpally to be admired; The ed^ of wit 
n^. always remain kera^ and Its bkdd 

will 
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• 

"Will be bfi^t and ihiiimg, when the 

ftone, vpcfa wtdda it haa been wJidtte^ 

is worn out^ or ijirown afide and foi^t- 

ten; Perionsd fiidr agamft evil inagif^ 

tmtes^ oorrupt minifters, and thofe gi-*- 

ants, of power^ who gprge themfebes 

with tltt entiaik of their comxbry, is di£<- 

feient from that pcrfonal iatir^ whkh 

too often proceeds merely from fdE-Aaft^ 

or ill-^nature: the one is written^ inde*- 

fence of the pufafic, the other in defence 

p£ oorielveB; ^ The one is armed by die 

fwoid of fa£6ot^ and enconniged not 

only by the Tc^ce of the peofde, but by 

ihjd prind]^ oiF morality: the other is 

' di£htted: by paffion, fupported by prides 

and. applauded by flattery. At the fame 

time that I lay. this, I think every man 

oi wit has a nght to lan^ at fooki 

who give offence^ or at coxcowbSf who 

are public nuiances^ Swift indeed has 

left no. weapon of ^farcaiin untried, tt^ 

branch of fatir uncultivated: but while 

he has n»tntained a perpetual war agairdi 

the 
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the mighty, mcii ki power, he has re^^ 

mained invubierable) if not vidlorious^ 

Upon a review of the Dean's writings, 
it cannot be iuffieiently lamented, that 
there is no juft, or perfect edition of 
his works. , Faulkner's edition, ^ 
leaft the four firft volumes of it' (for there 
arc now eight) were publifhed, by the 
permiilion and connivance, if not by the 
particular appointment of the Dean Mm-- 
fdf . But the feveral pieces are thrown 
togedier without any order or regularity 
whatevei*: fo that like the ancient chaos 
which contained an immenfe colle£Bon 
of various treaflires, they remain in their 
ilate of confuiion rz^^/V indigejiaque moles: 
and yet the incoherency of fituation ia 
* perhaps one of the moft excufable faults 
in the collection: for the materials 
are of fo different, and ib incongruous 
a nature, that it feems as if the author, 
(who was in reality the editor,) ima- 
gined the public under an abfolute ne« 
ceflity of accq)ting the bai^ coin from 

the 
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the fame hand, that had exhibited the 
puidd. Rarefy the idle amufements of a 
man*5 private and domeflic life are not 
to be lent forth as fufficient entertain*'* 
ments for the witty or the learned. Poft- 
humous works indeed are often worthlefs 
and iniprq>er,' from the ill judged zeal of 
ignorant execi^tors, or imprudent friends: 
but^ a living author remains without e%^ 
cufe,/ who either wilftdly, or wantonly 
imppies Upon the worlds 
. The Englifh edition of Swift's works 
I have fcarce feen ; and I have had Httle 
inclination to examine it i becaufe I was 
acqiiainted with the Dean at the time 
when Faulkner's edition* came oul^ and 
therefore muft always look upon diat 
copy as moft authentic ; well knowing 
that Mr. Faulkner had the advantage 
of printing his edition by the confent 
and approbation of the author himieif« 
The four firft volumes wcrepubKfhed by 
fubfcription, and every ihcet of thcia 
was brought to the Dean for his fevifaJt 

G ^ and 
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end oorre&k>iL The vmo naet^mtdi 
puUUhod in tiie ^ine nsmier.. Tte 
fpfcath vdiuae was printtd^nmii noaw 
her e£ fymftiiaam kttoct puliltfied ' ia 
England.: iai Ae «|||idi Tohnne dii 
oot came cut titt alter ^ Dhb's 4tadi» 
la titt ptiUicatian of the £x frfk «o-( 
luoiet, tliB fitaadioa and amngnDAit 
of odi parrirular {dece, in vccTe and 
piiole, iwas feft cariircty to dw editmr. In 
that point the Dean othor coidd not, or 
nbdd liot.give Mm die fcaft affiftaace. 
The dales were o&isa. guefled at, and 
every ferap was thruft into die parcel 
daat n^t au|nieat t^ colk£lioti, Sodi 
a condxeEt iias been poodo^ve of a con- 
fafibn ditt «&nds the <ye, and tsa£^ 
leads die onderftaading. We hav^e lefii 
pieatfore in looldag at a palace bult at 
diiffibieDt dases, aad put together by ig- 
norant ^ncMrkmen, than in dewing a 
^2un. regular- building ^on^ibd 1^ a 
tasSatvlf hand in all the beauty oi fym- 
inetry and onter* Th^materi«^s of die 
<i -• w former 
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IJEttia^ aajEiy h^ inofe valuaUf, but Um 
ftnplxdiy <^ tfa« Jattep if i^iore accq^* 
abte, For Il99^ ap4 f xfrcife who woq14 
dot ch«f<i imthfir ti>\¥^tipoii a pkuform 
tfa«{i m a UliTmilli ? or> who 4oes not 
wiA toibs sn fditioi) of Swift's works 
becoming ibn earns $f¥i ^ff^tf of th^ 
author ? Whan ^ii^ m edidgn 19 under- 
takan, I ihfiiil^ hope th^t 9fl th^ ;m<W; 
</^ o£ hi* tdte h(8lr» might be 9))^^; 
exdu^ed ; or at ImA pbi£94» Uli^ 9ii» 
biuhlisss, at A ^aiiM &9m the «hief 
•difices o(F ftate^ 

SifTiiTT wa3 natuf^lly (004 9^ k^g 
has woiics ia prista 4nd he wa^ caacoi;^- 
raged in this fondnels by his friiati Dr^ 
9BimiOAH»'who 1^ the ftffotthi fcrihendi 
to die giettsft degre9> t^id wao coiitinu* 
dif letting off i^i#8» ro^ejb;, a]i4 «1| 
(bet* of itttfe fiorw^irks from t||e pife^, 
by which means isc o^<|ed mai^y ^y 
ticnlar ppifons j tf ho^ aliJiw^ 0iey #994 
m a»e.af $wiPT, h^4 .8h«Ripan at #r 
fiance. The ^ truth is. the .poor Do6:or, 
'L-^ ' G 2 by 
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by nature the moft peaceable, inbfienfiv^ 
man alive, was in a continual ftate of 
warfare with the minor poets, and they 
revenged themfelves ; or, in the ftyle of 
Mr. Bays, often gave him fiajh for ptjh^ 
zvAJmgei bis feathers. The affeiflidn be^ 
tween Theseus and Pirithous was not 
greater than the affeflion between Swift 
and Sheridan: but .the ffiendfhip that 
cemented the two antient heroes proba*- 
bly commenced upon motives very dif- 
ferent from thofe which united the two 
modem divines. As in a former letter 
I drew a pi^urfe of Swift's wife % let 
me here give you fome flcetchcs of 
Swift's friend. 

Dr. Sheridan was a fchoolmafter, 
and, in many inftances, perfeftly well 
adapted for that ftation. He was deeply 
verfed in die Greek and Roman Ian*, 
guages ; and in their cuftoms and anti^ 
quities. He had that kind of good*iia« 
ture, which abfence of nnnd, indolence 

• Letter 11. page 22, 

of 
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of body, and carelefsnefs of fortune pro-: 
duce i and although not oyer ftrift in his 
pwn condu6l, yet he took care of the 
morality of his fcholars, whom he fent 
to ihi^ yniverfity remarkably well found-! 
^ in all claffical learning, and not ill 
yiflruded in the focial duties of life. He 
ijiras ilovenly, indigent, and chearful. Hq 
knew books much better than men 3 and 
he knew the value of money leaft of all. 
In this iituation, and , with - this diipofi- 
tion, Swift faftened upon him, as upon s^ 
prey.with which he intended to regale him- 
felf, whenever his appetite fhould prompt 
him. SHERifiAN therefore was kept con- 
ftantly within his reach j and th6 only time 
he vvas permitted to go beyond the limits 
of his chain, was to take pofleffion of a 
living in the county of Corke, which had 
been beftowed upon him by the then Lord 
Lieutenant oi Ireland y the prefent Earl of 
Granville. Sheridan, in one fatal moment, 
er by one fatal text, effeited his own.ruin. 
You will find the ftory told by S wi ft him^ 
G3 Telf, 
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fctf, in tJie fbttfth volume of im ^^ks*^ 
jb that here i need Only tell you, ^ttstt ^ti» 
ill4bxted, gDod-natoied, iitapro^klei!^ Hi&ti 
TtttirAQd to Du6lm» unWnged fitoito <ffl fit- 
votti: i^t courts and teven banKhbd frofti dMi 
esaftle. ButftiH he remained a piiffifter, a 
^idbbler, a fiddler, and a wit. Not a d$if 
^afied 'Mtfaout a rebus, an anagi'am, or a 
ih^rigal. I£spenandHsfiddte-ltidkwet« 
in condnual motion ; and yet to little ot 
ho ^Ulfpoie, if we may give credit to tibft 
Ibllovdng vedes, Wfaidi (hall ferve as th6 
condufion of his poetical dsairaSjer. 

With mufic and poetry equally Ue&d 
A bard thus Apollo moft humbly addrefs'd ; 
Great author of poetry, mufic, and fight, 
inftruftfed by thdc I both fiddle ahd write : 
Yet unheeded I faap«, or Ifcribbie iU day. 
My tunes are n^leStfd, my verfe ftuc^away. 
Thy fubftitute here Vice- Apollo ^ diiBains 
^o vouch for my numbers, or lift to ffiyfhms. 

* Taf/e 289. In a famptdet entitled, A A^ndication of 
liis Excellency Jokm L<ffd CXn-fklilCT htaA the dtufjb 
vt ^▼oaring aofte bat Ttties, ilii^ CkaduBOW and 

.* Dr. Swirr. 

. Thy 



Digitized 



by Google 



ToiJbeauftI|)Godxiopih>m tb^^ orthegut, 
Be thou then propitious, greatpHOEBujs, and graQ| 
IteKrf,^ orrtward tot»y mcrir, or ^eantr. 

Ql hligteeiv^oMfoto^ orfoMcc^ <M^ : > 
fAskc one work iomiortal ; 'tis all I rcqueft, . , 
Apollo Ibok'd pleasM, and refdiving to jeft, 
jRepBrdyhonrftfrieBd, IVe^onfider*d yeurcaie^ 
^bt^askf fonr mmmm%ukdkmafmtfwDc.' 
YouriicikkmI;gpid;> t]Mbooai»itt)t|^ > 
Vour vork$ IhaJl continue, and here's the receipt. 
On '*iJ««»i7i hereafter your fiddle-ftrlngs fpend, 
TffAu t«lb in €kdksj they never Audi -eoi. 

In the wurfc pf my corrdpoadence, my; 
dear Ham« you may podQGU>ly ehkrvc £bme 
i£eRux2ga>i)t^ as I an p^^i^uu\g 

the Dean ijhroi;^ the mazy turnings oi 
his charader. But they will ^iily be 
reconciled} when you coniider that> of all 
manl^indt Swift perhaps had the greateft 
cQotmfts in hi^ temper. He often put me 
in mind of that wild opinion, which Pi.u^ 

* Now ©«m of Bowtie. 

^ Akut, m pandiir HvA eT poetry, wUck reeumi 

t9 th(e begifl^i^ of the fi^ vetfe, and fo a)ntiniic8.iu |^ 

perp^tosl rotaiibu*' '^ * 

, TARCH 
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T ARCH &ys was enteitaimd by d» fiigoi of 
old, •• That wc are fubjcft to the influ- 
^ ence of two principle^ or deities, who 
'^ ateinconftantoppofiidoiitoeachotber: 
*^ the one directing us to the right hand, 
^^ and through the right road, the other 
^^ driving us aftray, and oppofing us 
^^« from purfiiing the track pcnuLted out by 
** his adverfary." The Manichean hercfy, 
you know, was built upon this hypo^ 
thefis : and it is not ixnpoflibk (as the 
doflrine itfelf was propagated before the 
time of Manes) that fome antient fpe- 
culative philofopher may have invented 
fuch a kind of mythology, merely to folvc 
the various contradi6tions which he found 
flu£hiating within his own breaft. 

You will poflibly ticpe^ from me a col- 
Icdion of apophthegms, which the Dean 
may have uttered upon various occafions. 
But the witty records of table-talk, in my 
mind, feem too minute aiid ovef curious; 
at Icaft I muft wifh to treat with you upon 
fubje6b of mpre importance. 1 mean fuch 

fvbje^' 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT, tf 
fubjefts as will teach you to follow ibme 
moral virtue, or to fhun fome moral evil* 

Forgive me too, if I am now and 
Aen guilty of repetitions. In reviewing 
the fam« p^op^ fo pfte% the fame 
thoughts, if .not the fame expreffioni, 
will inevitably occur. But excufes for 
this kind of efiprs are, I hope, unne*f 
ceffiuy. Candour- and truth are the 
diief points that I have. had in view, 
Jsnowing them to be coincident with your 
own mariner of ^hinkL(ig.: . 

You are now fuffioently prepared for^ 
that particular edition of Swift's worksi 
which I intend to purfue : and I ihall 
undertake the performance vidth great 
pleafure and alacrity, becaufe. I flatter 
myfelf it may be acceptable to you^ as 
j^ comes from 

Tpfir moji affeSiimate Father , 

, ORRERy, 
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y 

j p! rr<rryMtt»xK «t jt3fii^ai ^ gaKK aaBq^ 

L E TT E R viir. 

• ...» 

1W«s tery glad to be interrapted hf 
your ufiexpeded Yifit Hw %te 
6f yottt ftAd tbe happinefi mbidk I omi* 
fbntiy leonre in your company, are -te^ 
(tfUk^tA by fne in- y<mf thSaactt 'wUk 
fydk a kind of ine^^refllble pleafuie, m 
fte vnnoeR: alfe^^lon and^the tnieft toH 
dernels infpiie: and as I am always 
tamttt to compty i)n& your teqneAs, I 
Olce the ' eaifieft opportumty ^ gcMng 
on ivkh a pkn, that hithoto lias re^ 
ttSrftl the encooragement of yoorfiial 
'pfortidity. 

>■ ThA fifft vdtune of Faulkner's e^ 
tkm confifts of various tra% jvuxAiIed 
togedMr, without any regularity or or- 
der.' 'Tlbe firft treaACc ki tfais' vohime is 
entided, A difcourfe of the ccntefts and Sf- 
jh^itm ^ehaein the mibki. and commons in 
Athens aii^Rome* It was written in 
-' "'•X the 
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tte year i^bi. towards the fetter tnd 6f 
KSa^ WttiAM^ reigtt, {Old at a ^tue; 
t(4itn dot PriiicX WftS <Mde ejAremcty 
fitsedfy, ^ the Sridletkee with whSdilbiiMi 
dp M» d^mfltrs «)d difef f srvMutttl 

pnmn of Bttgkmd mi^e luive ^kfwot 
^ tile eye$ t)f ^x Prince- of (V<d)i^/j- Im 
fiXindit, t^htxi plated upon Ids hetid, a 
troiwn 6f INxiis. Tbt linger he wdNi 
fte &adtm, the handdet !Hli becanM 
lucre tig^ araS iikfotne. Cooq^akifeft 
and cnqtnries arofe' in the ftouta 
Fetids tdxd tmdiriltian aikinM^fi)k§ in 
die eonvocatm. Korhnlfbreigiiidfair* 
a more lAropidous a^ped. Lewis thtt 
fourteenth was makix^ large ftridss to*^ 
wards univerfid. monardiy. Plots were 
carrying <»i at St. Germain's^ Tl^ 
Dtdcbhsui acknoW)e%ed the t>tilcd of 
AnjOfO as JCtt^ of SpiUH : and Eukope 
in general^med pregnant of fire^ ami 
l«ady to bwft into flaatfs. Thus h^;ad 
the year t7oi. Kmg William in hope* 

■ • tb 
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to diipelthis^fulphureous body of clouds^ 

which feemed to threaten fome future 

thuQder of extraordinary violence/ had 

made ieveral changes in his ininiftry» 

and had removed fome of' his fiEuthful- 

eft firvant^ from places of the higheft 

truft and di^ty. The alteration proved 

of little orno.effeft. The animofity of 

^ehoufe of commons could not be ap<* 

peafed. They looked upon the lofs 

of lucrative employments, as an in- 

fujBicient punifhment : for high crimes 

and roifdcmeanprs : and they begaji firft 

by impeaching the Earl of Portiano « j 

and then proceeded to the impeachments 

of Lord.SoMERs^ the Earl of Orford^ 

and the Earl of Hallifax^ 

•William Bentinck, Earl of Portland, Grotm 
oftheftol^.' ^. • .. . , J 

^ John Som^r?, Saron Somers of Evij/hum, FirS^ 
Lord Keeper : afterwards. Lord High 'Chaftcelloi'. 
' * Edward Rv88e<,l» -Earl of Orvoilo. Treafoi'er 
of tl^e N»vy, and on^ of the Lords Commiffion^rs of 
the Admiralty. 

^ Cbarles MouHTAGVEy Earl of Hallifax. Af\ 
pointed one of tke Commifoncrs pf the Treafory ; and 
I^erw4rds jnade Ciiancellor of the Exchequer, 

Thefe 
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AND WRITINGSOF Dr. SWIFT. 9r 
' Thefe were all great men ; and the 
thjree laft were c^ remarkable abitities 
and experience* Lord Somers was the 
general patron of the literati, and the 
pardicular friend of Dr. Swift. The 
Earl of Orford had been confidered in 
a manner as lord high admiral ; the 
whole af!kifs of the navy having been 
committed to his charge. Lord Halli- 
FAX had a fine genius for poetry, and 
had employed his more ycwthful part of 
life in that fdoice. He was diftinguiihed 
by the natne of Mouse Mount ague, 
having ridiculed, jointly with Mat 
Prior, Mr. Dryden's famous poem of 
the Hind and Panther. The parody is 
drawn from Horace's fable of the City 
Moufe and Country Moufe, and begins, 

ji miik white mmfe, immortal and unchanged. 
Fed mfoft cbeefey and oer the dairy rang'd. 

But afterwards, upoii Mr. Mounta- 
GUE*s promotion to the chancellorflup 

of 
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«f'thfiBxdicqucr,PR|pn» widi a godd- 
kumoured iiKfignadon at foniig his 
friend prcfettcd, and hinp61f nc^bftttdU 
tondndtt an ^ftk ivrittni M |be ]mr 
1698, to Fleetwood S«sf«Eso» £iq|| 
with diefe diiec lanes. 



Nor vofiifd ikrve ** fm. eiferv% 

fbat one Moujfe eats^ wait r ether's Jlaro* J. 



You v^ Ihd Ae charaa^ra of tlM 
four impeftched lords 4tienbti mukr 
AHjenian iu»ie#. Phocion is the E19I 
of Portland. Aiistides is Lqrd 8&* 

MKM. TnSMISTOCLEfi 18 ths Ejul of 

Orpoiio. Pericles is tlw Earf of 
Hallifa«. ' &iparallek of duis fort, it 
. is iinpoffl^ ^SxA emy cifcumftanoe 
fliould tally mth die utmoft exa^efs: 
but die wIm^ tr«idle Is ftdl 4)f luftori.- 
cal kliowledge, and exoelt^t reficxioos. 
It is not mixed with any improper Tallies 
if ynty or any li^ t^s d humour: 
and in point of (l}4e «Bd- kanvngr b 
-^ equal. 
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AND WtOTNGSOF Dk.' SWIFT, ^f 
equal, if wtiiqpemr, 0^j of ip poii. 
^kflil worika. 

Svktsqacat to f^r Sfsmrft etmermng 
AtitMs and Bam* k a ptper mktm jbt 
liie ytmt 1703* m denfion of die fljrle 
^md. xnanner of Mr. Robbrt Boyle.* 
To idiat a iidi^ miift tlie %irk of fir- 
cafin anfein aaandior, who ooukl pcie- 
mil upon \m^ to jndicule& |)ood « 
wpan as Mr. Botlx ? The iirard of wt,- 
IjtatAt kfAcoi^tac, cute dona iattiA 
load Hoe, and attadu every olqeft that ac» 
ddentattf lies in its way. fbxt, Aaip 
aad indtfKhte as die c(^ of it may fa^ 
Mr. 3o>TLE wiU ahn^s xemaiB iomil'*; 



^tU featimasts ef a eburA^-Bt^lmid-^ 
MMHt uiAffifpeS tq reUgunatd gaotrwrnait^ 
was wntten in die year lyeA, U it 
adapted to that pactapdar pedoil. The 
fiyle of the whde pnnpldet i«' ncnrons/ 
ahd, ezpept in fontt few plaoes^ the-fi»ti- 
mexa^ iinputiaL Tkt ilat&.of HtUand'xi lb, 

juftly. 
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jt]ftly> and» at the fame time, fo conciieijr 
delineated, that I camiothdptranfcribing 
it Speaking of ihcDufcb^ the author 
fyys^ ^^ ^ey ate a commonweakb foumkd 
^< m afudden^ by a defperate attemfit ina 
«^ defperate cmditiort^ not formed ct digefted 
^ intoaregukrfyfiem by mature tbmgbt and 
*' reafwy but huddled up under the preffure 
^ ^f fudden exigencies j calculated for. n^ 
« kng duration^ and hitberto fubjijiing bf 
^ accident in the mid/i of cmteiiding powers^ 
^ who cannot yet agree about fbaring it 
<* amon^ them'* This tiaft is vcry^well 
worth your reading and attention: and 
it confirms an ohfervation which will 
perpetually occur, that Swift excels m 
whatever ftyle or manner he aflumes* 
When he is in eameft, his ftrehgth of 
reafbn carries, with it oonvi£tion. When 
in jeft, every competitcfr in the racs cf 
witis left behindhim* 

The argument againji abolifhing Cbri^ 
fiimity is carried on with the highefl 

wit 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr- SWIFT, g^ 
tvit and humour. Graver divines threaten 
their readers widi future punifhments : 
Swift artfully exhibits a piflure of 
preient fhame. . He judged rightly in 
imagining that a fihall treatife, vmtten' 
with a fprk of mirth and freedom^ mufb 
bemore efficacious^ than long fermons^ 
or laborious leflbns of morality. He 
«ideavours to laugh us into religion ; 
well knowing, that wc are often laughed 
out of it. As you have not react the 
pamphlet, excufe a quotaticm, to which 
may be prefixed the old proverb ex pede 
Hercukm. " / would fain kncnv (fays the 
*' Dean) bow if can be pretended j that the 
** churches are mfdpplied. Where are 
** mtn-e appointments and rendezvoufes of 
** gallantry ? Where more care to appear 
«• in theforemoft box with greater advantage 
of drefs ? Where more meetings for buf^ 
nefs ? Where more bargains dri^oen of all 
forts t And where fo many convehiencies 
or incitements tofieep f 

H The 



C€ 
4( 



Digitized 



by Google 



$6 REMARKS ON THE LIFE . . 

The papers which inuBcdiately follow 
are entirely huiiKMX>iis» and relate to Par- 
TRiDGfi the almanac maker ; and al- 
though they are not only teinporafy» but 
local ) yet by an art peculiar to SWiPT 
liimfelf, tl^y are rendered immortal, 
fo a9 to be read with pkafure, as loing a$ 
the Engliih langtmge fubfifts. 
\ To theiib> fucceeds A projeSifor the ad-^ 
^ancemint of religion^ and the reformatio 
$f nkimers^ written in the year \^o% 
jmd dedicated to the Counted of Berk- 
tEY* The author appears in earneft 
throughout the whole tieatife y i^ the 
dedication, or introdu£tion, is in a ftrain 
<^ ferious panji^gyric, which the Lady, to 
whQin it is addrdled, undoubtedly de^ 
fiirved. But as the pamphlet is of the 
iatirieal kind^ I am apt to imaginCf that 
. my friend the Dean put a violence tipoA 
lumfelf> in chu&ng to appear catididly 
i^otis, rather than to laugh filatidy un-- 
der his ufual malk of gravity. Read it, and 
tell me your opinion : for medunks, up- 
on 
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AND WRITINGS OF Djt. SWIFT. 97 
oti thefe occafions^ Jperceive him writing 
in Qmckks. 

the triticat ejfdy on the faculties of the 
mind Will make you finile. 

^e Utter to the Earl tfOxt6tii>far cor^ 
riSfing^impron)ingy and afcertaimngtbe £ng«« 
lifh tanj^ue might have been a very u&f ul 
performana;» if it had been longer, and 
lefs etlipied by compliments to the 
noble pedbn to whom it is addrefied. 
It feems to have been intended as a pre*- 
face to fome more enlarged deiign: at 
the head oi which fuch an introduftioa 
xaxiQi have appeared with great propriety. 
A wcSrk of this kind is much wanted, 
Bi our language^ inftead of being im« 
proved, is every day 'growing worle, 
and mord dc^afed. We bewilder aur>- 
felves in v^ous orthography ^ W9 
ipeak» and we write at random ; and 
if a man's common converfation were to 
be committed to paper, he would be 
ftartiod f^ to find himfelf guilty in a 
Ha few 
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Jew fentences, of fo many folccifms and 
fuch falfe Englifti. I believe we are the 

.only people in the Chriftian world, who 
repeat the Lord's Prayer in an ungram- 
matical manner: and I remember to 
have heard, that when a motion was 
made in the Convocation to alter the 
word [which] for the word [who] the 
propofition was rejefted by the majority. 
This inftance may fhew you of what 
fort of men the moft learned, and even 
the moft reverend affemblies, are fomc- 
-rimes compofed. But let us confider the 
condudl of a neighbouring nation. How 
induftrious have the French been to im- 
prove their language ! and to what a 
ftate of perfedlion have they brought 
it ! Romey by her conquefts, made her 
dialeft univerfal : France^ by her policyi 

. has done the fame. By policy, I mean 
the encouragement of arts andfciences; 
which will often render a nation more 
powerful than arms. Nothing has con- 
IriButcd fb; much to the purity and ex- 
" w r '- ccllehce 
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AN6 writings of Dr. SWIFT. 99 
Cellence of the French tongue, as the no- 
ble academies eftablifhed for that pur- 
pofe: and, until fome public work of 
the fame kind is undertaken in England^ 
we cannot flatter ourfelves with any 
hopes of amending the errors, or afcer- 
taining the limits of our ftyle. I fhall 
not prefume even to whifper to youy 
that I think a defign of this fort is fuffi- 
ciently momentous to attraft the confi- 
deration of our legiflative powers. Their 
thoughts are otherways employed, and 
their faculties otherways applied. But 
I will venture to fay, that if to our holpi- 
tals for limatics, an hofpital was added 
for the reception and fupport of men of 
fenfe and learning, it would be of the 
higheft honour to the prefent age, and of 
nolefs advantage to pofterity. I call it an 
hofpital; becaufe I fuppofe it to be ercfted 
for the benefit of fuch perfons, whofe in- 
firm fortunes, or difeafed revenues, may. 
have rendered the ftrength and abilities of 
their minds weak and ufelefs to the pub-j^ 

H 3 Uc ; : 
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]ic:forI«fitirely agree with AmsTOTij, 
where he fays, in the words of his £:ho* 
Uftft, Eum praclara et magna vix pojfe 
exequi et frajiare^ cut faadtates defunf : 
fMmiam per amcos et civilem. ff^entiam ve-- 
bai per injirumenta necejfe eft plerap^ 'ejici. 
Xhe reBexion9) that arife from this theme^ 
I find, are driving me beyond the bounds 
of a letter : therefore I fhall only add, 
that I heartily wiih you may think an 
attention to your native language as ufe« 
f 1)1 and improving a ftudy, as can be 
purfued, in whatever ftation of life Vio- 
vidence may allot you. 

There are two other letters in this vo* 
lume extremdy worthy of your notice. 
The one is, I'd a young gentleman lately en- 
tered into holy orders. The other is, Tto a 
young lady on her marriage. The former 
ought to be read by all the young der- 
gymen in the three kingdoms* and the 
latter by all the new married women. 
But here again is the peculiar felicity of 
Swift's writings j the letters are ad-t 

dreffed 
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dreffed only to a young clergyman and 4 
young lady, but they are adapted to 
every age and underftanding. They con- 
tain obiervations that delight and inir 
prove every mind j and they vriil be 
read, with pleafiire and advantage, by 
the ddeft and moft exemplary divines, 
and by the moft diftinguifhed and moft 
accomplifhed ladies. 

The reft of the volume is filled up with 
fliort tra6b, and papers of various forts : 
moftly humorous and entertaining. You 
will laugh at the ftory in one of the i5»- 
telUgencerSj oi Whisk and Swobbers: and 
you will wifh the Matter on thofe inferior 
duties of life, called Les petites Morales^ 
hungup in every 'fquire's hall in England. 
I am, my deareft Hamilton, 

Tour moji affeSHonate Father 

ORRERY; 
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I 

LETTER IX. 

WEarenowcome^ my dear Hat 
MILTON, to the fccond volumie 
of S wi F T 's works. It is filled yvith poetry : 
but the poems in general are fliort and 
fatirical. The poem of the greateft 
length, and, I believe, the longeft ever 
compofed by Dr. Swift, is of a very 
extraordinary nature, and upon a very 
extraordinary fubjeft. It is called Ca- 
PENUS and Vanessa. As a poem, it is 
excellent in its kind, perfefUy coireft, 
and admirably condufted. Swift, who 
had tlie niceft ear, is remarkably chafte 
and delicate in his rhymes. A b^d rhyme 
appeared to him one of the capital fins 
in poetry s and yet it is a fin into which 
fome of our gieateft poets have fallen. 
Pryden • frequently : Pope fometimes* 
The former was embarraffed with a wife 
and family, and was often under fuch 
neceflitous circumilances as to be ob* 

ligcd 
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liged to publifh, or to want fubfiftence. 
The latter was in a lefs confined, and 
in a much more eafy fituation: he was 
naturally judicious, and uncommonly at- 
tentive to maintain the dignity of his 
charafter. Although hi« body was weak, 
his mind was equal to the weight of 
his laurel crown ; and he wore it not 
only with eafe, but majefty. Take him 
as a poet, we Jhall not fee his like again. 
But why do I keep you in fufpenfe ? you 
are impatient, I dare fay, to know fome 
particulars of Vanessa. Her real name- 
was Esther Vanhomrigh ". She was 
one of the daughters of Bartholomew 
Vanhomrigh, a Putch merchant of 
Amjlerdamy who, upon the revolution, 
went into Ireland^ and was appointed, 
by King William, a commiffioner of 
the revenue. Her mother, whofe name 
I forget, was born in Ireland^ of very 
mean extraftion. The Dutch mer- 
chant, by parfimony and prudence, 

^ The name is pronounced Vaknxtms&y* 

had 
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had €olle£led a fortune of about fiz-« 
tjtcn tfaoufand pounds: he bequeathed 
an equal divificm <^ it to lus wifi and 
his four children, of which two were 
ft>ns, and two were daughters. The 
fims, after the death of their father, 
trzydkd abroad. The eldeft died be« 
yond fea, and the youngefl: furvivihg 
his brother only a fhort time, the wh<de 
patrimony fdl to his two liilers, Esther 
and Mary. 

WiA this increafe of wealth, and 
with heads and hearts elated by afflu^ 
ence, and unrefbrained by forefight or 
^cretion, the widow Vanromrigh and 
her two daughters quitted the ilhixurious 
foil of their native country, for the more 
ekgant pleafures (^ the Englifh court. 
During their relidence at London they 
lived in a courfe of prodigality, that 
ftretched itfelf far beyond the Umks of 
dieir income, and reduced them to great 
diftrefs ] in the midft of which the mo-* 
ther died, and the two daughters^ haft- 

ened 
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died in att fecrecy back to Ireland^ be- 
moaning their journey on a Sunday, to 
avoid the inter)rupti<m and importuni- 
ties of a certmn fi^ce kind of animals, 
called bailiffs 5 who are not only fwom 
foes to wit and gaiety, but whofe tyranny, 
although it could not hare reached the 
deified Vanbssa, might have been very 
fatal to Esther Vanhomrigh. Within 
two years after their arrival in Ireland^ 
Mary the youngeft fifter died, and Ac 
finail remains of the fhipwreckt fortune 
centred in Vanessa. 

Vanity makes terrible devaftation in a 
female breaft. It batters down aH re- 
ftraints of motkfty, and carries away 
every feed of virtue. Vanessa was ex- 
ceffively vain. The character given of 
her by Cadenus is fine painting, but, 
in general, fi<Etitious. She was fond of 
drefs : impatient to be admired : very 
romantic in her turn of mind : fuperior, 
in her own opinion, to all her fex : full' 
of pertnefs, gaiety, and pride : not with- 
out 
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put fome agreeable accomplifhments/ bab 
far from being eitlier beautiful or gen-; 
teel : ambitious, at any . rate, to be: 
efteemed a wit; and, with that view,* 
always affecting to keep company with, 
wits : a great reader, and a violent ad- 
mirer of poetry : happy in the thoughts 
of being reputed S w i f t's concubine : but 
ftill aiming and intending to be his wife. 
By nature haughty and difdainful, look* 
ing with the pity of contempt upon her 
inferiors, . and with the fmiles of felf- 
approbation upon her equals ; but upon. 
Dr. Swift with the eyes of love. Her 
love was founded in vanity, or, to ufe 
a more fafhionable phrafe, in tajie. His 
own lines are the beft proof of my 
aflcrtxon* 

Cadenus many things had writ } 
Vanessa much ejleem'd bis wif^ 
And caltd for his poetic works i 
Mean time the boy " in fecret lurks ^ 

* CvFip. ' ^ 

/ And 
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'And mobile the book was in her band^ 
itbe urcbin, from bis private ftandy 
^ook aim J andjhot mtb all bis Jlrengtb 
A dart of fucb prodigious lengtb; 
It pierced tbe feeble volume tbro\ 
And deep transfix d ber bofom too. 
Some lines ^ more moving tban tbe refi^ 
Stuck to tbe point tbat pierced ber breajl 5 
And borne direElly to ber beart 
Witb pains unknown encreas'd tbe fmart. 

yANESSA, not in years a fcore^ 
J^r earns of a gown of forty jour 5 
Imaginary cbarms can find 
In eyes^ witb reading y almofi blind: 
Cadenus now no more^ appears 
Declined in bealtb, advanced in years : 
She fancies mufic in bis tongue y 
Norfurtber looks ^ but tbinks bim youngs 

The poem itfdf is dated in the year 
17 1 3, when Swift was in his meridian 
altitude; favoured by the courtiers 5 flat- 
tered» feared, and admired by the greatest 
men in thp.nation. 

By 
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By the verfcs which I har6 already tt^ 
ated, it may be preAimcd that the lady 
was firft finittea with the fame and 
character of CADBtitrs, and diterwards 
with his perfon. Her firft thoughts pm*- 
fued a phantom. Her litter palfion de- 
fired ft fabft2m<se. The manner in which 
ihe ctifcovered her indiila&ms, is poeti« 
cally defcribed in thele lines* 

She owrid the •wanttrifig of ber tbsugbti j 
But be rmfi ^foier fir ber faults. 
She well remember' dy te ber ctflt 
^at all bis leffmts were tut hjl» 
two maxims fiat mid ^U frpduce. 
And fad experience taagbi tbeir ufe : 
'Tbat virtucy fkaid by being fbo^y 
Kiwms mtbing itbidii it dire not «vsn: 
Can make us, witbout fear, difclofe 
ikir tmhoji feerets to out fws : 
flTutt eommn form were not defipii 
J>ireSiws to a nobU mnd, 
Noi»y faid the nymf^, to iet you fee. 
My anions with your ruks i^ee', 

That 
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3%^!/ Icon vulgar forms difpije^ 
jind bevi no f carets to difguifi^ 
J hMew^ by what you find and writ^ 
Sbw dmg'rous things H»er€ mm of wit i 
Tou cautioned me agmnji their charms^ 
But never gave me equal arms : 
Tmr lejfons feimd the weakefi part^ 
Ainid at the head^ and reached the heart. 

Suppofii^ thisr account to be tnie, and 
I own to yp\ky my Ham^ I can fcaros 
tlunk it oth^rwife^ it is evident that iStut 
£air Vanema had madb a furpriaing 
ppogrcfs in the philofophic dodrines^ 
which ihe bad received from her pre* 
jcqjtor* His rules were certainly of a 
BM>ft extrac»:dinary kind. He taught 
her,^that vice^ as foon as it defied ihame^ 
was imme^ately dianged intp virtue* 
That vulgar forms were not binding 
tip<Mi certain choice fpirifs^ to whom either 
the writings, or the perfons of men of 
vidt were acceptable. She heard the 
lefTon with attention^ and imbibed t^ 

philo* 
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philofophy with eagemefs. The max:* 
ims fuited her exalted turn of mind. She 
imagined that if the theory appeared fo 
charming^ the pradtice muft be much 
more delightful. The cloie cbnnexion 
of foul and body feemed to require^ in 
the eye of a female philofopher, that 
each ftiouH fuccced the other in all 
pleafurable enjoyments. The former had 
been fufficiently regaled, why muft the 
latter remain uhfatisfied ? " Nature/* fiud 
'Yanessa, ** abhors a vacuum^ and na-^ 
^* ture ought ialways to be 'obeyed." She 
commimicated thefe fentimcrtts to her tu- 
tor; but he feemed not- to comprehend 
her meaning, nor to conceive the dt^ 
fiinSlio rationis that had taken rife in hh 
own fchool. He anfwered her in the 
non-effential modest He talked of friend- 
fhip, of the delights of realbn, of gra- 
titude, tefpeft and efteem. He almofl: 
preached upon virtue, and he muttered 
fome indiftinft phrafes concerning cha- 
^ftity. 

"^ .: So 
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So unaccountaUie a conda6): in Cad£n tf s 
may be thought rather to proceed from 
defe£b in nature, than from thefcrupu^ 
lous difficulties of a tender confcience« 
Such a fuppofition will ftiU appear more 
ftrong^ if we recoiled the diftant man** 
tier in which Sw»t cohabited with 
Stella, i colder, if pofliUe, after, than 
before^ fhe was his wife : and I now re^ 
coHeA ibme of his own lines that feem to 
confirm the furmife, as they contain an 
infinuadon againil Vanbssa, not per* 
liaps fb much intended to wound her 
jpeputation, as to fave his own. 

But what /uccefs Vansssa met 
Is to the ^orld a fecret yet^ 
jybetbtr the nympb^ to pleafe her fwaiH^ 
^aiis in a high romantic ftrain ; 
Or wheAer be at laji defcends 
7# i^ with kfs ferapbic endsi 
Or^ to compound the bu/inefs^ whether 
Tj&ry temper love and books together i 
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Ifi^ Mttier ta mtathmi k itU, 
Nor Jkail d» c0ifcim mtiff mi^. 

It is impoffiUe to read Hm ixDd hint 
witlipttt gi«at iadtgnatbn fg»i«ft tk 
ctnfcitm amfe, c^^edalfy as k is Aft 6? 
ittflung ftroke of a pfture, which m» 
tkadj drawn in tod loofit a gann^^ 
and ioQ unguarded a pc^uie; I^ tlwt 
inftfiBce* I am afraid titt I)ean muft re^ 
main incYCiifahki. 

VAKB8S4, in (amt tame a{^ thedcaiii 
cf her fiAer, ledred to Sel6tidgg» a iiqill 
houfe and eftate tiiat had faeei\7iirch»ftil 
by her i^tdier, within ten ^ twelve miles 
of DuUitt, Spken and diiappoiiitmM^ 
were the comfaxttons «f hec foUtiqdi^ 
ThiQ narro^praefi of her income^ tht eoiH' 
ne6 of heir loiwr^ the k6 of her x/apsA- 
tation, all oonkributBd to make her m&x* 
able, and to encres^ the firenaki^ difpcv 
fition of htf mind, in tfab meJanrhply 
fituadoQ ihe remained l^eral years, dur- 
ing which time Cadenus viiited her fre- 
quently. 
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ijpuki&j. Hxk piirtlctflar converfatiohi 
Sis it p^ifled without Mtn^b^ intift fbr 
evor if^aih ixaikh.6^: but, in general, 
h is t^mifH tiSat ffie often prdSbd hiiS 
td trtatry hfer. Hii anfwa^ were rather 
ttU^ i^^ivit thaii p6lSti^ d^mias } till at 
ti^ Mng imaBle ib iufl^ faei* waght 
df nMetf ihy Jonjger, fhe writ a- very 
l^fiicier epi^ to Gadenu?^ infixing 
p&ttmf^rilf ujpori as ioioiis an an- 
^mr, and an itdniediate acceptance, 
iit at^ltite re^ii^ of her, as Hs wii^. 
Ili§ t^f ¥m Seiivdred by fiis o\^ 
he^d. He brought it M^tK Imb wheti 
hii md^i Ms iinal viftt ^ Selirti^ei anj 
ttod^ing down flie letter npon her 
tkhTHi ^th great ^fhoh hafteiied back 
€b la& hbrfe, carr^g in his cbihitenancd 
the fr@WHS 6f anger sSid indignation. ' 

fer. !^iFT had a natulra! ftverity oF 
fi©&,~#lMdi evcii iris finiles- could fcarce 
fefteny dr his utmoflf gaiety reftdef placM 
and ferene : but when thaf ftemnefe of 
vifage was encreafed by rage, it is fcarce 

I 2 poffible 
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poflibk ta imagine looks, or features, that 
carried in them more torror and auft^ty* 
Vanessa had feen him in all tmnpers^ 
and from his outward; appearance flie 
gueiled at the inward contents of his let^ 
ter. She read it widi as much refdution 
as the prefent cruelty of her fjlte^ and 
the raging pride of her heart,, would 
permit. She found. . herfelf entirely 
difcarded from his friendfhip and 
converfation. . Her offers were treated 
with infolence and difdain. She met 
with reproaches inilead of love, and 
with tyranny inftead of affe£tipn. . She 
had long thrown away the gentle lciu« 
tives of virtue ; which, upon this occa- 
fiori, might have proved healing ingre- 
dients to fb deep, and fo dangerous a 
wound. She had preferred wit to rdi- 
^on> flie had utterly deftroyed her cha- 
rader, and her confcience ; and ihe was 
now fallen a prey to the horror of her 
own thoughts. 

Turn 
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^um vero infelix fatis exterrita Dido 
Mortem or at : t(edet cceli convexa tuert. 

She ^d not iurvive many days the 
lettCT^ delivered to her by Cadenus ; 
but, during that fhort interval, ftie was 
fufficiently compofed to cancel a will 
made in Swift's favour, and to make 
another, wherein flie left her fortune 
(which, by long retirement, was in 
fome meafurc retrieved) to her two 
executors. Dr. Berkley, the prefent 
Bifliop of Cloyne^ and Mr. Marshall, 
one of the King's Serjeants at law. 
She had chofen Mr. Marshall, not 
only as he had an excellent character, 
but as he was her relation. She had 
little ' perfonal acquaintance with Dn ' 
Berkley: his virtues, and his genius> 
were univerfally known : yet other mo- 
tives perhaps induced her to appoint him 
a joint executor: in fuch an appoint* 
went, fhe probably defigned to mortify 
I 3 the 
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the pride of Dr. Swift, by letting him 
fee, tliat, in her laft thoughts, 0ie pee- 
fy;xti. a ftrainger before hkn. 

Thus periflied at SelbridgCy under all 
&e agoniea of de^psur, Mrs.. Esther 
yANHOMRiGH; a miibraUe example of 
an ill-fpent life, fantaiUc ^t, vifionary. 
fchemes, and female weakne^. 

My paper fcarce albws room for Hbti 
f^Qgeftionate name of 

OJlRERy. 



LETTER X. 

J^y iftfr Hamilton^ 

I Have received yours oi the 24th in- 
ftant. You &em fb much^ plra&d 
With the commentaries relating to. Va- 
NB8SA> and you have exprefled fo much 
(atbfaftion in my account of Stell^a, 
that probably you wifli Swift to hay« 
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hrfd as ^iuif yi^fkml&d aiidr^fl^ as So- 
Lh^^thif ih wdet fib fanathi xdfe #kh' 
pa-ptkaii msitkiiA^ kfr fbe 6ifl6ry of « 
Laiy. It IS frue^ i^ f^d tli6 l)eMi 
k(^ cc«(ip!if«j^ #itH liiaiKy (if lfi« fiiir 
fe:t, birf fbey^ i/vterS Mt^ H&s ^ufetnent 
tkatt ias attea^oh. He trifted away 
tiiMy hmt^ xn tte conveHation; he 
filfcd aiany pages ih their praife, Md by 
idite ^wer of fiis ^e^» be gaine<$ the 
c&aradler of a hf^, wi^oat the leaft 
afflftahee froM ]u!» heiar^. To ttus pa^^ 
cuUor &md of pride fu^)^tfed by lh6 
bent of bis genius, and joined by the 
^xceifive cofilhefi of Ws nature, Vanessa 
owed> the nnn of her r^utadon; and 
from the fame tm&Sy StiTllA remained 
an unadblowkdged wife. If we conitder 
Swift's behavbur^ & far only as it re- 
lates to women» we fha& &nd, that he 
looked upon them rather as bufts, than ' 
as whde figures. In his panegyrical 
4ic&riptions> he has feldom deieended 
lower than the center of their hearts : 
1 4 or 
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or if ever he has defigned a compleat* 
ftatue, it has been generally caft in a 
dirty, or in a difagiseable mould: as if 
the ftatuary bad not conceived* or had 
not experienced, that juftnefi of pro* 
portion, that delicacy of limbs, and 
thofe plealing and graceful attitudes, 
which have conftituted the fex to be the 
moft beautiful part of the creation. If 
you review his feveral poems to Stella, 
you will find them fuller of affe£tion 
than defire, and more expreilive of 
friendfhip than of love. For example^^ 

7^1^, Stella, ^ert no Itmger youngs 
When jirji for thee my harp I firtmg j 
Without Me 'word of CupidV darts. 
Of kiUing eyes J or bleeding hearts j 
With friendjhip and ejieem pojeji, 
I ne'er admitted Love a guejl, 

Moft of the poems, which are ahfo- 
lately addrefled to Stella, or which 
defcribe her in a variety of attitudes, 

turn 
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turn upon her age : a kind of excuie 
perhaps for Swift's want of love. 
. I began one of my formier letters^ my 
dear Hamilton, by a declaration that 
it was impoliiUe for me to pais a very 
minute comment upon the various pieces, 
that he has written ; and I muft renew 
^ fame declaration in regard to his 
poems. They are not only mingled 
improperly, in points of dates, and 
iubje£ls> but many, very many of them, 
are temporary, trifling, and I had almoft 
laid puerile. Several of them are per« 
ibnal, and confequently fcarce amufing ; 
or at leaft, they leave a very finall 
impreffion upon . our minds. Such 
indeed as are likely to draw your at* 
tention, are exquifite, and fo peculiarly 
his own, that whoever has dared 
to imit^e him in thde, or in any 
of his works, has conftantly failed in 
&e attempt. Upon a general view of his 
poetry, we fhall find him, as in his other 
performances, an uncommon, furpriz- 

ing, 
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ii^ heterodite genicd: IiDciiriovis iti 
his fancy, Jrnfy in Ins idea^ famnoiyras^ 
in his defoipdons, and Utter, exceeding 
Htter in Ms fktir. The reftfeffift^ of 
his imagination, and die dzfappointment 
of hi» anrinlion, have both contrihoted 
to hinder lum from tmdertj^ng anf 
poetical •vmrk of length or importance: 
IBs wit was fofficient to every labour : no 
flight could have wearied' the flrength- 
of his pinions : perlu^ if the extenlive' 
views of his nature had been fuQy ^ 
tisfied, his airy nnotions had- been more 
xegular, and lefs fudden* But he now 
s^pears, like an eagle that is fometimes^ 
(Gained, and' at that particular time, for 
want of nobler, and more proper food^ 
Averts Ids confinement, and appeaib Ills' 
Hunger, by deftroying the gnats, butter- 
f&Sfy and other wretched infe^b, thaf 
unluckily happen to buzz, or fliitter' 
Witinn his rcadi. 

While! Have Been reading' over thi» 
volume of Jiis poetry, . I have coniideredl 

him 



Digitized 



by Google 



AND WBIT1NG30F Dr. SWIFT, m 
hm ^.99i^^!S^piiafk hkrcglyphk, which, 
th^9ia|^ it had an unnatiral, and frD« 
quQn|||]r an. indoaei^ appearance, yet it 
slLw999 contained: ^me fbarek marks of 
v^r^^XB, and fomfituaes of deep xaora^ 
lijy. The fiibjfi6b of hi& poems are o^ 
tm sai^c^itt^ andl^ pBifoCT&anceab^^ 
tiluEy dsTagre^^ble; 

S^be Ladfn l^^ng Bfiom- has been 
jLUiiverfaUy coadmrned^ as d^cient in 
pcHnt of deiiiacy) evea to. the higheft 
d(^»e» The bdit apology, that can be^ 
made in its lavoi3F» i& to. fiippofe, that 
the author ei^bitedhis Celia in thr 
moiij hiiteDus cdour^ he could find, left 
fhe might be miftaken^ as a. goddefs, 
when (be wa^ only a^ mortal; External: 
beauty ia very allming to youth and in* 
experience ; and Swusir^ by pulling oft 
th^ borrowed plumes of his harpy, dis- 
covers at once a frightful bird oi prey, 
and by makipg her olSsnfive, renders her 
lefs dang^pus and inviting* Such, I 
hope, was his defignj but let lus ^aews 

and 
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and motives have been ever fo beneficial, 
his general want of delicacy and deco- 
rum muft not hope to find even the 
ihadow of an excufe^ for it is impoffi- 
ble not to own, that he too frequently 
forgets that politenefs and tendemefs of 
roahners, whidi are undoubtedly due to 
human kind. From his early, and rq)eated 
difappointments, he became a mifan- 
thropc. If his mind had been more 
equal and content, lam willing to believe, 
that he would have viewed the works 
of nature with a more benign afpeft. 
And perhaps, under a lefi conftant ro- 
tation of anxiety, he might have pre- 
ferved his fenfes to the laft fcene of life, 
and might have enjoyed that calm exit 
from the ftage, for which his friend Ho- 
KAC£ fo eameiUy fupplicates Apollo* 

Frui far aits et valido mibi 
Latoe donesy ety precor^ integrd 
Cum mentcy nee turpem feneBam 
Degere^ nee citbard carentem. \ 

I have 
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I have already told you, that his pride 
was fo great as fcarce to admit any body 
to the leaft fhare of his friendfhip, except 
fudi who could amufe him, or fiich who 
could do him honour. To thefe two 
different clafles we owe many of his 
poems. His companions and humble 
followers find thenifelves immortalized by' 
the infertion of their namps in addreiles 
to Stella, 6r in other mifceUaneou$ 
pieces written in an eafy, although not 
in a carelefs manner. His more exalted 
fk'iends, whofe ftations and characters 
did him honour, are treated in a diffe- 
rent flyle : and you wiU perceive a real 
dignity, and a mofl delicate kind of 
wit in all his poems to Lord Oxford, 
Lojcd Peterborough, Lord Carteret*, 
Mr. PuLTNEY^ and I think I may 
particularly add, in a poem to the 
CoimtefsofWiNCHELSEA% and another 

• Now Earl of GRAKvatt^ 
*Now Earl of Bath. 

* Under the name of Aroelia» 
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to Mrs. Bi]>i)Y FLOirvE» Thitk Haines 
abetoed fedin in his purfuit ti famt. Itiey 
lefle^ed lack, the gl6ry which he gave. 
But) ftiU I canndt recoIkCt x>ne pobn, 
nay) fcarce a cou^, to his hbUd pbtnon 
Lard Bolingbroke. In tii^ inftanq^ 
he has been as Meat, as VIrgil h» 
beea to Hora(:e( and ybt he ccartul^y 
had not « grain of itv^ in hb turn* 
pofition. 

• I think I can difixra a third kind of 
ftyk in hk poeitis addrefisd to Mr. Ptft, 
Mr.GAri Dr. DiLANv^and Dr. Ydvno. 
When he ^fTrites to thorn, l^me ib a hiix^ 
ture <^ ea^ digtkity, fami£arity, ahd af* 
^dion. They werti his intimate frien^^ 
whom he bvdid fincordy, and Whwh he 
ynibsA to accompany into die potdeal 
mffom of eternity. 

I have juft now caft hiy eye &¥ee a 
poem called Deatb and Daphne^ which 
majces me recollect an odd incident rela- 
ting to that nymph. Swipf, fooii aftor 
our acquaintance, introduced me to her, 

as 
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^ to ow Qf his fmale fevourites. I 
]u4 fcarce beqi lud£ an hour m her 
qooipany, b^oreihe aikcd me, if I had 
^B9n ^ Dkam's poem upon Dfsth aid 
'I>9fim* As I told h^r i had not, ihe 
unni¥<^t|ly Tmlocked a cabinet, and. 
bringing out the manufcr^ read i^ 
to me with a leenung £itisfadion, 
<^ l^hix^^ at that time, I doubted die 
finceiity. While fhe was reading, ihe' 
p9a^ was perpetually correfting her for 
M ^omiUMaadon, and for pladns 9 
yroog emphafis i^on particular wordsi 
A9. fopn a^s ihe had gone thorough th^ 
<pi^pofitioni, ihe afiiared me fjniling^y, 
^bajt' t]M^ ppdi^ of PAPHNK was drawn 
fo:h«fifilf : i bej^ to 1^ excoibd fnoa^ 
^Ijfvnfrg ft> and pro^eMthat I could noi 
fiffodQ ^Dstinre diathad thel^r^em* 
blancci but the Dean immediately buril 
w&o a fit fi^ laughter. You £uicy,< itys 
he, tAiaiyouarevcry polte; bittyouarir 
m»eh miftabBO. That I;ady bad rathes 
be a Daphnb drawn by me, dun «l 

Sa- 
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Sacharissa by kAy other pendfj 
She confirmed what he had MAy with 
^eat eameftne^, fo that I had no other 
mediod of retrieving my eiror, than by 
whimpering in her ear,' a3 1 was conduct- 
ing her down ftairs to SxtasPt that in- 
deed I found 

** Hef Band as dry and cold as kad!\ ^ 

♦ ' • / . 

You fee the coitmiand Whicih SWipT 
liad over all his females : and you would 
have fmiled to haVe found his houfe a 
conftant feraglio of very viituous wo- 
men^ who atten<fed him from morning 
till nighty with an ohediehce/an awe^ 
and an affiduity^ that are felidom piud to 
tiie richell:, or die moft powerful lovers i 
no, not even to the Grand Seigfuor hiffl* 
fclf . 

To thefe Ladies Swift owed the 
publication of many pieces, which ought 
never to have been delivered to the prcfe. 
He communicated every comppiition as 

foou 
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foot! as finifhed^ to his female fenate/ 
who, not only pai&d their judgement on 
the performance, but conftantly aiked^ 
and ikooH as conftantly obtained, a 
copy of it. You cannot be furprized 
dut it was immediately afterwards f^en 
in print, and when printed, became 
a part of his works. He lived much at 
home, and was continually writmg,* 
when alone. Not any of his Senators 
preflmied to approach him when he fig- 
nified his pleafure to remain in private, 
•and without interruption. His night- 
gown and flippers were not eafier put 
on or off, than his attendants. No 
Prince ever met with more flattery to 
his perfon, or more devotion to his 
ovm mandates. This defpotic power not 
only blinded him, but gave a loofe td 
paffions that oUght to have been kept 
under a proper reflraint. I am forry 
to fay, diat whole nations are fometimes 
facrificed to his refentment Reflexions 
of that fort appear to me tlie leaft jfafti^ 
K 69hh 
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fia^ of any kin4 of iatir. You willread 
h» Acerrima with in^gnatio9a And his 
Mimaia with regret. Yet I inuft add, that 
finoehe has defcended fo iow a« Xfk wtite^ 
and, (HU h much lpvver> M ^ pHnt 
riddlosa he is excdi^t even in th^ ksad 
<^ vwrfificatbn. .The ^n^ are fiiiQ9th«r» 
the expreflions are nea^» tfid the 
Uiought is clofer purfued than in «flj 
other W<i//(p-wr«V<?r whatever. But Swift 
C&tnpoiing riddles is Titian painting 
draught-boards, whidi mult htve bem, 
inexcufabki, while ther^rertiaincd * flg»* 
poft p»nter in the yfoM. 

At the iattcr ^d of tb« voliwne, you 
will find two Lathi poems. The firft, 
^ (pijik tp X)r. Sheridan j tibe laft, 
^ defcriptiom of th rcch tft Carktry- in 
Inland. The Deah was extremely ib* 
lieitpus, that they ihould be printed 
among his works: and what is no lefs 
true than amazing, he aflumed to hiin« 
i^ more vani^ upon thefe two Latin 
pbetfi^. t^an upon many of his beft 
, -.. Englilh 
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AND WJUTIMGS OF Da. SWIFT, tt^ 
Bngliih performances. It is faid, that 
Milton in his own judgement {ureferred 
the P^rndife regained to ^Parqdife hfi^ 
There poflibly might be found fome ex- 
cufe for fuch a preference, but in Swift's 
cafe there can. be hcxie. He linderftood 
th« Xaiap. language pi^e£Uy wdl, and he 
I«a4 it cpnApntly, but he was no Latin 
poet And if the Carbfritf rupest and the 
^Jhla tU Thomam Sheridan, had 
bem th^ produce of any other author* 
tiiey m^ft h4ve up4crgone a feAn^re ceoi* 
fure &(H^ DfT* Swift* 

H^:^ X fhall 4iiixu& Uiis volmi^e oi hl3 
poems, which hf» drawn m^i^^jgreatsr 
length <4 letter than I intended. Adi/;i|> 
l^iyHAM) belipve me ever 

Tour tge&i(mte FathfT 

^ ^ orrery; 
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jj* . REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

LETTER XL. 

My dear Hamilton, 

THE third volume of Swift's 
works contains T*he travels of Le- 
muel Gulliver into feveral remote na^ 
tions of the world. They arc divided into 
four parts; the firft, a, voyage to X/7//- 
put 5 the fecond, a voyage to Brobding-- 
nag} the third, to Laputa and other 
iJDlandsj the fourth, and moft extraordi- 
nary, to the country of the Houybnhnms. 
Thefe voyages are intended as a moral 
political romance, in which Swift fcems 
to have exerted the ftrongeft efforts of 
a fine irregular genius. But while his 
imagination and his wit delight, the ve- 
nomous flrokes of his fatir, although in 
fome pkces juft, are carried into fo uni- 
verfal a feverity, that not only all human 
aftions^ but human nature itielf, is 

placed 



Digitized 



by Google 



AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT- 131 
placed in the worft light. P^eftion in 
every attribute is not indeed allotted to 
particular men : but, among the whole 
fpecies^ we difcover fuch an aflemblagc 
of all the great and annable virtues, 
as may convince us, that the original 
order of nature contains in it the great- 
eft beauty. It is dircfted in a right line^ 
but it deviates into curves and irregular 
motions, by various attraftions, and dif- 
turbing caufes. , Different qualifications 
fliine but in different men. Bacon and 
Newton (not to mention Boyle) fhew 
the divine ' extent of the human mind: 
of which power Swift could not; be in- 
fenfible ; but as I have often told you^ 
his diiappointments rendered him fplene* 
tic, and angry with the whole world. 

Education, habit, and conftitudon, 
give a fiirprizing variety of characters j 
and,whHe they produce fbme particular 
qualities, are apt to check othersv ^For-> 
titude of mind feldom attends a fedentary 
life : nor . is the man, whofe ambitioua 
K 3 viewa 
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views ate clt)ffcd» fcarcc ever afterwards 
indlied with benevolence of heart. The 
iame mind, that is capaUe of exerting 
the greateft virtue, by fome defe6ixnthe 
firft fteps of education, often degenerates 
into the greateft vice. Thefe effefb take 
their fource from caufes ahnoft mcdia^ 
nical. The foul, in our prefent £AA2ta!^ 
vth is blended and endofed with corpo^ 
Ileal fubftance, and the matter of whidi 
t>ur body is composed, produces ftrange 
in^ulfes upon die tnind : but the in« 
ftantetthat might illjuftrate, and explain 
the different effefls arifing from this for^ 
matkiii, would (^ury me into a digreffion 
too e:?d)enfive for my prelent plan. 

To correft vice, by fhewing its dc* 
•formlty in oppcrfitidn to the beauty of 
virtue, and to iimcnd the fal& i^rfbshis of 
phitofqifay, by pomting out the errors, 
and applying falutary means to avt>id 
dieiib, is a noble defign. Tiids wSs the 
gentsral intent, I would fain flatter my^ 
M(y of my hieroglyjAic friend. 

. -. Gulliver's 
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OtrU.itEft'8 titivds iutt <^ii6fly \a U 
looked. tlpMI «6 dft ki^gular efiky. ^ 
SWifT'i j^cv^^f- wk and htimoun Let 
iistaki«ivkw<of ite t^vofilft pac^ to* 
pettier. Tiie iftfe^itat^ ef LilUpaf are 
P^ftfeated, 4§ if Me^ed from a ton- 
vw iQirrour^ by •%iydi evwy ohjeft is 
reduced to a defpicable minute^is. The 
fotediitBhts of Broklif^agi by A ton^ary 
nicybiu') are enUffgsd to a fhodking de-' 
fbmiiij'. Iti LilUjaavK behold a fet of 
pi^iy ]bift£b,.<^ atUnKikules in human 
(bope^ ]i$£Uloafly engaged in affairs of 
imppttaiMe. In ^uMittgnag iht nion- 
ft&» ^ enormpus fi2e are emfd'^ed in 
rifles.' 

LbmIvkz. Gtf lLIvbH has ob(erVed great 
exaiSbi^ki the \tiQ: proportion and ap- 
pearanees oi the ieveral obje£^s thus lef- 
^ed^d magnified! but he dwdk too. 
much upon thefe optical deceptions. The 
mind k tired with a repetition of them, 
efpeciany as hepclints outno beauty, nor 
ttfeia ftich amaztng dijfcoverics, which 
K 4 , might 
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134 l^EMARKS ON THE LIFE 
might have been (o continued as to have 
afforded improvement^ at the fame, time 
that they gave aftonifhnient. Upon the 
whole, he too often (hews an indelicacy 
that is not agreeaUe, and exerts his vdn 
of humour, moft improperly in fome 
places, where (I am afraid) he glances 
at religion. . . 

In his defcription of LilHptU\» feons 
to have had England more immediately 
in view. In his defcription of BUtfuJm 
he feems to intend the people and king« 
dom of ^France: yet the allegory between 
thefe nations is frequentiy mterrupted, 
and fcarce any where ccmipleat. Several 
juft ftrokes of fatir are fcattered. here 
and there upon errors in thecondu£i of 
our government : and, in the fixth chap- 
ter of his voyage to Brobdingnisfg^ he 
gives an account of the political flate of 
Europe : his obfervations are delivered 
with his ufual fpirit of humour stnd fer 
verity, H? appears moft particularly af<- 
fefted with the proceedings of the courts 

^ of 
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of judicatiitre, . and. coxn{)kms of being 
alfltioil ruined by a Chancery fnit, whichr 
was determnedin hisfavmr ^tb cofts. It 
muft be cbnfefied, that mftances of this 
kind are too frequent in our courts of 
juftice> and they leave us no room to 
boaft of the execution of our prefent 
laws, however excellent the laws, in their 
own original foundation, may have been. 
judgement ^ when turned into wormwood^ is 
kitferi but delays, as Lord Bacon ob« 
ferves, turn it into vinegar: it becomes 
fharp and corroding: and certainly it is 
more eligible tp die immediately by the 
wound of an enemy, than to decay lin- 
gering by poifon adminiftered firom a 
f€;(»ning friend. 

The feveiith chapter of the voyage to 
Brobdingnag cont^ns fuch farcafms on the 
ftrufture of the human body, as too 
plainly ihew us, that the author wae( 
unwilling to lofe any opportunity of de* 
bafing and ridiculing his own fpecies. 

Here 
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Here a rsflcadon oatontiy oedais^ 
%AuiCh, tNitiiout any fapeiftiiaon, leads 
me tsodtly to admire, and coak& the 
\1a5cs of providence t for this great gcw 
nius, diis mighty wit, ^o ieoiied to 
loom and feoff at all mankind, lived 
not only to be an exan^ of pride pu- 
niflied in faisownperibn, and an example 
of terror to liie pride of others $ bm 
lived to underg6 fome of the greateft mir 
ieries to which, hnman nature is iiabk« 
TlMt partitAilar$ .of this aJTei'ti^ will ap- 
pear,, by copying a letter wluch oi»s o£ 
lus relations &nt to me, in anfw^ to 
my enquiries a^r his fituatiion. 



AlyLORD, 

y^H E eafy manner^ in which you reproach 

me for not acquainting you with the poor 

Deans Jituationy lays a frejb obligation upon 
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f*f ; ^ ineOM as an atcttji is fat afmdt^ I 
Jh0 sttmft 9n»t» y^vr Lsr^p^ aul ^ 
far tUt ta^y thai ysn ffo^ mt tbink me 
ttifahk ^mghUS^ ^ tiiAg )fm ietdd com* 
mand mt* I iM pa in )nif la/l ktter^ the 
Deal's vnderfiamMtig Vkrs ^it€ jMe, and 1 
jhttedl^far^tvtfirticulars 'wmildxmiyjbdck 
the tenderi^s tf ymr Mhirey and the mektrp* 
thfyfcMUhokejwn^ heaff aih^ at it has tf* 
tm dtme mni, I.tMs the iaftperfm ^bom 
he kkdw, and ^ebm Mtff fart af his menaty 
jailed y be «wm fo otttri^ious at feeing any 
bo(fy^ that I ta)wj forced to leave him^ not 
tmdd he reft fdr^s ni^ht or two <tfier fiein^ 
any ferfon i fa that all the attendance wbith 
I could pay him was catting twice a loeek to 
mquin afitr his beakb, and to ithferve that 
froper cate ivas taken of him^ and dutjl only 
hok at him while his haci was towards me^ 
f eating to difcompofe him. He walked ten 
boors a day, wotdd not eat or drink if hU 
firvant Joyed in the room. Sss meat was 
ferwd up ready ckt, and fomHimts it wmB 
lie m lour m the tahk t^nre he would touch 

it. 
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//, and then tat it walking. About fix nveeh 
ago J in one night* s time^ Ms left eye /welled 
as large as an egg, and the lid Mr. Nichols 
(bis furgeon) thought would mortify, and 
many large koils appeared uponMs arms and 
body. l%e torture be was in is not to be 
defcribed. Five, perfms could fcarce bold 
bim for a week^ from tearing out bis own 
eyes : and,for near a month, he did not fleep 
(wo hours in twenty four ; yet a moderate 
appetite continued I and what is more to, bet 
wondered at, the la/i day of bis illnefs be 
inew me perfeSlly well, took fne by the hand, 

i called me by ny name, and Jhewed the fame 
pleafure as ufual in feeing me. I afked 
bim if he would give Hfe a dinner f Hefaii 
to be fur e, my old friend. Tbus bt continued 
that day, and knew the DoSljor and Surgeon,: 
and all his family fowell,that Jl/r.NiCHOLi 
thought it pqffible be might return to a Jbare 
of underfianding^ fo as to be able to call for 
mshat he wanted, and to bear fome of his otd 

friends to amufe him. But alas ! this pleafure 
to me vas but of fiort duration \ for thenext 

day 
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day or two it was all over ^ and prove J t6 be 
mfy pain that bad rouzed him. He is now 
free from torture : bis eye almojl well y very 
quiet y and begins to Jleep^ but cannot ^ witb^ 
cut great difficulty^ be prevailed on to walk 
a turn about bis room : and yet in tbis way 
tbe Phy/icians tbink be may bold out forfome 
time. I amy my Lord^ 

Your Lordihip's moft obedient 
humble fervant, 

M. Whitewav* 

Whatafhocking, what anielancholy ac« 
count is this 1 of how fmall eftimation muft 
the greateft genius appear in the fight of 
God! 

About a year and a half afiberwards^ I 
received aletter firoxH another of his relati* 
ons> Deane Swift, Efq^ in anfwer to a re* 
port which I had mentioned to him, of Dr* 
Swift's having viewed himfelf (as he was 
led acrois the room) in a glafs, and crying 
out, " O poor old manT The letter is written 
k>ng after the Dean had been totaUy de« . 
prived of reafon. My 



Digitized 



by Google 



149 REMARKS ON TKElilFE 

My LORD, D"Wift, Aprili, 1744. 

yJS to thefts ^ d^ poor old ixum ! J 

M^red into it. The Dean Sd f^ 

J^rtbing upon bis feting bimfelf in the gkfs^ 

hit neither Mrs. Ridgeway, mr the knioer 

ftrvants cmld tell me 'wbat it avas be /aid, I 

defired them t^ recoiieif ity by the time ^wben 

IJhould ctnne again to the deanery. I haw 

been tbere^nce^ tbey amnU recoUeS it. A 

tbmfand fiories have been invented of him 

nvitbin tbefe two yearsy and impofed upon the 

world. I thought this might have been one 

of tb^} and yet I am nm^ inclined to think 

there may bejhme truth in it : for on Sunday 

the lyth of March^ as be fat in bis chair^ 

upon the boufekeeper^s moving a knife from 

him as be was going to eafcb at ity he 

fhrugged his Jheuldersy andy rocking himfelfi 

faidy I am ¥4iat I 6m, I am what I 9m i 

andy about Jhc minutes afterwards y repeated 

the fame words two or three times over. 

Hisfervantjhavcs his cheeks ^ and ail his fact 
as hw as the tip of his chiny once a npeek : but 
Under the chiny'' and about the throaty when 

\-\ the 
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tBf hair grvm kng, it is €Ut mth fatfin. 

Sometimes be mU not utter afyUeiU ; nf 
^ther times be tmll /peak incdlf&ettt vwds : 
but be never yety at. far at I cwld bear^ 
iaHted nmfmffy vr faid a fodijh tbiag. 

Jbwffwr mmth agp> be gave me great 
trwHe: hefmmdto have a nand to talk to 
me. In order to try iiobat be wfiuU fyf^ I 
told bim Icsme t^dim mtk Um^ andimme^ 
diately bis bmfikapfr^ Mrs. Ridgeway^ 
faidy Won't you give Mr. Swift a glafe 
of wine, Sir ? bejhrugged bis Jbmiders^ jt^ 
as be t^ed to do wben be bad a smnd tbat a 
friend JbouU fpend tbe ensemng witb bim. 
Shrugging bis jlboidders^ your Lordjhip may 
remember^ was as mu:b as to fay: ^^ You'U 
^* rtdn me in wine." lomUp Iwasfcarce 
able to bear tbe fgbt^ Som ^er^ be qgmm 
endeanjouredy wifb a good deal j^pahs^ to fold 
words tosfpeak to me : at lafi^ not being able^ 
after many efforts^ be gave a heavy fgby and^ 
I thinks was afterwards Jilent. ^bis.puiime in 
mind of. nsibat be faid about feoe days ago- 
He endeavoured fcveral times to fpeak to his 

fervant 
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fervant (mw and then he calls bim by hit 
name) at Iqfi^ mt fnding ^ooords to exprefi 
what be wmld be aty after feme uneafinefsy he 
faidy " I am a fool/' Not long agOy tbeifer^ 
vant took up his watch that lay upon the table 
to fee nxhat i clock it was^ befaid^ *' Bring it 
" here:*' and when it was brought ^ he looked 
very attentively at it : fome time ago^ the 
fervant was breaking a large Jlubborn coaly he 
faid, « That's a ftone, you blockhead/' 

hi a few daysy or fome very fhort time^ 
after guardians bad been appointed for him^ 
I went into bis dining roomy where he was 
walkings I faid fomething to him very infig^ 
nificanty I know not what\ but in/lead of 
making a^ kind of anfwer to //, he faidy 
^* Go, go/' pointing with his hand to the 
doory and immediately afterwardsy raijing 
his hand to bis heady he faidy << My beft un« 
•* derftanding/' and fi broke off abruptly^ 
and walked awi^. I amy my Lordy 
YourLordfhip's moft obedient^ 
and moft humble fervant^ 

D£AN£ Swift. 
u. . Thefc 
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/ Thefe' two letters will not probably oc* 
cafion in you* very chearfol fpeculation$« 
Let us rcttim.back therefore to the LiUi-^ 
putiam^wcA^fSbst Brobdingiuiggims y where 
you wiU:find'j:iiany ridiculous 'adventures^ 
even fiich as muft have excited mirth 
in He It AC i. i t vs. • Where ijidclicacieji 
do not- intervene, the narrative is very 
entertiauming and humorous. jSeveral juft 
ftrokes: of &tir are fcattered up and down 
•upon political errors in- gbveftamcinf. ^ Ii| 
fome parte, GuLjLiv£R ieems to h^ye had 
particular incidents j if not particular, per^ 
fons, in Hs view. His obfervations oft gdu^ 
cation are ufefiil : and fo are his injprovei 
incnts on tlie inftitudons of LYGUROftrs. 
tJpon reading over the two firft parts of 
diJefeiravids, I think, that I can xUfcover 
a very: giiat refemblance betwecto certain 
•paffagcs in Qvhi, iyer's voyage to i^//* 
.jtef, and thervoyage pf Cyrano Ue Bbri? 
-GERAfi to the fun and moon* ; - . 
- • Cyrano J>% Bergerac is % French 
author of a {iDg^ar.^ara<5ler^ who had 
-r 1 L . a very 
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.s very ftcxH^ turn of wit and hjunanr, 
in many refpe6b refeaibliDg that of 
Swift. He wanted the zdmatagps of 
teaming, and a xegdar aducalic«a: his 
imaf^lion was lefi guarded andxovrcS:, 
but more agreeaUy extravagant. He has 
itt^^oduced into lut pl^ofophical soakaice 
fix fyfteai of Desgarte8» (wluith was 
Am much admired) interraixt witfa 6-y 
««ral ine ^rokes of iuft &tir on the wild* 
and iaunechanical enquiries of thq philor 
i^hcrs, and aftronomers of iJui^ a|;B: 
and fat many parts he has endmti^ di* 
reeled the j^an, which the Dean of St. 
Patrick's lias purfoed. 

I am dxnj,. and yet, in candour* I 
ou^t tf> obferve, diat Gvi,;.ivxk, in his 
voyage to L/Ar^, darei even to exert his 
vwi of humour fo labersfiy, as lp fdace 
tlie refurr^^^n (one of the moft en> 
couraging ' principles c^ the C^irifliaa 
religion) in a lidkulous sund crn^ 
tempdble %ht \ Why fiionld that ap- 

point- 
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AND ^WWTWGKOFBi. SWIFT, yt^ 
j)omtinent be denied to man, or appear 
fo very extraordinary in the human 
hind, which the Att^or of nature 
has illuftrated in tiie Yegeftible ^pedes, 
^Auxt iSbc feed ^SM atid cbrriipQ, before 
k call nie ag^ tir new beauty and 
^totyt BbH I am wrkmg out of ttkf 
pro^cc) and that I iriay be tetb^ed 
no fartberi here kt me cad the oiddfin 
up^i^tWD firft parts of GvtJlitkR'a 
ttsvi^ tinrcoMchifion of Whidk, Ifnean 
OoixivBli's dftape fiomBiio,BDiirailAO| 
b^ \maiat<sm^ fi(6ncal» and deccUfc. I 
flfll, tef deahStHAMi by dutjr and an* 

thtir il^jfHml, ' 

Orrery. 
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L E T T E R XII. 

t My JearHAMiLThiJy' 

TH E third p&rt o£Gu jLli veh'b taraveb 
\ifr in general ; written agpainft chy^ 
mifts^ mathematicians, mechatiics; and 
projedbors of all kinds* *: ' i iv. '.., 
i Swift was little acqiiainfced vsrithinMBth?-'. 
matieal knowledge; and was prejueBced a-f 
gainft it, by oWerving the ftrang^. e|5jftsLit 
produced in thofe who applied .thein{elye9 
intHfely to that fciejlce; /No part of hlHiiaii 
literature has given greater ftrengtfe to^th? 
mind, or has produced greater l^enefijts tg 
mankind, than the feveral branches of 
learning that mayjpafs uiidcr . thfe general 
denomination of mathematics. But the 
abitfijs oi this ftudy, the icUe, thin, im- 
mechanical refinements of it, are juft fub- 
^efts ^f.fatif^? The real ufe of know- 
ledge is to invigorate, not to enervate 
the faculties of reafon. Learning dege- 
nerates into a fpecies of madnefs, when 

• ' -* !i: >-J It 
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it is not fup^rior to what it poflcfleth. \ V 
The fcientific powers are moft evident, 
whien they are ^ capable of exerting 
Aemfelv«S;in;the fogaj duties of fife: 
y(hm, they wQar my chains^ but can fitely 
diff ng^ themiHves, and^ like a found 
conftitutipn of ' body; rife chearful, afid 
iwpre vigorous -by the fbod they have aor 
quired, be^l& neither opprefied|> nor ren^ 
dercdftupid by. the labours of digeition. 

Lord J^ACON has juftly expofed the 
vain purfuits of oftentatious pedants ii^ 
the differeAt parts of learning, and theiii 
ynaccoimtable temerity in deducing ge*- 
neral rules from arbitrary maxims^ or; 
few experiments: he has likewife fixedl 
upon a fure and certain^ bafis, the proce- 
dpre .and Himts of the human undeiiland« 
ui|r- . 'Swift has purfued thefam?plM^ 
}fi a different manner, and.has placed thf> 
unagii^ary fchemes of alt pretenders vin « 
more ludicrous, sgid.ther^ort in a mor^ 
proper Ughf. 
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Bidicukm acri 
Fortius ac ifieUuimagmupUrumepatJec^res, 

He aumot be fiippoAd to coadenB 
ifeftd eacpcrimntto, «r t^ rigM ^ppli* 
ct^on of them: but he li^aaks ^ 
vua atteoqits, aad intguhyr pFodu^Umt 
of thoft» taih men, whoi, l&e Buon, em- 
biadi^ a deud inflead ola goddefi^ 
l^i^ucd the worid w^ ccBtaun, wh3ft 
Jupiter, from the embraces <^ a JfuNo, 
aad aa At,CM£NA, bkfl^^eu^mdi 
am Mebb, and an Hercules. 

However vrSA the dcftdtption ei the 
J^/j^ ^^«m</} ajid the nMmners and vai> 
eus pr^e^ of the j^oibphav oi Lagath 
may appear, y«l k if a leal pid»re «a« 
bd&Owd with mudi ktent wit wA hu- 
motir* It is a fttur i^on thofe aftrono- 
mers vbA ma&ematidans, whohave b 
•ntkely dedicated thdr dme to the ^a^ 
sels, that they \a^n been earel^ ^thdf 
family and coimtiy, and have bean ikMft. 
^"^^^^^tsudoQS, about the oeeonomy and welfare 

of 
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6( ^ ^^r woridr. fitft if we wtiRiet 
Swrrf^s it>i»attui iiV a feriiiMS' figfiiti wtf 
fhaitStB^naatofiSfmA&et, thftt&oledeterw 
ittiietticMtt iH: i^lufoi0(%, iHikSlt it |)fe^ 
lentfftetti tky tlk tnoff kAtMmg minit&btf 
peffifailjr' wdF faatlAsi iM uikidrf^ood^ 
ilfie in ri^tf vxifaie^ ^ ^ei^rtiifi§»' 
:«# m^ {ioliglpr IbMe ages fiitittie- hS 
as mack dbvried a»^ the shabUi/ ef 
Atttr&ttt ate ^ dus day. ^ Isaac 
^ Newton ^ his notions nl«f hcrftstfteii^ 
^ be olitl of Muoiii Theiie i^ s^ Mtid of 
mocfe jH ph3ofi){i^> as well as in^ othaf 
d&igs } ami fueh ittodes oiEe^ e^ange 
mott fnofli' the Hthnour and caprioe of 
men> t&Ai'eithei' £fbm die imttalanaUfej 
or tlie dtfotmcted condufions^ of thc^ ^lo- 
tolbjjhy itfitf. The reafoniiigs^of jfome 
phHd&phers^ hatre uiidonbtecBy better 
foundations thanthofe of othtti : But I 
am of opinion (and Swift feems to be 
in the &me way of thinking^} ^t the 
moft applauded phibfophy hithoto ex- 
tant has not fullyj clearly, and certainly 
L 4 explauned 
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\iJk ^REMARKS ON THE LIFE. ^ 
explained many difficulties in the phaeno-^^ 
9iena of nature. I am induced to believe^; 
that God inay have abfolutdy denied us 
the perfe6t knowledge of many points in 
philofophyf fo that we ihall never arrivQ 
at that pcrfeftion, however certain we 
may fuppofe ourftlves of having attained, 
to it already, Upcm the whole, we may 
y with TuLj^y, Omnibus fere in rebus, et 
^aximH in phyficis quid nm Jit citiuf^ qtlam 
midjity dixerim^ 
' , The Ytojcft for a more cafy ^d ejcpe-r. 
ditious, method of writing a treatife in. 
any fcience, by a wooden engine % is en- 
tertainingly fatirical^ and is aimed atthofQ 
authors, who, inftead of receiving mate-, 
rials frorn their own thoughts and obfer-i 
yations, collefl from didtiona^es and com^ 
mon place-books an irregular variety^ 
yrithout order, ufe, or defign, 

Utnec pes nee caput uni 
. Jteddatur formce. ^ 



ff^geiiS, 
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AND WRlTn^GSPF Dr. SWIFT, rj^ 
• The projedt of fliortning a difcouricy 
by cutting polyfyllables into one, and 
living out verbs ^ and participles ^ . is; 
pointed at the pernicious cuftom of coih 
tra6tingthq Englifh language, the diav 
left of which is naturally harfh, and that 
harfhne(s is flill encreaied by improper^ 
contra^ons^. As Swift was fcrupv^a 
V>u(ly exa£i: in the pronunciation ofhi% 
own tongue, not the leaft improper cx-^ 
preifion ever efcaped his cenfure : and | 
remember to have feen in manufcript ^ 
diflionary of hard wprds, cpmpofed by 
him for the ufe of his female (enate. 
. The fixth chapter* is f\^ of fcv^rity 
$uid fatir. Sometimes it is exerted 
9gainft the legiflative power : fometimes 
ag^nft particular politicians : fometimes 
^gainft women : and ibmetimes it dege** 
jierates into filth. True humour ought 
to be kept , up yith decency, and. digj 
pity» or it Jbfes every tindture of entcr^r 

J Page 220, * - J[ Page 213. * --'- 

tainment. 
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tMometit. Deftripdons that ftiofk dur 
ixUkaef cannot have the leaft good ef^' 
feft upon our wmSs* They offend «», 
and we fly predpitatefy from the fights 
We cannot flay long enoeag^ to exaanne, 
whedner mt, ibnft, or morality, may be 
ooochod under fodi odious s^peanmoes. 
J am ibrry to iay, that thefe fort of db^ 
feiptions, wtada are too often intetfperftd 
throughout all Swift's woris*^ are iH» 
dom written mth any other vfew, or^nt 
any* other modte, ^an a nitf uidbiwiKd^ 
indulgence of his own^humour, U9td ^ 
pofitioni 

He feems to have BcSSudf has voyage 
to LaFuta in a cardefs hurrymg' man« 
ner, wMch- ma£es medmofl: tididc, that 
lemedmes he was tired of his wode, 
and attempted to run through it as fiift 
as. hr cocdd; otherwife why was the cur- 
tain dtopped' ib loon, or why were we 
deprived- of ftr notile z fcene as m^t 
have been daicoveced in th^ iflandf of 

Glubdub- 
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Gbthdubdrib\ where the governor^ by bis 
JMMneamuauy, hoi ^ power ofeaUuig 
wbom Itpkajedfktm tbe Jifod^ I have «ot 
time by tliis poll to write to you my 
thoughts upon9,i^faiei^ wlifcl^lQnnleft 

curiofity. I t^mited to fiqd fo maqy 
iUuft^f>Ps $hQfts vmS^ Tq qnifikly^ aai 
fo ahr^i]^^ i^m^y %|)t». Qumy of whom 
^nw^ of th^ biji|g|)^ iJMra3:ws io hiftory, 
]^. TBif nexfiettg* l IbaU eodi^xou]: ta dcr 
tainthi^.a li$$le-lo9|;it: in Iteic^-fieUt^ 
thi^ Swift M4iedthaat(>ilayia the 

Jk5f Jfflr Hamhtom, 
rmr afe^ivnate Ttftbet 

ORRERY^ 

* Ch^. 7. P«ge 25s. 

LET- 
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LETTER XIII. 

* • ■♦■■'•.. » ^ . . ., » ^ .. 

I Believe it would be imjpoflible to find' 
out' the defigft of Dr/ Swift, in' 
fumraoning-'upaparccl of apparitions," 
fliat froto; their behaviour^ or from any 
thing^ they fay, are dmoft of as little 
Confequetice, as the ghofts in. Gay's farce 
of the What iye tall it. Perhaps, Swift's 
general- defign might be, to arraign the. 
conduct of eminent perfohs after their 
death, and to convey their names and 
images to pofterity, * deprived of thofe 
falfe colours, in which they formerly ap* 
peareA^ If i!lS&{€ were^ his intentions, 
he has mified his ^jn^^or atleafl, has 
beeri fb f ar carried away by his. difpofi^ 
tjon to raillery, that the moral, which 
bught toarife from fiich a foible, is buried 
^n obfcurity. ^^ 

. , . * ' ^ The 
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AND WRlttNGS OF DR.SWfi?T, t^^ 
" The firft airy lUbftanCc introduced is 
ALEXANDEk tte (jreats After a hiht 
from GulliVer, that we have loft the 
true Greek idiom, the conqueror of the' 
tamverfe is made to declare upon his 
honour, " 5r2w? be died Sy excejhe Jrink^ 
f* ingy not hy poifon'' A trifling ah^ 
an improper obfervationj becaufe th« 
apparition is called up as^he appeared 
k- the head of his army, juft aftc* 
tlte- battle 6f Afbela. I own my cx-^ 
peftations wfere' gfeat, whea I found hii 
kppearance w^b to be at fuch a remark^ 
able junfture : ' and I partiqularly wifhed 
to fee him properly' mtroduced .afte? 
that battle, as the compaiTion and ge- 
nerofity which he fhewed to the family of 
Darius, was highly worthy of imitation* 
There are other circuiiiftances in theliifto- 
rical records of him, that redound to his 
libnour, fiBs tender regard to PiniJar, 
'by (passing the hou& of that poet iyOaek 

r : • Chap. 7, Page 2j4, I 

he 
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be xaftd tte aty of ?2fi»j;) ftcms 
ID duaasA perpetual i^tkade iiom 
«U fkiBDotdisig baeds; The mamier in 
ij^lu^ be id&ed die tony^ ef AfeKn.LB»f 
ibe affefUon a&d re^eft paid by hkn 
t» ARiSTaTL»:dM lUBiaiintecl oea^ 
ficUnce placed in hit j^yfidtu^ Phiup) 
ate iflftaaeet lli|b&(«t tt> ihew« dutt Alex- 
ANS9m didjiotwant fone^dfluca c€ bu* 
BMwtf : and wbea yft confix fifveral 
of bb laflk a£tiQB» of ebiietjri diey 
c&lLtmee ub* bdw fiar the nadw esiMl- 
kodes- of dw raiad may be d^aftd said 
cbau^ hf pfiffions whkh tea often at* 
tend fitaeed and Iioarjr. 

Xttcunque defecere mores 
J^edecoTiint beni natti cutpa. 

It is evident iny Ham, tilat SwiFt 
bad coticqved aR afclblbte di^uft to 
Alexander, whofe character he sumi 
tp deftroy, by toiid^ if vtt fo flight a 

manner. 
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manner, diat he puts ma an vbM. «£ 
tjhe i^t paid by Avevsrvs Casax* 
to A|.sv4iU)B|i's %H)]clu» 4kt: 4k»i0nJHM^ 
yp0ri tb» Bs^jfTopr's ai3wrai» the body 
of ^ M«»dpnia» ho?^ was foood in 
it's fu)l djjpifwfom* hut ib tender ^ot- 
B^ life i n di ng a^ the toiler e«balp^ 
Wg, fhal; CASiAR, hy fi(HX:hii)g only the 
nojfe of it, ^nfm^ the whole %i»c in* 

liAN)!! 4AI' * iiepa^ to have hem fiHSH 
l oe iw d wi|^ op; other ymr than to ecn* 
$(m I4IVY the hidpnaa. It is not oaiy 
MRfifpbf^^ liKt i^ipo^ble^ that Ham* 
MifAi. ih9^ have cajtiied a fitffideot 
4liai|% el ymfff £orthe purpoTe ve.* 
IH^d, bgr ^ivr *. but; aa yi«g^v will euv 
tfliiBly iielfeo». a»d difiotre ftoae^ the 
ea^>erini«Qt awigltt h«ve beea improvec^ 
or io contrived l^ Hannibal, as. toap^ 
pear tit mke aft eafy, «)d «]ipeditious 

opening 
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ij^eningthrougH fome particular paflagef? 
already fitted for the puipofe. Siich a 
tirial, praftifeclin that age of darknelir/ 
Hsid pitopierly maifeiged, migt* have been 
iiniveifally' fedeiVed - as -a kind ' of mira-> 
def fo didt LivY: could' fcarce ha^e 
avoided ihfcrting the reJ)ort as ' an ac^ 
knbwledgSd truA:- efpedilly- whcn-thiS 
fkSt itfelf fe«me to mfer th^ the Rota^anfi 
were invincible, unlefs from fonje fupei^^ 
n^turd caiife. Swift (n6 ^fi^end to ^i- 
fitary^ tn^ii) Ainks the Gdrfkbginidn' g^i€3 
Jtal unworthy of any farther notice ; • and 
haftcns to call up the fenate of Rimei 
This gives Mtti aft opp<^unity of beiflg 
very fevere upoii a ccrtaiff modem '^ 
■femblyi which h^'treats-iA'- a maiinft^ 
%n6re -tefmbling the Cynic in hi$'C»llJ 
dian the fi^e- Inimoured RaiSidis in hiH 
^afy (fhair. • '^ > 

^ PoMPEY and CiCSAR ai^ear • only t^ 
grace the entry of Brutus, who is 
S w 1 F T*s favoiirite patriot': but as Cm s a r 
generoufly confeffed to Gulliver, ^^That 
i ' ^ " t^ the 
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** the greateji aSiims of bis life were not^ 
" by* many degrees^ equal to tbe ghry of 
** taking' it away!' It woiild havebem 
a proper alle^atirai c^ the Dictator's 
Climes^ to have acknowledged him the 
jgreatefl: ftatefman, orator, and foldier 
of the age» in which he lived ; an ag^ 
fertile of eminent pien: an age, when 
ambition was fcarce looked upon as a 
crime, and when the Roman virtue (once 
the fupport and prefervation of the com« 
monwealth) was long iince loft in vice 
and luxury : at fuch a time a iingle 
:mafter was become necefTary, and Pom^ 
PEY would have feized the rdns of go# 
vemment had not C^bsar interpofed. 
Jf the confpirators had reftored liberty 
to their country, their afl had' been 
compleatly glorious, and would have 
ihewed, that C^sar, not Rome^ was dcH 
'Iterated. But if we mdy judge frotft ^ 
the confequences, Heaven difapprpved of^ 
the deed : a particular fate attended the 
conipirators, iiot one of whotn died ^ 
M »atyral 
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natural death : ind even Brutus, pef- 
haps recofleCting in his laft moments 
the benefits^ whkh he had received from 
Cjesar, was ftaggeired in his 'idioti^ti 
of virtue, . and imagining himf^ de- 
ceived l^ a ihadow broke out into a 
pathetkdl expreflioti, fignifymg, ♦* that 
'* be bad worjhtpped vir'tue as a fabftanee^ 
^ and bad found it only a Jbadtm :" fo 
that he feems to have \«ranted that forti- 
tude of mind, which conftantfy iatt^nds 
true virtue to the grave. This defeft in 
the diarafter of B*utus is not imprb* 
perly exprefled in tfie famous gallery of 
the great duke of l^ufcany^ where diere k 
a very fine "head of Brutus begun by 
Michael Angelo," but left urifiniftied s 
under it is engraven upon a coppw plate^ 
this diftich, 

£tfr«iBRVTi egigiem fadptor di marmort ituit^ 
In meniem /ceteris venit^ etaijlinuii. 

If Brutus erred, it was from a wrong 
notion of virtue. The charafter of 

C^ sar 
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CiBSAR is parhaps more amiable, but Ids 
p^rfo^: his iaults were great} how* 
ever, many of them were foils to his vir- 
tues. A modem eminent writer has 
Rprefented lum as a glutton : he tells. 
US) that when C^sar went to tiiepub* 
Wc feaftsj he con^aotly took a vomit 
in the<m(»ming, with a defign to in-* 
dulge himfelf with more keenncfs, and 
to inoreafe his appetite for the eskfiUDg 
feaft. The fa£t is true> but I would wil- 
lingly believe the inference unjuft. It 
is niore than probable, that he pra£U&4 
tlus cuftom by the advice of his i^yfi- 
<aans, who might direct: fuch a r^^en> 
as the mpfi certain and immedmte pre* 
fervation againjft epileptic fits, to which 
the Di^t<Hr was often liable. Your 
grandfa^er, my honoured father, (who 
was excelled by few. phyficians in the 
theory rfphyfic) has often todd me, that 
convulfions of dus kind were of fuch a 
nature as generally to come on after eat- 
ing, and more violently, if the ftomach 
M 2 was 
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146 REMARKS ON tH£ LIFE 
was overloaded. C-«sar was fo careful in 
obferving a decent dignity in his beha^ 
viour, that he dreaded the fhame of ex-^ 
pofingpublickly this weaknefs in his con-> 
ftitution s and therefore guarded againft 
it in a prudent manner, which has fince 
been conftrued into a reproach. This 
furmife, myHAM, reftsupondie ftronger 
foundation, as all authors agree, that he 
was moft Ari6ily and remarkably ab^ 
ftemious. 

In lus public character, GiESAR ap- 
pears a ftrong example, how far the 
greateft natural and acquired accompliih- 
ments may lofe their luftre, when madd 
fubfervient to f alfe glory, and an immo- 
derate tlurft of power ; as on the other 
hand, the hiftory of Brutus may in- 
ftru6t us, what unhappy efFefts the rigid 
exercife of fuperiour virtue, when mifap^ 
plied and carried too far, may produce in 
the moft ftedfaft mind, or the founded 
judgements 

Gulliver 
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Gulliver has given to Brutus five 
companions, Jun. Brutus, Socrates, 
'Epaminondas, Cato the cenfor, and 

Sir Thomas Moore. Such a fextum- 

« 

viirate is riot eaiily to be encreafed: yet, 
let me hope, that the reflexion is too 
leverdy critical, when he adds, " that 
^' all the ages of the world cannot fumifi 
** out a Jfe^entbr . Every age has pro-, 
. duced men of virtue and abilities in the 
higheft degree. The race of mankind, 
fince their firft creation, have been al- 
ways the fame. The greateft charafters 
have been blended with the greateft faults. 
Poets and hiftorians have fingl«d out 
particul^ perfons for fame and immor- 
tality : they have adorned them with 
accomplifhihents, which perhaps they ne- 
ver pofiefled, while other men equally me»- 
jitorious have b^n filently buried in ob*- 
livion, with only the felf confcioufhefs of 
deferving a rank among the companion! 
of Brutus in the Elyfon fields* . 

. M3 In 
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In this illuftrious fextumvirate^ So« 
CRATES ami Sir Thomas Moorb iin« 
doubtedly dcfervc the pre-eminence. The 
extravagant virtue of Jvnius Brutus is 
ihocking to every parent, and every 
good-natured mind. The important 
fervicesofthe father might Juftly have 
claimed from the public the pardon of 
his ions: and if his paternal piety 
had faved their lives, his precepts and 
example might fo efie&ually have re- 
claimed their errors, as to have made 
them become ufeful members of the c<mi- 
monwealth, I am fully perfuaded, that 
if Dr. Swift had been a father, we 
ihould not have found the name of Jv^ 
Nius Brutus where it is now placed. , 

In EpAMiNONDAs the Theban glory 
firft appeared, and died. His own me* 
rit, in overcoming the greateftdifficukieis, 
entirely fixed his reputation. A happy 
concurrence of circumftances has often 
given fame tp others j but Epaminok- 

PAS 
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DAS was indebted far his fuperior cha^ 
racier only to hvxi&lf » 

I am in fomq dpubt, whether Cato 
ikcCenfor can fairly claimr a rank among 
€q choice a groope of ghpfts. He juftly 
indeed condeomed the luxury of 'tlie R07 
mans, and he punilhed their vices with 
an impartial Severity : but herein he 
ieems tp have indulged his own natural 
temper rather than to have afted abfo- 
li^tcly from a love of virtue : he was 9, 
declared tsn^my to poetrj, painting, and 
all the politer arts : he was proud, vain^ 
and morofe: but above all, he was fp 
extremely avaricious, that' Rhadamant 
THUS in the Archbifliop of Cambray*^ 
dialogues of the dead^^ after exprefling 
fome regfu*4 to his merits, tells him^ 
4S he was m ufurer he could not be ad- 
mitred into the Elyfian fields ; and there- 
fore orders him to Iceep the gate as por- 
ter : in which fituation, he might grar 
tjfy tlie cenforioufii^fs of hia difpofi- 
jtion,by exanmiingevery,ghqft that at- 

, M 4 tempted 
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tempted to come into El^um^ and by 
fliutdngthe door againft all thofe, who 
were not qualified for admittance. Rha- 
DAMAN THUS then gives him money, to 
pay Charon for fiurh pailengers, who 
were not able to pay for themfelves, and 
at the fame time declares, that he will 
pmiilh him as a robber, if he offers to 
lend out that money upon ufury. How 
very different, you will fay, are the fcn- 
timentsof Archbifhop^ENEtoN, and of 
Dr. SwiF]^ in their judgement of Cato. 
' The one thinks him unworthy of a place 
among millions in Elyfium^ while the 
oAer diftinguifhes him among the great- 
eft men of antiquity* From this diflen- 
fion of opinions may be traced, perhaps, 
the particular temper both of the Arch- 
|)i(hop and of the Dean, and from thence 
maybe deduced the realbn, why the Cen^ 
for was efteemed by the latter, and qon^ 
denmed by the former. 

Gulliver, after having taken a tran- 
fientviewof nvmberlefs illuftrious per*^^ 
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fons, whom he does not name, clofes 
die chapter, and gives me an opportunity 
of finiihing my letter. Late, very late, 
may you become a ghoft! And when 
one, may you equal any of Swift's fex- 
tumvirate, arid may his ghoft (grown 
Ids cynical and better inftrufted) rejoice 
to. admit you into the company, from 
which he has fo arbitrarily excluded all 
future generations^ So wiibes| fo prays. 

Tour affeSHmate Father 

ORRERY. 

8 i8waaaBa ai pwfflaH8 K B 8 8H 8 HaOTOT 8 

LETTER Xiy, 

/^ULLIVER, tired of heroes, changes 
V-* the fcene m the eighth diapter of 
his voyage to Lafutay and becomes cu- 
rious to know the fituation of poets 
?ind philofophers, who, in the ir tuns, 
Jiaye as eagerly contended for fame, as 
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Cjbsar for power, or Brutus for 
liberty. He defires, that Homer and 
Aristotle may make their appearance 
at the head of ih&r commentators. 
Homer, lays our traveller^ " ivas tbt 
«« taller^ and comelier perfm of the (wo : 
** walked vny ere&for one of bis age^ and 
" bis eyes nmre the mofi quick and piercing 
" lever beheld^ It is certain, that Ho- 
mer has rather gained, than loft vigour 
by his years. Twenty fix centuries have 
not unbraced his nerves, or ^ven one 
wrinkle to his brow : and although Gul- 
liver has beftowed upon him the ad- 
ditional ornament of fine eyes 5 yet I am 
apt to think they made the figure of this 
divine old man lei$ awful : at leaft I am 
gkd that he wanted lus eye fight while 
he lived, fmcc it is impoflible, not to 
conclude from the produftions of Ho- 
mer and MiLTcw, that the Mmifi Ej^^ 
becomes more intenfely difceming, when 
it is not interrupted by external bbje6bs. 
It is an old obfcrvation, that Homer 

has 
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has ttoufilhed tbbrt persons Ihan Sylla, 
CmAlL, and Auo^STOs j and y/hMt their 
jaauttte liavc decayed, not a ktter df 
the Iliad has been toft. The Grecian 
poet hot oftiy ptdbrves his wginal form, 
but breathes freely, and looks beautiful 
in other languages ; a happier metEmpfy- 
chofis than Pythaoohas ever dreamt 
of. However j if Homer was abfolute- 
ly obliged to wear the diffel^ent dr^les, 
which have been given to him, he would 
fometimes, 1 believe, find the motion of 
his limbs uneafy and confined; and 
Would prefer his own fimple attire even 
to the birth day fuit, which our Englifh 
bard has ^ven him. The commaita- 
tors have done le6 honour to Homer 
than the tranflators. Some of thofe 
learned pedants have entirely wafted 
their obfervations upon particles and 
words : others have run into a minute 
cxa6lnds, in comparing the propriety 
of lus images: while others again have 
endeavoured to trace out from the Biad 

and 
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and OdyQey^ all the rudiments of arts 
and idences. Some there are^ who dwell 
on fuch nanow circumftances, as were 
negle£ied by Homer, and can be fuit- 
able only to then: own confined geiuus. 
They are not able to purfue him in 
lus fublime flights, and attempt there- 
fore, to bring him upon a level with 
themfelves. Their low mechanical no- 
tions remind me of an abfurd problem 
propofed by the famous Monfieur Huet, 
whether the Iliad might not be written 
upon vellum in fo fixiall a hand, that 
the whole might be contained within a 
nutfhell? This important queftion is 
iaid to have engaged the thoughts and 
attention of the Fjf^och court, and gives 
us a true pi^lure of a laborious, tafte^ 
lefs critic upon Homer. The Dauphin^, 
and his train, are for putting the Siad 
into a nutfhell, when Alexander, and 
his courtiers, chofe the richeft, and mofl 
curious cabinet of Pari us, as the only 
proper repofitory for Hq^er's worj;?, 

Homer 
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Homer and Aristotle were as op- 
polite as poffible in their charafters : but 
Dr. SwifT has placed them together, 
diiefly with a view of fhewing their , 
commentators, in that juft and ridicu- 
Ions lights in which thofefcholiafts ought 
to appear. When an age is blefled with 
the produ£tions of an uncommon genius, 
fuch as refembles Homer, it muft, in 
fome meafure, be punifhed by bad imi- 
tations and comments; in the fame 
manner that you may have obferved the 
fun by its heat and influence railing va- 
^ pours, . ^d animating inlefls, that in- 
fed: and perhaps corrupt the air, in 
which he IMnes with fo much lullre. 
But, when an ori^nal admired author, 
as Aristotle, is really erroneous, and 
deceives with falfe fpecious principles, 
what a frain of errors muft arife from 
commentators on fuch fubje£ts, who, 
while they endeavour to purfue and ex^ 
tend a plealing enchanted prolpeA, that 
has no real foundation, deviate into a 

dark, 
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dark^ difagreeable road of briers and 
thorns 1 

It is OA this account that the Dean 
has introduced Aristotle in company 
ipridiHoMBR.^ The defirri^^n of tfhat 
philofopher is fine, and in a few W(Hds 
leprefents the true nature of bis wqrks. 
'^ Hefioifed msschy and nuiie ufe of a fietff. 
** Wi wfage 'ipas nuagre^ his bmr lank and 
** tbtn^ and bis nmeebolhw** By not having 
the immortal fpint of Hombr> he was un<^ 
able to keep bis body ered: : and tfatflaff 
which weakly fuppoited him> like hia 
eommentators, n^ade this deft^ more 
confpicuocra. |Ie wanted not fbme ufe- 
fill quaHties $ but theie real ornaments^ 
like lus hair^ were thin and ungracefiiL 
His ftyle was harih, and, . like his voice, 
had neither force, nor harmony^ He 
was without doubt a man of great ge« 
nius and penetration ; but he did infi-* 
mtely more prejudice than fervice to real 
Bttrature. He ftudied words more than 
fa^s, and delivered his philofophy per* 

■ plexed 
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plexed with fudi intricate logic^ terras, 
as have laid a foundation for the endldb 
fcholaftic difputatiofts, which have cor- 
rupted aiid retarded the progrrfs of 
leariung. He waged war iwA dl his 
predecefi^rs. He never quotes an au- 
thor except with a view to refute his opi-> 
xiion. Like the Ottoman Emperor, he 
could not ttign in fafety, till he had 
$fft deftroyed his brethren. He was as 
lambitious in fci^ice, as lus pupil Alex* 
AMXXER was in arms. He aimed to be a 
defpotic original : and not only to be 
the Prince, but the Tyrant of philofo- 
^hf. What then can be expe£bd from 
the commentators on his works. Who 
vrare devoid of his ingenuity, and pof- 
fel^ an Ins intritate follies F Ramus 
widi his covert ignorance, and Scotus 
and Aquinas with their fobdivifions, 
and imaginary nothings, mnft make a 
contemptible figure in the Elyfian fields, 
which are the fuppofed ntanfions of 
ichearfulnefs, truth, and candour, and 

con- 
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(txm&qtkeAtlY muft be a very improper 
fituation for that tribe of philofophers. 

•* / then dejired^ fays GuLLiVERi that 
«< Descartes and Gassendi might h€ 
** called up: with whom I prevailed to ex-^ 
** plain their Jyftems to Aristotle. T!bis 
y great pbilofopber freely acknoFidedged bis 
" Gwn mijlakes in natural pbilofophy^ becaufe 
«* be proceeded in many things upon conjee^ 
^* ture^ as all men mufi do ; and he found 
^^ that GassendI) nvho bad made the doc-^ 
** trine of Epicurus as palatable as he 
•^ couldy and the vortices of Descartes 
«« were equally to be exploded '\ I believe 
you will find^ my dear Hamilton, that 
Aristotle is ftill to be preferred to 
Epicurus. The former made fomc 
ufeful experiments and dUcqveries, and 
was engaged in a real pvirfuit of knowr 
ledge, althpugh his manner is much 
perplexed. The latter was full of vanity 
and ambition. He was an impoftor^ 
and only aimed at deceiving. He feemed 
not to believe the principles which he 

has 
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hai afierted. He committed the govern'^ 
ment' of all things to chance. His na-> 
tural philofophy is abiiard. * His moral 
philofophy wants its proper bafis, the 
fear of God* Monfieur Baylk, one of 
hi3 wamieft advocates^ 13 of this laft opU 
nidhi .where he fays, " On ne fcauroit 
•* pas dire ajfe^i de bien de Fbonnetete de fes 
** mcfurSy ni ajjez dt mal defes opinions fur 
*' la religion.'* His general maxim, that 
happineis confifted in pleafure was too 
much unguarded, and muft lay a fbun-^ 
dation of a moft deftru£tive practice : 
although from his temper and conftitu« 
tion, he made his a6tions fufficienlly 
pleafurable to himfeU; and agreeable 
to the rules of true philofophy. His 
fortune exempted him from care and 
fbllidtude/ His valetudinarian habit of 
body from intemperance. He pailed the 
greatefl part of his time in his garden, 
where he enjoyed all the elegant amule-* 
mentsoflife. There he ftudkd. There 
•he tfught his phibfophy. This parti- 

N cular 
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cul^ happy fituation greatly <:oiitributo{ 
to that tranquillity of mind^ and indo-^ 
knee of body which he made his chief 
6nds. He had not however refolution 
ibfiicient to meet the gradual approaches 
of death, and wanted that conftancy 
which Sir William Temple afcribra 
to him : for in his laft moments^ when 
he found that his condition was de^ 
fperate, he took fiich large draughts 
of wine, that he was abfolutely into*^ 
xicated> and deprived of his fenfes ^ fo 
l^t he died more like a bacchanal, than 
a philoibpha:: t%> which the q)igram 
alludes, 

Hinc Stygias ehrius baufit aqum. 

I fhould not have ventured into thi« 
criticifm and cenfure upon thefe antient 
philofophers, not even to you, my dear-* 
eft Hamilton, if my opinion was not in 
a great meafure fupported by Lord Ba-^ 
CON, who, as he was cert^ly the m«ft ac- 
curate 
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Cttrate )]kiidge of this fubjedl, might be 
perhaps^ from that pre*-emineace) too 
&ver6 a critic^ It muft be owned^ that 
Bpicurvs in particular has many fol* 
lowera a)i4 adtmrors among the antients, 
and amOfig the modems* Cicero com^ 
msidl^ him for cultivating hi& friendihips 
in the mo&i exqmfil^ manner. The book 
lyes open before 0ie» and I will tranfcrib^ 
the words, De fud [ameitid] Epicurui 
piidem ita dkiti awinium rerumquas adbeati 
vivemlum fapienti^ comparaverit^ nihil efft 
fMJw cumcitid^ tiikil uberius^ nihil jacun* 
dim^ neqpf' wro hoc cratiqne foUim, Jed 
m^lto fMigis vita etfaSfisy et moribus com^ 
prpiavit^ DioosNt^s Laitrtius praifes 
lus virttK and learning* In tlie Auguftan 
age the gr^teft names are inferted among 
his fo](}ower$« C-^^ae, Atticus, M-a- 
cBMAs, LucRBTius^ ViRGiL, and Ho- 
BAcj: eaahraeed his philofophy, and gave 
a Iviftre to bis fed, and doftrines. Sir 
William Temple fays, ^* tbcit hewoff 
" dersy why fuch Jharp inveStives were fo 
N 2 !* generally 
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*' gmeralfymade againji Epicurus, bytU 
" age$ that followed hint : efpecially as his 
^* aimrable wit^ felicity of exprefion, ex^ 
•* eelknet of naturey fweetnefs of converfa-- 
" tion, temperance of lifty and confiancy 
•* of deathy made him fe much beloved by 
** bisfriendSy admired by bis fcholarsy and 
" honoured by the Athenians.^ Sir Wil- 
liam Temple imputes this injuftice 
*• to the envy and malignity of the Stoics^ 
*^ and to fomegrofs pretenders y who ajfumed 
** the denomination of tbatfeS : whomijlook 
^ bis favourite principle^* (That all 

HAPPINESS CONSISTEP IN PLEASURE) 

by confining it to fenfual pleafure only^ 
To thefe fucceeded^ the ChriJiianSy who 
efieemed his principles of natural fhilofo^ 
" pby more oppofiteto thofe of our religion 
« than either the Platonijisy the Peripate^ 
** ticsy or even the Stoics themfelves'* Thi« 
is' the opinion, and thefe are abnoft die 
exaft words of the great Sir William 
Temple, 

Swift 
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Swift equally explodes Epicurus, and 
^e more modem philofi^hers Desca&tes 
and, Gasse^ndi. 

Descartes vraH a kiught errant in 
philofophy, perpetiKdly miftaking wind- 
miUs for giants : yet by the ftmigth of 
a warm ima^nation he ftarted fi>me 
opinions, whidi [Mrobably put Sir Isaac 
Newton, and others, on making mkaj 
experiments that produced moft uie^ dif» 
coveries. 

Gassendi was efteemed one of the 
greateft ornaments of France. He 
was a do&or of divinity, and royal pro> 
feflbr of mathematics. He was bom 
in Proveme'm 1592, Mid died iii 1655. 
With gre^ induftry he coQefbed what- 
ever related to daepedfon, and to the phi* 
Ioibphy<^ Epicurus, the latter of which 
he has reduced into a compleat fyftem. 

I have now, my Hamilton, curforily 

giont thorough the charaders of fuch 

gh(^, as are nominally fpecified by 

CuLtivER. I may be wrong either in 

N 3 my 
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toy account, or in my oJ>rcrvatioi&: and 
I (hall rejoice to be conf irted fey yoa in 
any point of learning whatever. 

1%edefcription of the Struldbku^^gs, 
in the tenth chapter, is an u^fl3?»^re 
piccfc of morality : for, if we <K>nfi!der it 
in a ferious K^t; ' it .tends to reconcile 
us to our final diflblution. Deaths when 
fct in contraft to the inmiortaSity of 
the 6T«vt©BRtTGGs, is no longa: the 
King of Terrors : he lofes his fting ; he 
a{)pears to ns as a friend : and we chear- 
fuUy obey his fommons, becaufe/rt brings 
certain reHef to the greateft miferies. It 
js in this defcription, that SwifI^ Ihines 
in a particuto manner. He probably felt 
jn himictf the cffefts of approaching age, 
and tacitly dreaded that period of life, in 
which he might become a reprdcntirtive 
of thofe miferabie mmoYtals, jlis appre- 
hehfions were tmfortunatdy fdHaied. He 
iived to be the moft melancholy fight that 
was -ever beheld : yet, even in *ha* con* 
ditJQn, he continued to inftruA, by ap- 
pearing 
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pearing a providential iiiftance to mor- 
tify the vanity, which is too apt to arife 
in the human breaft. Our lif ecannot 
be pronounced happy, till the laft fcene 
is clofed with eafe and refignation ; the 
mind ftill continuing to pijeferve its ufual 
dignitjr, and falling into the arms of 
death, as a wearied traveller finks into 
reft. This is that Euthanafia which Au- 
gustus often defired, which Antoninus 
Pius enjoyed, and for which every wife 
man will pray. God Almighty's provi- 
dence prote6t and guide you, my Ham, 
whatever fate of life, or fortune attends 

Tour i^ffeStipnate Father 

ORRERY. 
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LETTER XV. 

IT is with great reluftance I fliall 
make fome^ remarks on Gulliver's 
voyage to the Houybnbnms. In this laft 
part of his ima^ary travels, Swi^ft 
has indulged a mifanthropy that is into- 
lerable. The reprefentation which he has 
given us of human nature, muft teirify, 
and even debafe the mind of the reader 
who views it. His fallies of wit and hu* 
mour lofe all their force, nothing re- 
maining but a melancholy and difagree- 
able impreflion: and, as I have faid to 
you, on other parts of his works, we 
are difgufted, not entertained; we are 
ihocked, not inftrufted by the fable. I 
ihould therefore chufe to take no notice 
of his Yahoos, did 1 not think it necef- 
fary. to 9flert the dignity of human 
jiature, and thereby, in fome meafure, 
tp pay my duty to tlie great author of 

our 
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our fpecies, who has created us in a very 
fearful, and a very wonderful manner. 

We are compofed of a mind, and of 
a body, intimately united, and mutually 
affecting each other. Their operations . 
indeed are entirely dyferent. Whether 
the immortal fpirit, that enlivens this 
fine machine, i$ originally of a fupcrior 
nature in various bodies (which, I own, 
feems mofi coniiftent and agreeable to 
the fcale and order of beings) or, whe- 
ther the difference depends on a fyxa^ 
metry, or pecttfiar flxudure of tiic or* 
gans combined with it, is beyond my 
reach to determine. It is evidcntiy ccr^ 
tain, that the body is curiouily form^ 
witii proper organs to delight, and fiic^ 
as are adapted to ^il the neceflajry uiey 
of life. The fpirit animates the whole ; 
it guides the natural appetites, and con-^ 
fines them within juft limits. But, tlv 
lutural force of this fpirit is often im^ 
inerfed in matter 5 ^d the mind be- 
pOljics fubfervient to paffions, whicli it 

ought 
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ought to govern and direft. Your friend 
Horace, aldiough of the Epicurean 
doftrme, acknowledges this triith, where 
he fays, 

jftfgue affigit iumo divina particulam aura. 

It is no lefe cvid«it, that this immor- 
tal Ipirit has an independent power of 
hfting, and, when cultivated in a pro- 
per manner, feemin^y quite the corpo- 
real frame within which it is impri- 
fened, and fbars into higher and more 
i|)acious regions 5 where, with an ener- 
gy, which I had almoft feid was divine, 
It ranges among thofe heavenly hodk^, 
that, in this lower world, are fcar^ce vi- 
libte to otn' eyes ; and we can at once 
explain Ac (fiftance, magnitude, and ve- 
locity of the planets, and can foretel, 
even to a degree of minutenefs, the par- 
ticular time when a comet will retuni, 
"and when the fun wiM be ecfipfed in the 
liCJCt century, Thefe powers certainly 

evince 
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QVittce the dignity of humin nature, and* 
tiie forprififlf <^i9:s of the immaterial 
^imwithin las, which, in fo confined a 
ftate, <:aa thiis difengag? itfelf from the 
£etbers of mat^r. It is horn this pre^ezni^ 
nence of the foul over the body, that irve 
are enabled to view the. exaj6t order, and 
curious variety of d^enent beings > to 
confider and culrivate the natural pnv 
du^ons of the earth $ and to admire 
and imitate the vn& IxneTicdence, .which 
rdgns throughout, the whole fyfiem of 
the uni¥eife^ It ts from hence, that we 
fonsn moral kws for our conduft. From 
hence, we deight in copying that great 
original, who, in his eOence, is utterly 
incomprehcnfihle, but, in his itufluencei 
is powerfully apparent to every degree of 
his creation. From heitoe too, we per- 
ceive a real beauty in virtue, and a di- 
ftinftion between good and evil. Virtue 
a£b with the utmoft generofity, and with 
?io view to her own advantage.: while 
Toce^ like a ^glutton, feeds herfdf enor* 

moufly, 
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|P0afly» and then is willing to difgorge 
the nau&ous ofials of her feaft. But I 
ih<^ wan4er too £ar, efpecially as I flatter 
myiHf, that your mind is fo good, and 
fo unprejudiced^ that you will more ea* 
illy feel^ ihzn I can illuftrate, the truth 
of thefe aflertions. 

Swift deduces his obfervations from 
wrong principles i for, in his land of 
Houybtibnms^ he confiders the foul and 
body in their moft degenerate and un- 
cultivated ftate : the former as a flave to 
the appetites of the latter^ He feems in*» 
fenfible of the furprifing mechanifin and 
beauty of every part of the human com* 
pofition. He forgets the fine defcription 
which Ovid gives of mankind* 

Os bomini fubUme dedit^ aelumque tturi 
^uJfU^ et ereSos aifidera tollerrvtdtus. 

In painting Yahoos he becomes one 
himfelf. Nor is the pifturc, which he 
draws of the Houybnbnms^ inviting or 

amufmg, 



Digitized 



by Google 



AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 171 
&mu(ing. It wants botE light and (hade 
to adorn it. It is cdLd and infipid. We 
there view the pare inftinfts of brutes, 
unaflifted by any knowledge of letters, 
a£ling within thdr own narrow fphere, 
merely for their immediate prefervation. 
They are incapable of doing wrong, 
therefore they aft right. It is furely a 
very low charafter given to creatures, in 
whom the author would iniinuate fome 
degree of reaibn, that they aft inoffen^* 
lively, when they have neither the mo* 
tive nor the power to aft otherwife. 
Their wtuous qualities are only nega*^ 
tive* Swift himlelf, amidft all his 
irony, muft have confeffed, that to mo* 
derate our paffions, to extend our muni- 
ficence to others, to enlarge our imder- 
ftanding, and to ndfe our idea of the 
Almighty by contemplating his works^ 
is not only the bufinefs, but often the 
praftice, and the ftudy of the human 
mind. It is too certain, that no one in- 
dividual has ever poITeiled every qualifi- 
cation 
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cation and excellence t howerer, fuch an 
aflbnblage of difFertht virtues may ftill 
be colle£bd from different perfons, as 
are fufficient to place the dignity of hu- 
man nature in an amiable and exalted 
ftation. We muft lament mdeed the 
many inflances of thofe who degenerate, 
or go aftray from the end and int^tion 
of their being* The true fource of this 
depravity is often owing to the want <^ 
education, to the falie indulgence of pa* 
i^ts, or to fome other bad ca^es, which 
are conftantly prevalent in every nation* 
Many of tfaeie errors are findy lidkulcd 
in the foregoing parts of thi» romance: 
but the voyage to the Howfbnbntm is a real 
infult uponmankind* 

I am heartily tired of tbis laft part of 
Gulliver's travels, and am glad, that^ 
having exhaufted all my oblervati^s on 
this difagreeable fubjeft, I may finifli my 
letter s efpecially as the oondufion of it 
naturally turns my thoughts from Ya- 
hoos, to one of the deareft pledges I have 

upon 
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upon earth, yourfclf : to whom I am 9 

moft 

AffeSiionate Father 

ORRERY, 

LETTER XVI. 

WHAT is^to be done, ray Hamil^ 
TON, -^ith the fourth volume of 
Swift's works ? How c^n I amufe you 
with any remarks from a colle6tion of 
tra£b, not only upon exceediifg grave 
fubje6b, but entirely relative to the 
kingdom of J^eland? not only local, but 
temporary ? In the beginning of the vo* 
lume is a pamphlet entitled A Letter from 
a Member of the Houfe of Commons in Ire^ 
landj to a Member of the Houfe of Commons 
in England^ concerning the SacramentalT^eJi^ 
written in the year 1708 : and it is preced- 
ed by an explanatory advertifement, that 
was either diflated, or ftri6lly Vevifcd 

by 
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by the Dean himfelf. He held the dif-f 
fenters in the utmoft degree of ridkuk 
and deteffation. He had an opennefs m 
his difpoiition» and a £ranknefs in his 
conduft, that bore an abhorrence to all 
kind of referve 5 even to difcretion. So- 
lemmti^s and outward forms were de- 
ipilibd by him. His humorous difpofition 
tempted him to aftions inconfiftent with 
/ the dignity of a clergyman : and fuch 
flights drew upon him the general cha- 
raifter of ail irreligious niah* I rein iji- 
bcr to have heard a ftory of him c^it 
fully fhews how little he regarded certain 
ceremonies, which ought always to be 
obferved with refpeft. Soon after he 
had been made Dean of St. PATRicKi'Sy 
lie was loitering one Sunday in the af- 
temoon at the houfe of Dr. Raymond 
(with whom he had dined) at 7r/^, a 
little town near Dublin^ of which the 
Doftor was vicar. The bell had rung: 
the parifhioners were affembled for even- 
ing prayers: and Dr. Raymond 

was 
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Xvitt preparing tx> go to th« church, 
which wa$ icarcc two hundred yards from 
his houfe* " Raymond," faid the Dean, 
*' TH lay you a crown I will begin 
^^ prayers before you this afternoon.-' 
"I accept the wager/' replied Dr. 
JIaymonp: and immediately they both 
ran as fail as they could towards the 
church. Raymond, who was much 
the nimbler man of the two, arrived 
firft at the door: and when he entered 
die church walked decently towards the 
leading dcfk. Swift never flackened 
J /Hacc, but, running up the ifle, left 
f}.- Raymond behind him in the middle 
of k, and ftcpping into the reading defk, 
without putting on a furplicc, or open- 
ing the prayer-book, began the liturgy 
in an audible voice, and continued to 
repeat the fervice fufEciently long to 
win his wager. To fuch a difpofition it 
is impoffible that the gravity of noncon- 
formifts could be agreeable. The diflikc 
was mutual on botli fides. ,Dr, Swift 

O hated 
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hated aU fanatics : all fanatics hated 
Dr. Swift. The pamphlet, which now 
lies before me, i$ particularly written 
againf): repealing the tefi oB : and who- 
ever confiders himfelf related to the king- 
dom of Ireland^ will find in it fome ar- 
guments of weight and confideraticMi, in 
cafe any fuch reped fliould ever be at- 
tempted there. 

I cannot help pointing out to yon 
one particular piece of fatir, that is 
entirely in Swift's own ftyle and man- 
ner. In the fourth page he exprefles 
himfelf thus. " One of thefe authors (the 
** fellow that was pilloriedy I have forgot 
** his name) is indeed fo grave^ fententious, 
" dogmatical a rogue^ that there is no en-- 
** during him!* The fellow that was pih- 
loried was Daniel Defoe, whofe name i 
Swift well knew and remembered ; but 1 
the circumilance of the pillory was to 
be introduced ; and the manner of intro- 
ducing it fliews great art in the nicefl 
touches of fatir, and carries all the 

marks 
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marks of ridicule, indignation, and con- 
tempt. The feoffs and farcafms of 
SvriFTi like the bite of the rattlcrfiiake, 
diftinguifh themfelves more venomoufly 
dangerous, than the wounds of a com-^ 
mon fcrpent. 

The next traft is, ji prdpofdl for thi 
univerfal ufe rf Irijh ManufaSlure in clothes^ 
and furniture (f houfes &c. utterly rejeft* 
ing and renouncing every thing wearable 
that comes from England. Written in 
the year 1720* In a former letter*, I 
believe I have told you, that, upon look-* 
ing over the dates of Dr. Swift's works, 
he does not appear as a political writer 
from the year 1714 to the year 1720*^ 
You will probably be curious to know, 
In what manner he employed his time 
from the death of the Queen till the. 
South-fea year* Not in poetry; for his 
poetical pieces, during that period, are 
in a manner domeftic -, bein^ fcarce any 
more than trifles to Sheridan, or poe^^ 

• L«tter VI. 

O a matt a 
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mafia to Stella. How then is the 
chafm to be filkd up ? I imagine by 
Gulliver's travels. Such a work muft, 
* in all likelihood, liavc- engroISbd his 
leifure .diuring five car fix yeairs* When 
that was finiihed, he found an opening 
to induce his 'love of politics^ and to 
commence a patriot for Ireland: and 
he made ufe of the opportunity, by 
encreafing the natural jealoufy which 
the leffer ifland conftantly entertains of 
the greater. His treatifey or frofofal^ 
immediately raifed a very violent flame. 
The printer was profeeuted: and the 
profecution had the fame ef{e£l:> which 
generally attends meafures of that 
kind ; it added fuel to the flame. £ut 
his^ greateft enemies mull confefs,^ that 
the pamphkt is written in the ftyle of a 
man, who had the good of his country 
neareft his heart ; who law* her errors, 
and wifhcd to correft themj who felt 
her opprcffions, and wifhed lo relieve 
her 5 and who had a defire to rouze> 

and 
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aiid awaken an indolent natioh from a 
lethargic difpofitioni that might jffove 
fatal to her conftitation. 

To the propoftl," in favour of tibe Irifh 
manuf azures, iucc«ed, ^ome Arguments . 
againfi tnlargtng the Ptytver pf Sijhopi in 
letting of Leafes. This is too feriotrs a 
pamf)hlet for your perufal; nw fhall I 
detain you with any farther account of 
it, than to fay, that it is intermixt with 
thofe mafterly ftrofces of irony, which 
(6 often appear in Swift's works. 

But the general fubje6l of the pam- 
phlet leads me to recoUeft a circumftance 
much to the Dean's honour. He couldi 
never be induced tp take fines for any o^ 
the chapter lands. He always chofe to 
raife the rents, as the method leaft op^ 
preflive to the prefent tenant^ and moft 
advantageous to all future tenants and 
landlords. He conftantly refiifed to give 
charity out of the chapter funds, which 
he alledged were fcarce fufHcient to main- 
tain the neceflary repairs of the cathedral. 

O 3 I have 
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I have already told you S diat, among 
lii3 prebendaries^ the vox Decam was the 
vox Dei. 

We are now come to The Drapier's 
Letters^ thofe brazen monmnents of his 
fame* They were written in the year 
1724* I have faid fo mudx in one of 
my former letters *• of the caufe which 
gave rife to themj and of the efFe£l 
which they had upon the nation, that 
I need fay no more in this place^ than 
to recommend them to your pemfal^ 
for the dyle and conduft of thdr man<^ 
ner: but|4e(l they may appear too 
grave to fo young a man, and one who 
is fo little interefted in the prefent, and 
much lefs in thepaft affairs of Ireland^ 
you will find a paper at the end of them 
that will excite your rifibility, or I am 
miftaken. It is entitled, Afullandtruf 
account of the Jolemnproc^ffion to the Gallows 
ft the execution of Williaa? WopDi Wt* 

^ §W t^t^cr y. * Letter Vt 
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W bdrd^are'-man ^ The author inakes 
the feveral artificers attend William 
Wood (reprefcnted by a log of timber) 
to the gallows, and each tradefman txr 
prefifis his refentment in the terms of hia 
proper calling, *' H^e Cook will baste 
*^ bim. Tbe Bookseller will turn qver 
f* A NEW LEAF witb bim. iTi^^ Taylor 
^ Will Jit IN HIS SKIRTS}" and fo on, 
through a number of people of differ- 
ent conditions. Then follows the pro- 
ceflion, moft humoroufly defcribed- The 
whole is a piece of ridicule too powerful 
for the ftrongeft gravity to withftand. 

The next tra^ is, A Jhort wew tf 
tbe ftate of Ireland^ written in the year, 
1727 ^ of this I need take little notice, 
lince the prefent ftate of Ireland is, in 
general, as flourifhing as poffible. Agri- 
culture is cultivated ; arts and fciences are 
encouraged : and in the fpace of eighteen 
years, which is almoft the full time that 
J have known it, no kingdom can be 

• Page 2J3. * Page 240. 
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snore improved. Ireland^ in relation o{> 
Bnglandy mzf be cotiq>ared to a younger 
fifter lately come ,of age^ after having 
fuffered all the mifiries of an iii|ar6ci 
minors iuch as law iuits, encroach^ 
ments uipon her property, violation of 
Imt rights, defhii^tion of her tenants, 
and every evil diat can be named* At 
length. Time, and her own noble fpritr 
of induftry, have entirely rdieved her> 
and, fome little heart-burnings excepted, 
ihe enjoys the quiet pofiefTion of a very^ 
ample fortune, fubied:, by way of ac-; 
knowledgment , to certain quit rents^ 
payable to the elder branch of her houfe : 
and let me add by experience, that faie. 
her att in ^i, ftie cannot have a greater 
fortune than fhc deferves, 

. I fhall not make any comments upon^ 
\;ftn Anfwer to aFafer adkd A Memorial 
^ the poor Inhabitants^ ^radejwm^ and 
JLaiourers of the Kingdom of Ireland^ 
written in the year 1728 ■. The pam^ 

• Page ?5fJ 
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f>hlet which comes next in order of fuc- 
ceffion, is written with Swift's ufual pe- 
culiarity of humour. The title of it is, 
Amodeji Propofal for preventing the Chil-^ 
dren of Poor People in Ireland^ from being a 
burden to their Parents or Country \ and for 
making them betfefcial to the public^ written^ 
in the year 1729', The propofal is to fat- 
ten beggars children, and fell them for food 
to rich landlords, and perfons of quality. " 

^he vindication of his excellency Johk' 
Lord Cartz^ut from the charge of fa-* 
'vvuring none hut "Tories^ High^Churchmen; 
mid "Jacobites^ ^ is entirely humorous, and 
fo I think are all the remaining pamphlets 
in this volumef. But the laft piece, enti- 
tled, ^he speech and. dying Words of UbeU^ 
EZOR Elliston, who was executed the 
fecond of May 1722, written and publijhed 
at bis defre for the common goody h^ flf 
jnoft excellent efFedl^ * The thieves^ va^ 



« Page 262. 

* Page 275. Wnttea im the year 1730, 

'Page 363. 
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gabonds, and all the lower <^afs of people 
thought it the real work of Ebenezor, 
EiirLisTON, who had received the grounds 
of a good education 5 and thcflyle of this 
paper i$ fo natural for a perfon in fuch 
eircumftancesy that it wmild almoft de- 
ceive the niceft judgemrat. 

I have ndwcompleated my animadver-^ 
fions upon the four firft volumes of S wi ft's 
works } the laftof which contains abun- 
4ance of ironical wit founded upon the 
))afis of reafon and good fenfe* But, I had 
almoft forgot, that, at the latter end of 
thtf volume, there are three copies of verfes, 
two of which are addrefled to the Dean,^ 
and the thijrd is his aniwer : the £rft be- 
ing my property may ferve to conclude 
this letter* Itwas.occafioned by an an- 
nual cuftom, which I found purfued a* 
mong his friends, of making him a pre- 
ient on his birth-day. As he had admitted 
me of th&t number, I fent him a paper- 
book, finely bound, in the firfl leaf of 
which I wrote the. following lines- 

To 
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Pablin, November 30, 1732 

TOthee,dcarSwfFT,thcfcfpotlcfs leaves I fend 
Small is the prefent, but fincere the friend^ 
Think not fo poor a book belOw i\^y care; 
Who knows the price that thou catfft make it bear? 
Tho* tawdry now, and like Tyrilla's face. 
The fpecious front ihines out with borrowed grace; 
Tho' pafte*boards, glitt'ruig like a tihfel'dcoat, 
A Tufa tabula within denote ; 
Yet if a venal and co(:rupted age. 
And modern vices ihould provoke thy rage 5 
If warnM once more by their impending fate 
A finking country and an injuVd ilate. 
Thy great affiftapce (hoqld again demand, ^ 

And call forth reafpn to defend the land ; 
Then Ihall we viewth^fc fheets, with glad furprizet 
Infpir'd with thought, and fpeaking to our eyes ; 
Each vacant fpace fliall then, enrich'd, difpenfc 
True force of eloquence, and nervous fenfe j : 
Inform the judgment, animate the hearty 
And facred rules of policy impart ; 
The fpangled covering, bright with fplendid ore. 
Shall cheat the fight with empty fhew no more \ 
But lead us inward to thofe golcjen mines, 
>yhere all thy foul in native luftre fliines. 
So when the eye furveys fome lovely fair 
With bloom of beauty, grac'd with Ihape and air, 
How is the rapture heightened, when we find 
J^erform e)5ccird by hcf c^leftial mind ! 

ORRERY, 
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LETTER XVIL 

I Have already told you, my dear Ham^ 
that the four firft volumes of SwiPi^s 
works werepublifhed together, and pa(&d 
immediately under his own inrpe6Hon. 
Not long afterwards came out two additio- 
nal volumes, both which were fupervifed 
andcorrcftcd by the author. 

"fbe ConduSl of the Allien begins the fifth 
volume. I imagine that the fuhlljher's 
Preface was compofed by the Dean him- 
felf, but affoacdly written in a bad ftyle. 
The laft paragraph makes me fufpeft his 
hand. *« It is plainly Jeen, fays the Publiftier, 
•' that afpirit of liberty is diffufid through 
" all tbefe vuritingSy imd that the author is 
** an enemy to tyranny and opprejfion in any 
^^ Jhape whatever'' This is the chara£ler 
at which Swift aimed; and this is the 
charafter which indeed h^deferved. 

Through- 
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Thfou^dut the Codrib of'thefe tetters 
Ihzn fitdy pointed dttt t6 yoii HO. his 
iioks ; btit I beg you tb t&a&hher, that^ 
mdx all l^iofe faot^, he Wiis abore coi> 
rop^n : A vktva rh itfelf fufiicient to 
dooer a mulfitude of hutnioi fsolingsj 
^«e from tjint t^tu@ ^ne can fiotr prc^ 
Q)Cnty to the ^fiimonvrealth. 

fh(f isrtJu^ of tie Allies w4^ tivriften 
'm. the year i/t^j {^4 it is preparatOTy 
to the peachy which the Aiinifters werd 
thifl Cd^certkig;, daiitd which vras after-i- 
^strdii p«»fi^ed at^ Uii-ecbt. It begins by 
refl^^dcSoj oA war in general, and thei) 
H^rtieBlftfly ^«fttions ^ feveral civH' 
trat$ in cor kkgdom. When I ant 
rea^g lareKti^ of £his fort, I cannot 
h«Jf> pitying my iHiltai^y country, torrt 
fdpi^c^B 1^ her own ftwis : h wretched 
jftOthtr etf vtdtures, for whom, like Tr* 
TYus, 'Ihe produces new entrsdls only to 
bede^c^ed. 

The papers called the MpcMnetti at 
Icaftthofe of whieh- Djr> Swift is the 

author. 



Digitized 



by Google 



itZ REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

author, fill up the reft of &e volume^ 
They begin in November 1710, and Aey 
are carried down to the end of July 171 1. 
They are written in defence of the new 
adminiftration, and the particular revo--. 
ludons at court which had introduced 
the Earl of Oxford, and had dilplaced 
the Earl of Gooolphin and his friends. 

Many of Swift*s Examiners are per- 
fonally aimed at the General*. In a free 
country, the power of a general is al- 
ways to be feared. The greater his mili- 
tary capacity, or the more fucceisful his 
arms, in the greater danger are the liber- 
ties of the people. On this maxim Swift 
proceeded ; and while he was writing ia 
defence of the commonwealth, he had an 
opportunity of giving a loofe to his own 
feverity, of which the bouje of Pride, and 
feveral other allegoric^ diays are very fpi* 
fited examples. 

But I am fettered in my animadver* 
fions on thefe papers. The prefent times, 

f The Duke of MAftLBOROucir. 

and 
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And the honour which I bear to many 
noble families, defcended from perfons 
mentioned in th^ Examiners^ make me 
willing to take as flight notice as poflible 
even of the wittieft pafTages in thofe pa- 
pers; becaufe many of thofe paffages arife 
from perfonal reflexions, or party far- 
cafins» In general, the feveral points re- 
lating to the nadonal debt (alas, how en- 
creafed fince the yeai: feventeen hundred 
and ten !) the too long continuance of the 
war, and other public topics of com- 
plaint are melancholy truths, juftly be- 
coming the pen of a man who loves his 
country. 

Widiin thefe laft forty years, the po- 
litical treati&s have been fo numerous, 
(b various, fo local, and fo temporary, 
that each new pamphlet has fucceeded 
its predecefllbr, like a youthful fon to an 
antient father amidfl: a multiplicity of 
followers, admirers, and dependants, 
whilfl: the antiquated Sire having ftrutted 
and foamed bis hour upon the fiage is beard 

• n^ 
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no more^ but lies fiknt, and almoft e^ 
tirely forgotten, except by a few friends 
and cotemporaries, who accidentally re- 
member fome of his juft obfervations, or 
prophetical aphorifms, wluch they have 
jived to fee accompliflied* Thus has it 
fared, even in my time, with the £xa- 
MiNEjts, the Freeholders, and the 
Craftsman : and the fame fate will at- 
tend moft writmgs of that fort, which 
being framed to ferve particular views 
fulfill the purport of their creation, and 
then perifti: while works of a morelifae- 
;ral and diffufive kind are acceptable to all 
perfbns, and all times ; and may afiiime 
to themfelves a certain prolped of fur- 
viving to the latcft pofterity- 

But my deareft Hamiiton, when 
you enter into the commerce of life, 
you. will be obliged, in your own de- 
fence, to look into every thing that has 
been written upon political fubjcfts. In 
England^ a man cannot keep up a con- 
iawriation without being well verfed in 
t , politics. 
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politics^ * In whatevo: other point Jof 
learning he miy he deficient, he certain^ 
ly muft not appear fuperficial sriflkte af^ 
faks. HemiA dhiifehiaparty; andho 
muft ftitk to t!he choacci Nm^rimscare 
gradtm. muft be his inotto; and Heaveit 
forgive you, my dear* fon, if ^ grndtu 
now aildilien enforces you io a£t againft 
felf coiiNd^tioni 

If party, and the confcquencles of if 
had ariiibn to that hcighdi among thd 
Romans and Grecians, as it Ixasarifen 
of late years among the Englifh, theii? 
poets would probably have added her to 
the three furies, and would have placed 
her in hdl, 4s a fit companion for "ti- 
sip^NE, MEGMKAi aod* Alscto, from 
whence^ according to their defcription^ 
ihe might have made excuriions upoA 
earth, only with an. intention todeftroy/ 
conf9U9d> miileadt an4 difunit^ ls&m* 
kind. 

Itis true, that all CQtintries have their 

l^aities and tibdr i^^Uons. But thcr<i if 

P 4cer-? 
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t ^ertaixr contagious dlftemper, o£ this 
ibit^.fapcciiltar to tlie firitiiU iflknds, 
that, I bdievc, it u^aiduiown^tb every 
other pajt ctf the wddd; It encreafes our 
natural gloonii and:it makestis^ fo as^erfe 
to f«ch;oHiflr, that it keeps xneno£tiie beft 
morals, and. moft fixdal incUnadon^ in 
one continued date of vbrfareandcppo^ 
fition. Muft not the fource of this ma-^ 
lady arife rather from- the hearty than 
from the head? £rom the di^rent ope- 
radona of our pa0i(ms, than of ourrea* 
fbnl 

Furome cacus, an rapit vis acrior^ 
'An culpa t 

Swif T, a man of violent paflion^^ 
was, in confeqiienGe :of thofe piaHions^ 
violent in his party : but as hi^ capacity 
atod* genius were fo extraordinary^^ and 
e3Ctenlivey even his party writings^ ^ carry 
with them dignity and inftruftion: and 
in that Tight I wifli ^oii to read the "Exa- 
mifkr^y' sphere yon- will- frnd^^-ncrvous 
-•-^ T - ftyle. 
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^c, a dear S£tioa, and great know* 
ledg&of.tbc true landed intereft' o£ Exjp. 
lofid. 

J aatt 

Mf dear Hamilton, 
Tour ever, affisBtMoH Patbtf , 
ORRERY. 

L E T T E R XVIII. 

SUCH a confufion, fuch a mixture of 
wrfc, profe, poBlics, letters, fimiles, 
wit, triflies, and poltfe cmverfafim, are 
tlirown into tlie lixth voltraie, that I 
know not in what manner to treat it, or 
what particvtkr part to recommend to 
your perufaL The poetry, the iraiiles, 
and the trifles arc not worth your atten- 
tion. Of the letters^ the two from Ae 
Earl erf Peter BOROUGH to Mr. Pope arti 
Ihort, but excellent in their kind. Th« 
odiers, I meaii thdfe of the Pean, and 
P t of 
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o£Mr.!PoPB; have nmch le& merits or* 
at leaft.are much. kfs. agreeable. . Lord 
Pbtekborough's wit is eafy and iin^ 
afFe£ted. At the time when he wrote 
thofe two letters^ he had hung up lus 
hehnety and his buckler, and was retired 
to his plough, and' his T^elbarrow^ 
wearied ^f courts, and difgufted with 
fiateimen. He had made a moft confi- 
ittrsStc figure in his day. His charafter 
was. amiable and uncommon. |iis life 
was k tcrii&iued feries of variety. In 
fais public fuid pri^te cpndu<5):,he dif* 
fered.from moft men. He had vifited 
all climatesy but had.ftaiiii^ noppie. He 
was ar citizen of t^^ world., fie cpn- 
qi^ered and niaintaine^ iuime% wit^^ 
paoney. ; .. |iis. a^ons; and exprefliqns 
were. peculiar to himfdf; He was of a 
yiyacity.iupaiqur to all fatigue, and 
hk cpurag^ was l^yond any cp^eption 
of dangea:. . . He verifie4, in^ n^ajiy in- 
ft»ces, whatever has been faid of iroman- 
to; hfjroesw He feems to hs^pre been 
' fixed 
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fixfed only in his friehdfhips and moral 
principles. He had a true regard and 
affi^ftion for Swift and Pope. Thci 
Dean, in a fhort copy of veries % has de-i 
fcribed him in a very particidar manner^ 
but fo juftly, that the fourlafl: ftanzas will 
give a moft perfect, and compleat idea of 
Lord Peterborough's perfon and mili- 
tary virtues, 

^« KJkiUton in outward figure, 

** His meagre corps, though full of vigour, 

•* Would halt bchbdhim were it bigger. 

** So wonderful his expedition, 

** When yop have not the leaft fufpicion, 

** He's with you like an apparition. 

^^ Shines in all climates like a ftar, 
^< In fenatcs bold, and fierce in war^ 
«* A land commander, and a tar. 

^ Heroic affions early bred in, 

•* Nc^cr to be matched in modern reading, 

♦* But by his name-fake Charles oi Sweden. 

* Vol. II. Page 222. 

P 3 The 
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The Pubhtk ^irit of the Whip is ft 
pamphlet , in aniWo: to the Criiis written 
by Sir Richard Steele, but it con- 
tains fuch acute fatir againft the nobility 
ti Scotland^^hat in an ad vertifement print- 
ed before it, we are told, ^^ M the Scotch 
** brdstbeu in London "went in a body to 
^* complain againft the author \ and the 
** confequence of that compliunt H»as a 
" proclamation offering a reward of three 
*\ hundred pounds to dif cover him.*' It 
was writtai in tiie year 1712, by the 
confent, if not the encouragement of 
the miniflers of that a^ra. In the ftyle 
and condu A, it is one of the boldeft, as 
well as one of the moft mafterly trails 
that Swift ever wrote. And I cannot 
help again obferving, that on whatever 
topic he employs his pen, the ihbje^t 
which he treats of, is ^ways fo exceU 
lently managed, as to ieatx to have been 
the whole ftudy, and application of his 
life ? fo that he appears the greateft 
roafter through a greater variety of ma- 
terials^ 
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terials, :than perhaps have been difcufled 
by any other author. 

Th&SiJhop of SaUJbury [Dr. Burnet] 
is the nextantagonift whom Swift at- 
tackscin fingle combat. I can give you 
no better idea of this work, than by a 
quotation from die traffc itfelf, which is 
called,^ JPrf/ir^ to the BiJhoprfSaliJburfs 
intr^duSlim to the third volume of the Mif- 
tory of the Reformation of the Church of 
England. Towards the latter end of the 
Pamphlet ' S w i ft iays, 

«< Hffwenjer be [the Bwhof] thanh 
** God, there are many among us 'who fiand 
** in the breach: I believe there may : it it 
^* a BJiiEACH of their own makings and 
*• they defgn to come forward^ and Jlorm 
" and plunder y if they are not driven back. 
** They make themselves a wall 

<« FOR their CUURCfi AND COUNTRY. 

** A SOUTH wi///, I fuppofey for^all the befl 
** fruit of the church and country to be 
^[ nailed on. Let us examine this metaphor. 

•.Page 89. 

p 4' ^'The 
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^' The wall qf ovk chuxch and 

" COUNTRY is built of tbofe vAo hve 

V the cmjiitiaion in both. Our damejiic 
** enemes undermine fme parts of the 
^^ WALL) and place tbemfehes in the 

V B&EACH ; and then tbey cry^ We ar^ 
f< THE WALi** We do not Uie fucb patcb^ 
^' noork ; ^i&f^ bmld with upfempered mor^ 

• * tar ; n^ r<i» /Afy ever cement with itf , 
** till tbey get better materials j and better 
^^ workmen : God keep us from baving our 
*' "^K^Acnts made up mtbfucb rubbijb: 

^^ THEY STAND UPON THE WATCHTOWER! 

** Tiey are indeed pragmatical enougb to do 
-* fo ; ^t 'wbo ajpgned them that poft^ to 
** give us falfe intelligence y toalarmuswitb 
** falfe dangerSy and fend us to defend one 
" g^tCjy while their accomplices are breaking 
^* in at another f They cry to God day 

•* AND NIGHT TO AV£RT THE JUDGE- 
^* MENT OF POPERY, WHICH SEEMS TO 

f * HASTEN TOWARDS US. " ^Hcn I affirm^ 
^* they are hypocrites by day^ and filthy 
^* dreamers by nigf^. ff^en they cry unto 

'' Him, 
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" Him J He mil not bear ibem: for they cry 
<* out againji the plaineji diStates of fbeir 
" owri confcience^ reafon and belief 

But lafilyi They lie * in thIc Tivrr] 
MOURN ING bJSfore Him- Hang me If I 
believe tbdt^ unlefs itbe figuratively ffohn. 
^^ Buty fuppofe it to be true^ why do they 
" lie in the dust ? becaufe they love to 
" raife it. For what do they mourn f why for 
" power^ nvealtby and places. TCbere let the 
" enemies of the ^een^ Monarchy ^ and the 
" Church /r>, and mpunty and lick the dust 
" like serpents, till they aretruly fenfibk 
•* of their ingratitude, faljhoody difohedience^ 
** flandery blafphemy, feditiony and every evil 
*' work:' 

I itrnft follow the fame method in form- 
ing your idea of the next pamphlet, by a 
quotation out of it, which happens to be 
the firft paragraph. The title is, T^ePref^ 
byterians Plea of Merit in order to take off 
the T^efty impartially examined: and the au- 
thor begins in the true vein of wit andfpi- 
rit, by faying, " We have been told in the 
^* (omtfion news papersy that all attempts are 

<* to 
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" to be made tbisfej^om by the pre/hyterhm 
*^ md their abettarsyfor taking ^the tefi ; 
^^ asa kind of preparatory Jtep to mflke it go 
'< dmmjnmtber in England. For^ if once 

** THEIR LIGHT WOULP SO SHINE, the 

<* papijlsy diUghted mth the blaze ^ would 
^' all come in, and dance about it. TKf I 
^* take to be a prudent method^ like that (fa 
^* Mfcreet pbyficiafiy whofrjl gives a new 
^* medicine to a dpg^ before he prefer ibes it to 
^^ A HUMAN CREATURE." I have quoted 
tfiis ihort pailage for the ftyle» as well as 
^e matter ; and I dare fay, even frpm 
hoice, you will he confirmed in one ge« 
neral ohfervation^ that Swift maintains 
and conducts his metaphors and allufi- 
osiSj with a juftnefs particularly delicate 
and exa£):» and without the leaft ftiffnefs, 
or affeftation. In fome of my former 
letters, I have mentioned in what degree 
of contempt and hatred h^ held the 
difienters, efpecially the preibyterians i and 
I need only add, that as this pamphlet 
was written for the meridian of Ireland, it 

ought 
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ought to have been j)Iaced with the other 
trails on the fame fubje6t 

The Jfubfequent pamphlet is. Advice 
^ered io the Memhers of the QStober Club. 
It was written in the year 171 1, and, is 
fo applicable to that particular time, that I 
ihall not make any anonadverfions upon 
it. From poUtical trails, the true hiftoiy ' 
of England xs to foe deduced : and if fo- 
reigners were to enter into that branch of 
reading, they might frame .a more diftinflt 
notion of our legislature, and of our man^ 
ners, than from more laboured, and con- 
nected accounts of our conftitution. la 
fuch a view, I am ^pt to think, that, at 
firft fight, ithey muft behold us adifunited, 
difcontented, and feemxngly an unfteady 
people: but I am certain, that, upon a 
more minute difquifition^ they inuft find 
in us a fixed, and, I may fay, an innate 
love of liberty, variegated, and perhaps 
fometimes erroneous in its progrefs, but 
conftant, and unwearied in the purfuit of 
that glorious end. What people upon earth 

caa 
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can defire a more exalted) or a more di- 
ftinguiihed chara£ler ? To fpeak in the 
diale£l of the heathen worlds our errors 
are the errors of men, our principles are 
the principles of gods. 

The other pieces in this Tolume, except 
^tbe Remarks on the Barrier Treaty, arc 
not, in my mind, fufficiently ftriking to 
deferve much notice. Some of them are 
the minutijjima of Sw i ft's writings, which, 
I believe, he would fcarce have publi/hed, 
fond as he was of feeing his works in 
print, if he had been in tibe full vigour of 
his underftanding, or had confidered, that 
trifles of that kind, which are weak as 
feathers, in fupporting a reputation, are 
heavy as lead, in deprefling it. 

I amy my deareji Ham, 
T^r rnoji affeSiionate Father 

ORRERY. 
LET- 
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LETTER XIX. 

THE feventh volume contains Swift's 
epiftolary correfpondencc, from the 
year 1714 to the year 1737 ; and, as it is 
an acknowledged obfefvation, that no 
part of an author*s writings give a greater 
infight into his natural diipofition than 
his letters, (efpecially when written with 
freedom and fincerity) I fliall endeavour 
to point out to you, fiich circumftances 
in Swift's epiftles, and in the anfwers of 
his friends, as may afford you mate-i 
rials to form your own conjedbires upoii 
the different chara6lers not only of the 
Dean^ but of his correfpohdehts. From 
preceding letters, you are probably be-^ 
come acquainted with Dr. Swift j but 
the manners and opinions of thofc 
perfons with whom he correfponded, 
are in every refpefk fo blended with hi? 
own, as not to beeafUy feparated 1 and 

in 



Digitized 



by Google 



tar REMARKS ON THE LTffi 
in fuch a kind of united view, they 
will mutually refleft light upon each 
other* 

To a young man juft entering into 
the world as you are, the fubjefl may 
prove of particular importance, as it may 
guide him not only in the choice of his 
correipondents,, but in his manner of 
writing to them. 

The freedom of the prefs is to be 
watched and defended with the moil 
jealous eye. It is one of the chief ar^ 
tides of that, great Charter of liberty to 
which the people of England are enti- 
tled : but a$ no human inftitution can 
l)e perfe6t, even this branch of liberty 
has its excrefcences that might be pruned^ 
I mean particularly that licence which 
of late has too much prevailed of pub- 
lifhing epiftolary correfpondences. Such 
2l fafhion, for I know not what elfe to call 
it, is extremely pernicious. At prefent, 
it fatisfics the curiofity of the public; 
but for the future, it will tend to.re- 
' ftrain 
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ftfsdn that unfufpicious opeanefs^ which 

is the principal delight of writing to oup 

friends. I am forry to fay by experience, 

diat the letters wluch contain the mofl: 

jfincere, and perhaps hafty obfervations 

upon peribnsy times^ and circumftaneies» 

are often referved as treafures, and 

hoarded up^ as mifers hoard gold^ like 

which, they lie concealed in cabinets 

jftnd ftrong boxes for feme time, till 

chancing to fall into the hands of an 

extravagant heir, or an injudicious e^e« 

catbTy they are not only brought inttf 

fight, but >dii|)erfed and' ex^)ofed, fo as 

to become the property of the whole 

world. Let me adviie you therefore, my 

H-AMiLTONi when yougive^our opinion' 

upon any important ftft)je£^ to confider 

ft wdl. Before you commit your* thoughts 

to paper. Exprefs yourfelf with* ^Gffiti 

dehce.^ Preferve a prudent reHralnt o^trf 

the fafiies of wit and hunibur : and. he 

cautious in' all declarationis 4f friendfliip ; 

as the very common offers of ^civility aire 

too 
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too often explaii;ied into undefigned eil« 

gagemehts* . . 

I own, Ham, I find myfelf under no 
imall difficulty in difcufling this volume 
of Swift's letters. General criticiim^ 
will be attended with obfcurity : and it 
would be tedious to confi^er them in 
their exad prder. I ihall endeavour, 
therefore, tQ take a review only of what 
feems to deferve. your attention. Let us 
begin with the letters thajt pai^ between 
i)r. Swift and >Ir. Pofe. The cor- 
refppndence had commenced in a very, 
early part of Mr. Pipe's Hfc^ and wasr 
carried on with fcarce any , intemiptiq^ 
from the deat^ of the Queea If we 
may judge of Mr. Pope from Jus work^^ 
hi$ chief aim W!as to be eileemed a man 
of • virtue, fefis Jl^rs are written in 
that ftyle. His laft volumes are all of 
the moral kind« He has. avoided tnfles>. 
and confequently has efca|>ed a rock 
which has proved very injurious to 
Swift's reputaticMi. He has given his 

' imagina- 
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imagination fullfcope, and. yet has pre- 
ferved a perpetual guard upon his con- 
duift. The conftitution of his body and 
mind might early incline him to habits 
of caution and referve. The treatment 
which he met afterwards fromi an innu- 
merable tribe of adverfaries, confirmed 
thofe habits, and made him flower than 
the Dean in pronouncing his judgement 
upon perfons and things. His profc 
writings are little lefs harmonious than 
his verfe: and his voice in common 
converfadon was fo naturally mufical, 
that I remember honefl Tom Southerns 
ufed always to call him T^be little nigbtin^ 
gale. His manners were delicate, eafy, 
and engaging : and he treated his friends 
with a politenefs that charmed, and a 
generofity that was much to his honour* 
Every gueft was made happy within 
his doors. Pleafure dwelt under his 
roof, and Elegance, prefided at his table. 
Dr. Swift was of a different difpofition : 
To his domefl:ics he was paflTionate 

Q^ and 
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tatd churliih : to his equals and fuperiors 
rather an entertaining than a defirable 
companion. He told a Aory in an ad* 
mirable manner : his fentences woe 
fliort, and perfpicuous, his obfervations 
Vftre piercing. He had ftm die great 
world, and had profited tmtdi by his 
experience. He had not the lead: tin* 
^re of vanity in his coAver&tion« He 
was perhaps, as he faid lumfelf, too 
proud to be vain« When he was pciite^ 
it was in a manner ^itirely his own* In 
hk friendfhips he was conftant and un* 
difguifed. He was the ikffie in his 
enmities. He generally ipoke as he 
thought in all companies and at all 
times. I remember to have heard, that 
he dined once at a Lord Mayor's feaft 
in Dublin^ and was attacked, and teijsed 
by an opulent, boiilerous, half-intoxi- 
cated 'Squire^ who happened to fit next 
him : he bore the aukward railfery for 
fome lime, and then on a fudden called 
out in a loud voice to the Mayor, " My 

'' Lord, 
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** l^aritbtn h we ff y^r htan at afy 
" fiimUdr y be has i«en -worryitig nu Has 
*« h^hufi li^reyon udttorda' idmto h 
" iififn ^" In ^ask laft particulars he 
4ifi«s^.^4dy 6roin h» frigid Porx» 
w|v> QOlidd iti£k fefentment, and wsut 
mnl^ fiiti«Ke til| a more diftii&t, and 
periu^ a more jCbafi>naUe hour of re* 
vetige. But not^thftanding the difiunl* 
Ittiideof oaindb* and manners^ which was 
ai^fUKtit betweott thefe two gseat men* 
yet the iame ibrt of frimdihip foBms to 
haveYobfiiled between t]iem> as batwcm 
VxRGU. and Horace* The mutnol a£» 
fe£tion of the two Englifh poets appears 
throughout thdf works: and therefore in 
ttus places I cannot avcnd taking notice 
oi a rep<xt very induftiioufly fpread, and 
notwithoiittfonied^reeof fuccefs, " That 
*< the iriendflup between Pope and Swirr 
*' was notfi) firm and perfe^ attlw lat- 
*' t» end as at die beginning of their lives.'' 
On Dr» Swift's fide, I am certain, it ever 
remained unalterable : nor did it appear 
Q_2 Icfs 
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Ids fervent on the fide of Mr. Popb. Th^ 
letters are the beft evidence to determine 
the doubt. In one of Swift's lateft let- 
ters to me, not long before he was loft to 
all human comforts, he fays, ^^Wbknyou 
.** feie my dear friend Pope, tell bitn I will 
•* anfwer bis letter fom \ T hve him above 
** all the reft of tnankind^^ In my long 
eorrefpondence with Mr. Pope, I fcarce 
recdved the leaft billet from him, with- 
out the ktndeft mention of Dr. Swift, 
and the tendereft anxiety for his ftate of 
health* Judge by the following para* 
graphs. The firft, dated July the i2tb, 

1737- 

My Lord^ ^be pleafut^ you gave me^ in 
acquainting me of the Dean^s better bealtb^ 
is one fo truly greats as migbt content even 
your own humanity : and wbatever myjin^ 
cere opinion and reJfeS of your Lordjhip 
prompts me to wijh from your bands for my^ 
fdf^your love for bim makes me as bappy. 
Would to Qop my weigbt^ added to your s^ 
; -. could 
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i^uld turn bis inclinations to thisjide^ that I 
might live to enjoy him h^re thro* your means^ 
and fatter myfelf*twm partly thro my^ dwnl 
But tbisylfearj will never he the cafe y and 
I think it more probablcy his attraSlion will 
draw me on the other Jidei whichy I protefi^ 
nothing lefstban aprobability of dying atfea^ 
ctmfidering the weak frame of my bredfl^ would 
have hindred me from, two years pa/l. In 
Jhorty whenever I think of him, 'tis with thf 
vexation of all impotent paffions that carry us 
out of mrfelves only to fpoil our quiet y and 
make us return to a rejignation, which is the 
mpfi melancholy of all virtues. And in an- 
other letter, dated April 2, 1738, he fays, 
I write by ,the famepofl that I received your 
very obliging and humane letter. Ttbe confide-^ 
ration you fhew towards me^ in thejuji ap-^ 
prehenfion that any news of the DearCs con-- 
dition might alarm me, is mojl kind and ge-^ 
nerous. TChe very loft pojl J writ to him q 
long letter, little fufpeSting him in that dan^ 
gerous (ircumftance^ J yon^s fo far from f earn- 
ing his health, that I was propofng fcbemes^ 
y. Qj and 
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4ndbcpHg pq/^iilitifs for cur meeting met 
more in this world. I ion weary oftt\ mi 
JhaU bm)e me reafin more^ and one ^ the 
firw^efi thai nature can pve me (even vfbm 
fhe isjhaking my weak frame tofietet) to be 
willing to leave this worlds whn tmr demr 
friend is on the edge of the oH^. TetHnfe^ 
Iwouidfain bope^ be may yet iover a wbik 
tn the brink of it^ io preJervetotbitwretdHed 
age a relive and example of tie U^^ One 
more quotation, and I have don^ Twir-^ 
tiAM, Novembcn 7. When you get to Dub« 
Un (whither Idire£tthis,fupf>ofingyou will 
fee our dear friend as foon ai poffUle) pray 
put the pean in mind rfme^ and tell kim I 
hope be received ntf Iq/l, JeUbim bow dearly 
Jkvey and how greatJ^ Ihonof^ him : how 
greatly I refleSt on every teflinumy of Hi 
ftiendfhip ; how much Irefdlve to give the 
f}efi I can of my efieemfor kim topofkrity 5 
and ajure him the world has nothing in it I 
pdmirefo mucby nothings the kfs (fwbidf I 
fhould rfgrei fo mucb^ as bis genius and hii 
virtues^ 

My 
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. My excu&^ for I ftand in need of one, 
by having in&rted thefe fcraps of letters, 
is my real defire of convincing you, that 
die affe£tion of Swift and Poi^e* fub- 
lifted asendre and uninterrupted as their 
fxiends could wifh, or their enemies re- 
gret. It mud be owjied, that we as kU 
dom &e a mutual attachment between 
poets, as between ftatefinen. ^^ True 
" friendship, asTuLLVobferves, proceeds 
^^ fromz reciprocal efteem, and a virtuous 
^* refemblaiu:e of manners/' Wboi fuch 
is the bafis, the variety in certain tenets 
Bud opinions is of no ill confequence to 
ihe imion : and will icarce ever unlooie 
the focial ties of love, veneratkm, and 
eftepm. Thus the friendship between 
Atticus and Hortensius, although 
ihej were of different fe£b, one a Stoic, 
end the other an Epicurean, fubfifted 
liioe Mr. Pope's and Dr. Swift's, firm 
vpA conftant to the laft, when that of 
Aktonv , LEPtDcs, and Auoustub, 
cc»itinued no longer than while it was 
£iblervient to dieir views of intereft. 
0^4 Catiline 



Digitized 



d by Google 



214 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
' Catiline fays. Idem wlk, acidem nolle^ 
ea demum amicitia eft. This often attoids 
a vicious confpiracy; and perhaps an 
agreement fb perfe6Uy mutual is fcarce 
to be met with in any other inftance. 
Emulation generally breaks the chain of 
firiendfhip between poets. They are run- 
liing with thevitmoft eagemefstothefame 
goal ; no wonder, if, in the race, they en- 
deavour to trip up each other's heels. 

As I have often reverted in my mind 
certain particulars relatingto my two poe- 
tical friends, I have always thought, that 
the circumftance of their pursuing diflfer- 
ent roads in poetry, andlivingindifierent 
kingdoms, was probably one of the hap^ 
pieft incidents in their lives. Such .a repa- 
ration prevented all perfonal dKTenfions, 
and iixt them in a correfpondence, that 
conftantly tended to eftahlifli their .en« 
dearments; when, perhaps, a refidencc 
near each other might have had a very 
contrary effeft. It is much eafier to rec- 
tify any miftake, or to cool any animofity 
lliat may have arifen, in a, letter, than 

to 
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to recal a paffionate verbal anfwer, dpc- 
ciallyif uttered with all the aftions, and 
vehemence of anger. The impreflion of 
fuch a fcene remains long upon tlie mind, 
of the perfon offended, and the old adage 
is trarifpofed. Fox audita, manet^ liter a 
fcripta perit. \ Few men can fubmit to 
contradiftion. Swift was certainly not 
of the number; aijd therefore I amper- 
fuaded, that his diftance from his Englifh 
friends proved a ftrong incitement to 
their mutual afFeftion. But, I muft again 
repeat, that throughout the long feries of 
letters which have been publifhed^ not 
the leaft altercations appear to have hap- 
pened between Swift and Pope. 

In all Swift's writings, you will find 
his own peculiar vein of humour. The 
fame liberty of expreffion would have 
been improper and abfurd in any other 
writer, but it produced the confequences 
winch he defired. His feeming arrogance 
gained him more favbur than the humi-< 
lity, and afFe6led benevolence of others. 
His raillery and freedom of cenfure are 

conveyed 
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conveyed in a manner more prevakn^ 
and perhaps often more agxceable than 
flattery. He feldom praiied, 1»t where 
merit was coni^icaom. A im^ ftroke 
of his pen pkaied more, and gave more 
honour, than a long flattering dedication 
from any odier anthon His ftyle was 
maflerly, correft, and ftrong : never dif- 
fufive, yet always dear; and; if we con-- 
fider itincompariibn with his prjsdeodT-^ 
ibrsy he has outdone them all^ and is 
one, perhaps the chiefs of thdfe few {e« 
left Englifh witters, who have exceed in 
elegance and prq>riety of language. 

Lord Bacon is the firft author, who 
has attempted any Ayk that can be re* 
llfhable to the prefent age^ for I mufl 
own to you, Aat I think Swift, and 
his contemporaries, have brought our lan« 
guage to the vtmqtt degree of perfection, 
without the help of a LoNGiNvis, a 
QuiNTitiAN, or even of a di^itmary,or 
a grammar. Lord Bacon has wntten 
with an infinite fond of knowledge: 

«yery 
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every fcimce that lie treats upon, is di£- 
cuSkd by him with the greateft learning 
and dignity, and he ihewshimfelf at once 
a philofopher, an faiftoiian, a politician, 
and a dWiae : but his dialed): (for that 
d^nands ourprefentattention) isquibblmg 
and pedantic j and never mo» fo than 
ivheh he condeCcends to flatt^^ his royal 
matter, and the ndnioas of that court 

Coniider the prolaical works of Mi2> 
TONj you will find them more nervous 
than degant ; mare diftinguiihbd by the 
ftrength of reaibn, than by the rules <^' 
rhetoric; hisdifticnishaiih, his periods 
tedious ; aiKi, when he becomes a profe^ 
wiiter, IJie majefty, that attends his po« 
ctry, vaniflies, and is entirely loft : yet, 
with idl his faults, and exclufive of Ha 
character as a poet, he muft ever rem^ 
the only learned author of that taftelefs 
age in which he fiouriihed : and it is pfo^ 
bable, that his great attention to tl^ La-- 
^ language mishit have rendered him 

Ie6 
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lets corrcft, than he othcrwifc would have 
been, in Ids native tongue. > 

Harrington has his iadmirers,hemay 
poflibly have his merits, but ihsyfaw ntsft 
in his ftyle. A later writer, of the fanio 
republican principles, has far excelled 
him; I mean, Algernon Sydney, whoief 
difcoiirfes concerning government are ad- 
mirably written, and contain great ;lnfto-i 
rical knowledge, and aranarkable pro- 
priety of diftionj fo that his name, in my 
opinion, o^ight to be much higher efta- 
bliihed in the temple. of literature, than I 
have hitherto found it placed. 
. Lord Clarendon is an hiftorian, 
whofe dignity of expreffion has juftiy^ 
ipven him the preference to any of our 
biographical authors. But his periods 
arc the periods of a mile. His parenthefes 
embarrafs the fenfe of his narration; and 
certain inaccuracies appearing through- 
out his works, are delivered with a for- 
mality that renders them ftill more con- . 

^ifuous. 
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*' Among oiir Englifli writers, few m«i 
have gained a greater charafter for ele-^ 
gtoce and corre£hiefs, than Sprat, Bir 
Ihip of Rochejlerj and few men have de- 
Terved it lefs. When I have read his 
works, I have al^s^ays wondered front 
whence fucji a piece of good fortune 
might have arifen, and could only attri-* 
bute it to Mr. Cowley, who, in a very 
deEcate copy of verfes, has celebrated his 
friend Dr. Sprat for eloquence, wit, and 
a certsun candid Jiyky which the poet 
compares tp the river ^ames^ gliding 
with an even current, and difplayiiig the 
moil: beautiful appearances of nature* 
Poets and painters have their favourites, 
whom they tranfmit to pofterity in what 
colours and attitudes they pleafe : but I 
ammiftaken,if, upon a review of Sprat's 
works, his language will not fooner give 
you an idea of one of the infignificant 
tottering boats upon the Tbamesy than of 
the finqoth noble current of the river it- 
felf. 

Sit 
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Sir William Tsmpl.b is an eafyt 
cud'e&t inconreft writer, ekgandy ne« 
{^gent, pofitdy kaxned, and cntgagingly 

fatni^tar - 

Thus, my dear Ham, I hare curforily 
mentioned fixne ci the br^gjbleft kia& oi 
fya» amcmg our Eni^iih autfaon, (»)ly to 
jKMnt out to you the preferenee due to 
Dr. Swift ; but he is not entitled alone 
to the dyite .garland : he has had his co* 
adjutors in the vi£h>ry. The triuniTicatef 
to whom we owe an degance and pro* 
priety unknown to our forefatibers, are 
Swift, Aodisom, and Bolinqbroke. 
At the fight of fiidi namra, no dii|>ut9 
can arife in, preferring the EngUih mo- 
dems tD the Bngliih antients. The pre* 
lent century, and indec^ aU future g@ne« 
rations may be congratid^ted Vftm the ac« 
quifition <^ three fuch TDisa. 

But to return more ddely .to Swift* 
He has perfe£tiy ftudied the drama of 
human life, and particularly ihe ten* 
dency and irregularities of its different 

cha- 
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charaftcrs. He has chofen, (as- I dare 
fay I have mentioned in former letters) 
to recommend virtue, by reprefenting vice 
in a difagreeablc and ridiculous light. 
As- his temper vras naturally fuH of acri- 
mony, a certain innate feverity runs 
throughout all his letters. You vnSl find 
him, in Ae advice, which he offers to 
his fdends, and in the general account 
which he gives of his own conduft, too 
dofe an occonomift. This parfimony pro- 
ceeded firom a defire of being independ- 
ttit: and fince that v^ras the caufe, he wiB 
be forgiven, or, at leaft, cxcufed byaH 
honeft men. 

Mr. Pope has different talents from 
hi^ friend Swift : his ima^nalion was 
fine and ddficate: his fancy was ever on 
the wing. In his earlier time of life, his 
way of thinking was <fiffiifive, and con-- 
Icquently his judgement was unconfined. 
As that judgement ripened with years, 
he fhcwcd the full flxength of it in his 
Efific Epfjiks, and his BJfay m Man. 

There 
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«i REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
There the poet has almoft yielded to the 
philofopher; and his moral fyftem has 
charmed more by the force of truth and 
reafon, than even by the numbers with 
which he adorned it^ 

I caimot avoid thinking, that, in this 
particular bi-anch of learning, Mr. Pope 
owed the exertion of his talents to ^Lord 
BoLiNGBROKE, who had ftudiedthe pro- 
cedure, and limits of the human imder- 
ftanding, as exactly as. Swift had confi- 
dered the irregularities of the pailions in 
different chara£lers of the human fpecies. 
Lord BoLiNGBROKE had early made him- 
felf mafter of books and men : but, in 
his firft career of life, being immerfed at 
once in buiinefs and pleafure, he ran 
diorough a variety of fcenes iii a furpriC- 
ing and eccentric manner. Wheri his 
pafQons flibfided by years and difappoint- 
ments, and when he improved his rati- 
onal faculties by more grave ftudies and 
reflexion, he (hone out in his retirement 
with a luftoe peculiar to himfelfs though 

not 
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AND WRITINGS OF t>R. SWIFT. 243 

hot feen by vulgar eyes. The gay ftatef* 
man was changed mto a philofopher e(][uai 
to . any of the fages of antiquity. The 
wifdom of Socrates, the dignity and 
cafe of Pliny, and the wit of Horace^ 
appeared in all his writings and conver*- 
fation» V 

But my letter is growing to an intolc* 
rable length. It is timeto finifh it ; and 
bdieve me, Hamilton, were my letters 
to fin reams of paper, they would be 
written only witii a view of repeating the 
^6tates of my heart, which, in its laft 
beating moments, will throb towards you, 
and thoft other dear obje£ts, to whom I 

am 

Aa affeSlionate Father 

ORRERY, 
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L E T T E R XX. 

I Have been reading this momifig a 
long letter ham Dr. Swift to Mr« 
Pope, dated at Dublitiy January io> 1721% 
and I haire be^i coofined t» % greater 
flnre of att»nitkMi» as k laema to fomilh 
more mateiiaJfi of his life and priiidpks^ 
than any otbcr of his ^iftolar^ wrk^gs. 
The letter bieathes an akxtf finoerity axKl 
fboedoin, and is addiicflM to a particiilar 
Iricnd) at a time wlien iSm views jof aim* 
bitioii woe at aa end. It may liiere* 
fore be confidered as a confcffion oi one 
departing from this world, who is dcfir- 
ous only to vindicate his own chara6ter, 
and is anxious^ that his afhes may reft in 
peace. 

It was written immediately after the 
arbitrary conduft of a judge in Ireland, 
who endeavoured to deftroy the freedom 

•Volume VII. Pago 12. 

of 
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6^ ^ira, and dbnie^umtly the very ef j- 
fence of liiat liberty and fefety, whick 
we have a liglkt: to |)oflefs hy, the confti^ 
bit9on of our ftotc. Sw^I^t very ^esir- 
roulty dgo^kiGk Mnfdf avtrfe toidl Tigor^ 
(Mis^ocee^ng^sagainftperfimfi fi^£bd 
of proHeAttttical guilt. « BylfkchftyiH 
** ^^^Vm, fays he, agatthlefi Qpen f$ 
^^ th wbok trUeafinforiners^ the inoft ac^ 
« cu^, pra^t$a&, and dbandmei ^acetbat 
^^ Q6d iwr fertdtttd to plague wanbind^^ 
t7p<mtM6fidD|e6l I caimot avoid iteol^ 
jte^b^ ibim particular^ from ti bool^ 
Whidi has ktely giveh me gi^t de]%ht 
Md inflni6tion^ ahd xvhich I ree6n!imend 
v^ tK^rmiy to your peruiM. I measi 
ui^rit 'des Loix. The atithortrf Aat 
feook^ MowsiEtik DE MoNTEsiitjittr ob- 
(esrvts^ « that inforaicrs haVebeen chiefly 
'* ^couiraged uttder the moft tyrannical 
" gov«iimem3. la the reign of TiiE^. 
" Rius triumphial ornaments v^e eon- 
^ fertiBd upon them, and ftatues eircfted 
** to t&eir honour. In tlie reign of Nero-, 
R 2 " upon 
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«26 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

** Vpon the difcovery and punifhment of 
*' a prctjendcd confpiracy, triumphal, dig- 
'Vnities were allotted to Turpili an us, 
** CocceiusNerva, andTiGiLLiNus." 
In another part of his book, the Baron 
DE Montesquieu takes notice, " that 
" in ^urkey^ where little regard is fhewn 
•• to the honour, lives, or. eftates of 
^* the fubjeft, all caufes arc determined 
'•* by the prefiding Bafliaw : and- in 
" Romcy the judges had no more to do 
" than to declare, that the perfon accufcd 
." was guilty of a particular crime, and 
" then the punifhment was found in 
" the laws." From thefe, and other 
examples of arbitrary government^ this 
elegant author takes a particular plcafure 
in diftinguifhing, and admiring the civil 
conftitution of Englandy where, he fays, 
" the jury determine, whether the faft, 
brought under their cognizance, be 
proved or not; if it be proved, the 
judge pronounces the punifhment in- 
fii^ed by the law for fuch a particular 

faft: 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 227 . 
*' fa£i: andfor this, adds the Baron, 
** he need only open his eyes." But if 
Monsieur DE Montesquieu had read 
Swiff's letter, or indeed had recoUefted 
many notorious fafts of our hiftory, he 
mufthave obferved, that the judges have 
been often deaf to the repeated voice of 
th^ jury, and have not only fliut their \ 
eyes againft our excellent laws, but have 
afliimed, " that terrible and menacing 
^^ air, which Commodus ordered to be 
" given to his ftatues." 

The method of trials by juries is ge-f 
nerally looked upon as one of the moft 
excellent branches of our conftitutiop. 
In theory it certainly appears in that . 
light. According to the original efta- 
Uifhment, the jurors are to be men of 
competent fortunes in the neighbour- 
hood : and are to be fo avowedly indif- 
ferent between the parties concerned, that 
no reafonable, exception can be made 
to them on either fide. In treafon the 
perfon accufed has a right. to challenge 

R 3 five 



Digitized 



by Google 



1^8 RBMAWCS ON TSE fcWR 
five^ and thiiity^ an4' in kbajj twoBty^ 
without fhevu^g caufe of qhaHengs; N)o- 
thing can be mpie equitaUck 1^ {wi*. 
foner can define a fairer fi^lcL But ^ 
misfortune is^ that our jbims. am* qftoL 
compo^ of men of mean eftates^ and 
I&w nndeiAandings ; and many diffiook 
, points of law are brought be£o]p« ti^em^ 
^d futmii^ed to their verdi£i; wkeit 
perhaps ^ey are not capable of deter^ 
Huning) properly and judicioufly^ fiich 
nice matters of juftice, althotii^ the 
ju^es of thQ court explain the nature of 
die cafe, and the law which, arifes upoa 
k. But, if they are not defedbe^ m 
knowledge^ ^ey ape ibmetimes^ i &at, 
from thnr ftation and indigence^ Uisd^le 
to-coiTuption. This ind^edi is an. object 
tion more to the privilege lodged witb 
juries> than tothe initttutioni^itlelf. The 
points nioft liable to obje£lion) ^ the 
power, which any pne, or more <^ the 
twelve) have to ftarve the* reft into a 
compliance with thcdr ojmimyiptt^ 

the 
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ifee vi»idlft may pQ^^ty be gLven by 
ftrength of conftitul9K>n> net by eonvk- 
tioft€»f c^a^nsnce: <<i»f</ wretcbe* hang 
*^ that jw^mm may dine: ' iHl this by the 
^. Mow let f» rettMm to 8 w i » t's letted 

liiKfl iffiisidft svictientry (^^layedhis h»- 
BUXtaUn dttSaekmenf io Ireland. Such s 
kihd ef pa>&ki^fiii i&tti^ have proeeeded ' 
hoA a- tra* love ef fijdorty ; for he hated 
m^^yxsB^ and de^Ifed Bsoft oi? the men 
4i p»»pd^ dnd^ ppwo* in^at kingdont; 
he oix^ ^m HO' 6bIig^on9j aivet whSii! 
by l^^trndngshd'tiftbouiied to- make theit 
pofiericy h^py, he i&fctdc from themfelvei 
aa iovGfoatary, ' birf univeF^ appl!ati!fe; 
Kl8ediiid'H^was>fi>Hnifcn>m- and' coniflanl 
vt» ^^ Q:m& ^ Irelan^y that he not only 
gained, die p!KHl&> but- the confidence d 
lihae T<4l^ nation, who are 2t pe(^e- fel- 
dttm, tf evieF, inclined tt*- fhidy and pur- 
iEbe-&ei2'0«m mter^,- and- who are af- 
wayB^iOee^gly apt to fo(^6t jmy atf- 
K 4 vkcf 
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a30 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 

vice that is contrary* or m defiance to a 

minifterial direftiQn* 

Swift's principles of government 
fccm to have been founded upon that 
excellent maxim, Saks populi fuprema e^ 
lex. He begins by clearing himfelf from 
J^cpbitifin. He fpeak§of th? revolution 
95 a neceiTary but dangerous «xpedientj| 
which has fmce be^n attended with nn^ 
a^voidable b^d copfequenc^. He declares 
his mortal ^tipathy to ftanding armies 
in time of peace, Jle adores the wifdom 
qf that inftitution which rendgred our 
" parliaments annual, He prefers the land-^ 
ed to the mpnied interefl, and exprelles 
a noble abhorrence tp Hie fulpenfion of 
thofe laws, upon which the liberty of the 
fubje^t depends. When thefe articles of 
his political tenets are examined, they will 
leave no room for any one particular party 
to affume the honour qf having had him 
in their alliance, He was; neither Whig 
nor Tory, neither Jacobite nor Republi-^ 
i:^,, Jle was Daqxpii Swift. 

Hia 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 231 
' His judgement, in Edation to the vifi- 
ble decay of literature and good fenfe, is 
perfcftly juft. He attributes this natio- 
nal calamity to the prevailing luxury of 
the times, which he inftances in the en- 
couragement of faftions, and of fcveral 
public diverfions, all tending to the en- 
creafe of folly, ignorance, and vice. His 
fentiments are delivered more with the 
sur of a philolbpher than of a divine : 
and the conclufion of the letter is fo pro- 
per, and fo excellent a defence of his own 
mapner of ailing and Ainking, that, in 
regard to his memory, I muft be at the 
trouble of tranfcribing it. 

I. ' ^ 

- " * All I can reafonably hope for^ fiiyt 
*' Swift, by this letter^ is to convince my 
" friends and others^ "who are-pkajed to vnjb 
" me welly that I have neither heenfo ill a 
** f^j^^y norfoftupid an. author ^ as I have 
^* been reprefinted by the virulence oflibeU 
^* UrSy r where malice hath taken the fame 

» VoL VII. Page 26. 

*' train 
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^ REMARKS OH THE LIFE; 
^^[ tram miotby^^fatberk^ dangerous ffin^ 
*' cij^ in gavernment upon me^ wbi^hlni^ 
<< 'ow maintained^ and injipid produHkm^ 
^ iffbicb lam not capabk of writing. For, 
*l bowewr I may ba^e been, fotl^ered by f^^ 
'< fimai rU treatment^ or by melanebofy pro^ 
^K^eBsfor tberpuhli^^ I am too mucba po» 
'< titician toexpofe my ownfafety by ^9^e 
words, I and^ if my genimand^rit be 
fiink by en/cveajmg yfiar^y Ibave atleafit 
enot^b dipretioft kfi^ not to^mfiake^e^ 
medfun of my owj^ abiiities^ by attempt^ 
'^ ingjidje^ where tbofe tahnts are nece/^ 
V faryj wkicb- perbapx I may banie lofi with 
[' my youtbr 

I have diofen out this particular letter, 
9fr0|ieof tfaamolk ferioua^ and'beftper- 
iovaaxu:/^ that he has ^v^ us in/ the 
<gpiftQlai*3pway. But, i£ I am to dedaie 
W <^uuoKi oif the whote coUe^tioa iii^the 
ibMnth volume^ I evm t^ you^. it has 
not anf\wtiod my expeftaticm. The in^ 
463C' at tht hegintiing will make you hope 
for great treafuixai fram the illuftrious 

names 
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i^T^e^t^a^ ace. t]i«(e inlected : but, ia 
y£»>): ]pE^, yQu \will ioarce find aa; 
Tpmsvk^ iofti;v»^e» of moralityy. or 
c^^H. th«( c<wmoQi reaCookig^ ani ce:^ 
^)(9iB9iits,^^ mi^t naturally; vnik fromk 
fprh^h ^ Qh^ of men, m the ocdinary^ 
cimmt i^thffnf th/QW^tts, What is mom 
fp^rUmg;. ^souiwill; felclom. di&over any; 
^fis» ftrsdj^e^ Qf Ai<^> or M^ inftanta^ 
Qfel^ifr fa}Ue9 €t{ vivacity, I have oftw 

<* 'BUfiie-a kfttTi^l nepigr kan. upon m^ eJh 
« ^Wfii tUtiT.hfiwJui/hedit:' By wttiql^ 
QSpr^^livm hft- y^^fuit^ that he neve^ iluK 
4if^ f^f pajF^^r phj:a|bs, or poll6ie4 
|(il«[|^pht9 : )^> lettisqs therefore are tlu; 
t]9]$r n$ps«M£4Jiq9s of hi».nuad. The^f 
am: ^'^S^mi QIV the wa4^th of his ^tSA-^ 
ont4. and wh«9i» t^ey ar«^ cotiiidiSFed i^ th^ 
li|^ of ]ki»^f$ and fincerity;, tibey i]f> 
luftrate his charafter to a very high de- 
gree. Throughout hi; various oorre- 
Ipondence you will., difcover very ftrong 
IMrks-of an, aimouS). beaw<^eBtfti«ad : 

an^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



434 REMARKS ON THE LIFE 
and, to my great pleafure, I find the* 
mifanthropc often loft in Ae good-na- 
tured man. Read his letters to Mr. Gay, 
and you will be of my fentinlent ; read 
thofe to Dr. Sheridan, in the eighth 
volumes and you will be fardiCT con- 
firmed in that opinion; we may com- 
pound Aerefore to lofe fatir and raillery, 
when we gain humanity and tendemefe 
in their fteadi yet, even in fom^ of his 
higheft fcenes of benevolence, his expref- 
fions are delivered in fuch a manner, as^ 
to feem rather the effefts of haughtinefe 
than of good-nature: but you muft ne- 
ver look upon him as a traveller in the 
common road. He muft. • be vievvfed 
by a camera objcura that turns att ob- 
jefts the contrary way. When he ap- 
pears moft angry, he is moft pleafed ^; 
when moft humble, he is moft afluming*. 



^ Beginning at page 384. 
See bis letters to Gat; ^d to the Putchtfs of 

, QUEENSBOROUGH, in Vol. VII. 

^ See his letter to Lord Palm&kston> YoK VIII. page 
373. 

Such 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr- SVftFT. 23$ 
Such was the man, and in fuch variegated 
colours muft he be pdnted. 

The letters from Lord Bolingbrokb, 
which are inferted in this collections are 
written widi an elegance and politenefs 
that diitinguifh them from all the reft. 
We fee they were not intended for the 
prefs; but how valuable are the moil care- 
lefs ftrokes of fuch a pen ? 

Gay's letters have nothing in them 
ftrikingor reconunendatory. His fenti- 
ments are thofe of an honeft, indolent^ 
good-natured man. He loved Swift to 
a degree of veneration ; and the friend- 
ihip was returned vnth great fincerity. 
Swift writes to him in the fame ftrain 
as he would have written to a fon : and 
feems to diftinguifh him as the corre- 
fpondent to whom he has not the leaft 
grain of referve. In the feveral accounts 
which he gives of his fituation at Dublin^ 
and the idle manner of his paffing his 
time there, he writes fometimes in an 
jronical, and fometimes in a contrary 

ftyle. 



'Digitized by LjOOQIC 



ttj/llt, But, iii one «f 4n» kxtm^ daiA 
Juguji 28, 1 75 1 •, 1«B ttllfc tJAir, •« ^Aat 
«< the moft «muft tr^e^ of ^ fetiher 
•< ^viidngs are l^etts ^lido£>^ct^ ia<k 
X cubratidn^, ki toifiparilbiito wifldt lift 
« now 1wdie& bMtiSM aboiAj" IGAd Idft 
tofickrftve wi«is ai«> <* -Asthi^fofiii may 
«' Me day fit.** 6y thid ^if« KHiaiit^fBi 
vorUfify what Otiiir mm bf i^ v^ d»d 
moit dif^retion would laff^u&y bkve 
concealed, he h^ plMtd bkt^fM bp&k «» 
the oenfure of hk enensM) add b^oiijd 
the reach of &ny defence fromlu) ftkadiv 
He has not only tommiHSd td ^ jptttft 
a moft defpkabk hta|> Of wridltg^, l^t 
has puMidy recotded die IdWtft aisiofe^ 
ttients of hii piivate fteMft of Itfe, i^^th" 
out having onCe fuTpeSted) ^t ||perfi»i6» 
whofe ftations, or abtUtMi^, have feted 
them inaconfpicuoi^ attitude, are Iodis- 
ed upon by the reft of tnanMnd vvi^ & 
very critical, and a very tnvious tye. 
Augustus, as I remember^ was a littie 

• Vol. VII. Letter LIII. page 185. 
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AND WRIUNQSOF Dr. SWIFT, t^f 
sAisaeai tote djibovered at a gameof col>* 
nuts: andevm DoMiTiAM was-cummig 
enough to withdraw Into his ckffet to 
catch fties. Great minds, you w3]l Iky, 
reqiike to be <rfiten unbent. I i3kr» it ; 
but dipfe relaxations imght be cfeofcn, 
(b as to make idiene^ aj^esH: in a foeauti- 
fal Uglit} «nd Swift would hare |br- 
fcked a Idfs degree of fiune by pte^ng 
many years at pafli^pin, (the itcords rf 
wMch ^ c<Kdd not have printed,) item 
by c^npofmg various tends of ncnfenfe, 
wMtdi, by l»s own c^on, have been ^ 
nomed with a plaoe in Us works. 

I ihould have been flKich pkafed in 
finding fomc of I>r. ARBrrHKOT-s let- 
ters iffiiong . this coSeeiian. AWiough 
he was Juffly odebrated for wit md 
teaming, there was an exceUence in his 
charaf^ more amiable than sSl his dt^tiet 
qEoalifications : I mean the exccflence of 
lus heart. He I»is ihewed him^f eq[aalt& 
any of his contemporaries ati humoHr and 
vivacity: and he was fuperior to moft 

men 
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%ii REMARKS ON THE UM 
men in • afts of humanity and benevo*^ 
knee : his very farcafms are the fatiii* 
cal ftrokes of good^nature ; they are like 
flaps of the face given in jeft, the effects 
of which may raife bluflies, bnt no 
blacknefs will appear after the blows* 
He laughs as jovially as an att^idant 
upon Bacchus^ but continues as fobet 
andconfiderate as adifciple of Socrates. 
He is feldom ferious^ except in his at- 
tacks upon vice, and then his ipirit rifes 
with a manly ftrength, and a noble in-* 
dignation. His epitaph upon Chart res% 
(allowing one fmall alteration, the word 
permitted^ inftead of connived at) is a 
compleat, and a maflerly compofition in 
its kind. No man exceeded him in 
the moral duties of life: a merit ftiU 
more to his honour, as the ambitious 
powers of wit and genius are feldom fub- 
iniflive enough to confine themfelvcs wth- 
in the limitations of morality. In his let- 

• See PoPB'a Works^ by Warburton, Vol. III. 
pag^ 219. 
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ANi) Writings OF Dr. switiT, t^^ 

i&T to Mr. Pope', writteni as it* were; 
Upon his death^bed, he dlfcoVers itidtk i 
idoble fortitude of mind at the approach 
of his diiTolution, as codd be inipired 
only by a dear confdenCe, and the cahn 
retit>ii)ea of an uninterrupted feries ol 
virtue. Tile Dean ^ lamciits the lofs of 
him with a pathetic fincerityj « Hie death 
** of Mr. GaV and the DocroR « (fay» 
** he to Mr. Pope) have been terrible 
** wounds neaf n^ heart. *their living 
** noouhd have been a great comfort to met 
** although IJhould never have feen theni t 
«* liki dfum of morn^ in a banky front 
** wUcblJhouldriceiveat leaf annual in-" 
** terefty as I do from youy and have done 
*^ from Lord Bolingbroke." I have 
chofen this laft quotation, not more in 
honour of Swift's tendemefs and af- 
fection to thofe whom he efteemcd, thaift 

■ See again Pops by WAKBVaTOH, Voh VIII. Letttt 
XLVn. 

* Swift's Worki, Vol. VII. Letter LXX. 
5 Arbvtbnot. 
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Ht . REMARKS PN THE I.IFB 
with a <lQ%n oi: fpecifyu^g tp you j^ 
fii)c a ffroppc of friends % as h;ave ap< 
pear«d fincetheAugufts^^ age. As their 
)^en were not intended for thp piTiblic^ 
perhaps I was unrenioiitable ii^ loolpog 
for ipedals, an4 not l>^g qoQt;e^^ with 
the conmicm currei^ {pcids;$. In our 
prejudices of fayow or averfu?« we ^re 
fpt to be.4^oived by pamei: .»pr can 
If. be doubted, that fiK^h writers might huve 
furiiilhed u§ with familiar lettpTiS, very 
^erent frcun thoie, whieh h^v^ been 
^oUe£l:^ in this ieventh voitime* They 
md filled indeed (efpeciaHy in the corxe^ 
ipondencs between Sw|ft ax\d Popb) 
with the ftroQgeft expr^ons of mutual 
tfteep^i bvt thde e^^prefiions are re^ 
peated too often, When firiendlhijp has 
iiibfifted fp long, that tiijie cannot en- 
we?ife, Jior words improve it^ the com* 
merce of afFe6fion between friends ought 



*Lord BoLiNGBROKE, SwiFT^ PoPE, Arbvthnot, 

Gay. — - 



to 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 1141 
to be earned on in ^ ftyle that neither 
(inks below politisnefst nor rifes into 
forced compUments* I cannot avoid ob« 
ferving the epiftdary concifenefs that waJ 
in faihi(»i among th^ antients, efpecially 
their conclufive fentences, [w/?. Or again^ 
Si vakas btni eft^ vako:'] which I own 
feems prcferaUe to our method of ]oad*« 
ing every letter with comf^mehts^ noe 
only to wives and children^ but to un^i 
cles> aimts^ , and coufins : and of confer 
quence, every rdadon, that is not parti-* 
cularly named, is particularly afitonted^. 
It will appeiar too minute a crkicifin ^ 
affirm, that the Englifh language is not 
well adapted for epiftolary writings : be 
that as it may> it is certainly inferior to 
the French, which engages, and perhapa 
improves us by a fuccdfive flow df phrafei 
that are ^ecidiar to &at nation. Ma^ 
DAME nE $sviGNB has filled four vow 
lumes of letters, all addrcfled to ha 
daughter; lliey contain nothing, except 
8 2 .dif- 
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»2 REMARK:s ON THE LIFE * 
different fcenes of maternal- fondnefk; 
yet, like a claflic, the oftencr they Ire 
read, the more they arc relifhed. Mon- 
sieur D£ P£LissoN has pubUfhcd three 
volumes of letters, which he calls Lettres 
Wjieriquesj^ and which are little elfe than 
materials for a gazette : they inform us 
at what time the grand Monarque arofe ; 
when he went to bed j at what hour he 
dined ; and what he fald while he was at 
fupper i yet all thefe trifles are told in fo 
agreeable a manner, and appear fo natu- 
ral and eafy/ that I can fcarce think the 
Ikillof Ovid greater, who, in his Fajti^ 
has turned the Roman Calendar iiito ele^ 
gant poetry, and lias verfified a fet of old 
AlmanacsJ I need not mention Voiture^ 
or Balzac, and perhaps it was wrong to 
turn afide into the Roman and the French 
territories, when I ought to have con- 
fined myfelf to the Britifli iflands ; but I 
love to wander about with you, and in 
writing as in walking, to peep into every 

comer 
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comer that may afford us matter of en- 
tertainment. 

I amy my dear Hamilton, 

Tour ever offeElionate Father 

ORRERY 

P. S. At the latter end of the feventh 
volume is a pamphlet written in the year 
17 14. It is entitled, Free Ttboughts upc^ 
the prefent State of Affairs: When you 
have read it, digifo compefce labellum. , _ 

IB^SHSHB S8KBH8H8fi?fiK8K8K8K8KSH88H8f8H M HBWH8KflHB9^ 

LETTER XXL 

My dear Hamilton, 

IT is fcartfe poffible to know in what 
manner to comment upon the laft 
volume of the Dean's works. A general 
confufion and diforder runs throughout 
the whole 3 and one of the firft pieees, 

S3 i^- 
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is, whdt ought to have been the hStf Dr. 
Swift's IFill: which, like all his other 
writings, is drawn up ill his own pecu- 
liar manner.^ Even in fo ferious a com- 
pofition he cannot help indulging him- 
felf, in leaving legacies that carry with 
them an air of raillery and jeft. He dif- 
poies of his three hats (his beft, his fe- 
cond beft, and his third beft* beaver) 
with an ironical iblemnity, that renders 
the bequefts ricUculous. He bequeaths 
to Mr. John Grattan a Jiher box^ 
to keep in it the tobacco nvbicb the /aid 
John ufually chewed^ called pigtail.'' 
But, his legacy to Mr. Robert Grat- 
TAN is ftiU more extraordinary. " Item 
I bequeath to the Reverend Mr. Robert 
Grattan, Prebendary of St. AudeonV, 
myjlrong box^ on condition ofhii giving 
•* the file ufe of the faid box to bis brother ^ 
'* Dr. James Grattan, during the life 
" of the faid DoSfor^ who hath more oc- 
** cajtonfor it J' Thefe are fo many laft 
imprelSpijs of his turn and way of 

think- 



er 



cc 



Digitized 



by Google 



AN& WidTOlGS OF Dn. SWlfer. 24S 
tiAtikmg I knd t dare fay, the perfons 
thm didkt^ihdd look upon thefe in- 
fbrtWis asf dffe^H>nate memorials of his 
Me^kdfiup, and as tokens of the jocofe 
x&^ttmer, in which he had treated them 
during his life time. 

His monunenta! infcription, written 
by Mmlblf » and inierted at the beginmng 
cf hh tFitty may confirm to you the ob-^ 
fervatfon which Imade in a former letter, 
that he was not an elegant writer of La- 
tin. An hadher epitaph has fddom been 
compofed. It is fcarce intelligible, and 
if infedfigifele^ is a proof how difficult a 
taft it is, even for the greateft genius, 
to draw his own charafter, or to repre- 
fent himfdf and his^ adtions in a proper 
manner* to pofterity. 

I am now drawing towards the laft 
Ifeenc of his life. The total deprivation 
rf his fenfcs came upon him' by degrees. 
in the year 1736, J remember him feizcd 
with a violent fit of giddincfs. He was 
at that time writing a fatirical poem, 

S 4 ' called 
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called the Legion Clubi but he found the 
effects of his ^ddinefs {o dreadful/ that 
he left the poem unfiniihed i, and: never 
afterwards attempted a compofition of 
any length eidier in verfe or profcr 
However, his converfation ftill remained, 
the fame ; lively and fevere ; but his me- 
mory gi^ually grew worfe and w:ode : 
and as that decreafed and was impaired^, 
he appeared every day more fretful and 
impatient. From the year thirty nine to 
^e latter end of the year forty rnie^ his 
friends foimd his paAions fo violent and 
ungovernable, his memory fo decayed^ 
and his reafon fo depraved, that . they 
tpok the utmoft precautions to keep. all 
ftrangers from approaching him: for, 
till then, he had not appeared tot^y inca- 
pable of converfation : but Wlty. ^ t^^ 
ytzx forty twoy the fmall remains of his 
iinderftanding became entirely confiifed, 
^nd the violence of his rage encreaftd 
abfolutely to a degree of madnefs. In 
thig miferable ft^t? he feemed to be ap^ 
^ ^ pointed 
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pointed as the firft proper inhabitant for 
hisovmho^pitd:. efpecially as from an 
outragious lunatic, he. funk afterwards 
into a quiet, fpeechlefs idiot; and di'ag-* 
ged out the remainder of his life in 
that hdpleis fituation. He died towards 
the Ifttta: end of OSlober 1745. The 
manner of his dea& was eafy, with-* 
out the leaft pang or convulfion. Bven 
the rattling in his throat was fcarce fuffi-* 
cient to give any alarm to his attendants, 
till within fome very little time before he 
expired. A man in full pofleilion of his 
reafon would have wifhed for fuch a 
kind of diflblution ; but Swift was to- 
tally in&niible of happinefs or pain : : he 
had not even the power or expr^ffion of 
» child, appearing, for fome years before 
his deatl), referved only as an example to 
mortify human pride, and to reverfe diat 
fine defcription of human nature, wjhich 
is given us by Shakespeare in an inimi- 
table manner : ; « Wbatya piece ofmoork is 
y man! bow noble in reafin ! bow infinite 
I '' in 
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" in faculty! inform andmovingt hm «- 
^' pf'^fi ^^^ admirable ! in aSion^ bow like 
^ an angel! in apprebenfiony bow like a 
« god! tbe beauty ofKbe nvorldy the farogopi 
«* of animals*' Thus poets paint ; bat 
how vain and periihaUe is the picture ! 
The fmalkft thundo-bolt from heaven 
blails it in a moment^ and every tirnft is^ 
fo effefhialiy obliterated, that fcarce the 
outlines of the %ure remaim 

Swift, as I have hinted in a former 
letter % certainly forefaw las fate<. Hiss 
frequent attacks of giddinefe, amd his tOA^ 
nifeft defed: of memory gave room f&t 
filch appreheniions. I have often heard 
him lament the ftate of childhood, and 
idiocifm, to which ibme of the greateft 
xatta of this nation were reduced before 
their deatk He mendoned, as examjdes 
within his own time, the Duke(^MARi^ 
yoRoVGH, and Lord Some rs: and whea 
he dted thefe melanchdty inftances, it 
was always wkh a heavy figh, and wkh 

• Sec Letter VI. 
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geftures that (hewed great uneafinefs, as 
if he felt an impulfe of what was to hap* 
pen to him before he died. 

Unlefs I am miiinformed, he died 
worth about twelve thoufand pounds, 
incluiive of. the fpecific legacies menti- 
oned in his will, and which may be com-- 
puted at the fum c£ twelve hundred 
poimds : fo that the remainder, near ele« 
ven thoufand pounds, is entirely applica^ 
ble to the ho^ital for idiots and lunatics : 
a charitable foundation, particularly be« 
nefidal in thefe kingdoms, where the epi* 
demic diftemper of lunacy is fo preva«» 
lent, that it will conftantly fumifh the 
largeft building "with a ibfEcient number 
of inhabitants. 

Lunacy may in general be confidered 
M ariiing from a depraved imagination ; 
and muft therefore be originally owing to 
a fault in the body, or the mind. We fee 
inftances every day, whereas, in fevers, all 
the powers of fenfe and reafon are utterly 
overturned by a raging madnefs j this 

frenzy 



Digitized 



by Google 



%S0 REMARKS ON THE UFE ' 

finenzy conquers, or is conquered foon i 
but, from more (low and chronical caufes, 
fuch obflrudtiohs may be formed, as 
gradually to produce various degrees of 
this diibrder, and to remain invincible to 
the very laft moments of life. Nothing 
more ftrongly difpofes the mind to this^ 
depraved ftate than too fixed an atten- 
tion to any particular objeft. Mr. 
Locke, if my memory does not deceive 
me, defines madnels as arifing from ibme 
particular idea, or fet of ideas, that make 
fo ftrong an imprcffion upon the mind 
as to banifh all others : and the perfons 
affected are chearful, or melanchoUy, 
well-tempered, or fierce, according as the 
objefts and ideas of their minds are dif- 
ferent. From hence it is evident, that 
we ought to confider the ftrength of the 
mind even in the purfuit of know- 
ledge , and often to vary our ideas 
by exercife and amufements; conftantly 
fixing a ftrift guard againfl any paffion, 
that may be prevalent in too high a de- 
gree. 
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gree, or may acquire an habitual ftrehgth 
and dominion over us. Paflions are the 
gales of life ; and it is our part to take 
care, that they do not rife into a tempel^. 
Love, vdth all its charms, muft be re-' 
flrained within proper bounds, otherwiie 
it will torture that breail which it was 
formed to delight. Love contains with- 
in itfelf a variety of other paflions, and 
lays fuch a foundation of madnefs in the 
mind, that the frenzy, in this particular 
cafe, never fsdls to appear in its full force, 
and to d^play itfelf in all its ftrength of 
horror- 
Religion, which alone can make the 
mind happy, and is our fureft and beft 
defence againft the paflions, if confider- 
ed in a wrong and melancholy view, has 
often perverted the feat of reafon, and 
given more inhabitants to Bedlam than 
any other cau&r ~ A religious lunatic is 
miferable, even to the deepeil tortures of 
defpain 

The 
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The mifer» whom I muft always rank 
WDOong madmen, heaps up gold wkh an 
anxiety that affe£ts his kxdcs, his appe-* 
tifi^ and his deep. The wretch dreads 
poverty in- the center of j&nty 5 and 
ftarves, only becaufe he dares nottafte 
thofe fruits which appear moft agreeable 
to his defires. 

In fome other fpecies <^ madnefs^ the 
perfcHis afFe6ted are really more happy 
than in their foiies, and it is almofl: a 
crime to banifli the agreeaUe delufion* 
You remember the caSt of the citizen of 
jirgosy who, after a falutiferous doie of 
hellebore, cried out» 

P(d me cccidiftis^ amtci^ 
Nm fervors (ait) cuijic epctorta vduptas^ 
Et detritus per vim mentis gratijimus error. 

Such agdn would be the caie of the 
beau of Bedlam^ who, amidft darknefe 
and confinement, flill retains hi^ pride 
and felf-admiration : drefles himfclf up 

in 
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in ftraw inftead of embroidery, and when 
fufl&red to go to the witklow, imagines 
that h^ captivates evoyfemaie, whochances 
to pais through Moor-fitlds, 1$ not fuch 
a man hai^icar in his madnefi* tiian in 
his ifx&A ? , 

To ipedfy tjbe many difierent dafles 
of madmen would be endlds. Th^ ar^ 
innumorabki fo ^lat it is ahnoft a rare 
fdicity to wf^tnem fum in e9rp$rejana. 
&Hne men haat owed llieir reputatioqt 
and ^iccefi in the world to a tim^ture of 
inadnds, w^e odiers, merdy from a fix-, 
pnior vnderftand^g, have been ranked 
among limadcs : of die latter fort Hip* 
/ocRAT]ps (whcan I voib you to look 
upon as a daffic audior, as well as a 
phyficifln) gives a remarkable inftance 
in oniB of his letters. He ixpt he was 
teat £»- by the people of jUiiera tx> ou? 
Democritus of madnefe, but, to his 
Aiipiie, he found him the wifeft maa 
of the age, and, by his langhing man* 
•Dsx o£ talking and reaibning, he almol): 

con- 
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convinced Hippocrates, that all thtf 
reft of the world, except Dcmocritus, 
were mad. It is not improbable, that 
madnefs has been coaeval with mankiiK^ 
There have certainly been many inftances 
of it among the Greeks and Romans : 
among the Jews, the endiufiaftic fury of 
Saul is equally remarkable with the ec^ 
ftatic rage of Nebuchadnezzar: nor 
•have any parts of the world, I, believe, 
entirely efcaped this raging evil. It was 
frequently miftaken for infpiration, and 
the prophetic Sibyls were obl^d to put 
on the airs and looks of madnefs, to oh**' 
tain an implicit belief to tfadr prophe-* 
cies. From thefe facerdotal impofiticm^, 
mad people reaped fome remarkable zd^ 
vantages. They were often looked upon 
as meflfengers fent by heaven, to declare 
the will of the gods, and the prophettci^ 
decrees of fate : they wert revered as 
perfons facred and divine ; aad,^ inftead 
of fcourges, they received tokens of ado- 
ration. In^ bow great a degree muft the 

fob- 
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ftibtilty of priefts have prevailed, when 
they could make one of the greateft curies 
that attends human life, appear one of 
the greateft bleffings i > 

- Lunaidcs are fo called from the influ- 
ence which the moon has over bodies/ 
when its attractive power is greateft, by 
which means the prefTure of the atmo- 
fphere being leflened, the humours of 
the body are more rarefied, and productf 
a greater plenitude in the yeffels of the 
brain. This has been iUuifarated by our 
^ood and learned friend Dn Mead, iii 
his treatife De imperio lunct et foils 5 and 
I have particularly obferved, thit in the 
lafl book*, which he publifhed, he takes 
notice in his chapter de Lifanla, " that the 
" blood of fuch perfons, who have been 
*' moflliableto this malady, was thick 
** and fizy, and upon difleflion, their 
•' brain always appeared dry, and their 
" veflels filled with black fluggifh blood ;*^ 
from whence, perhaps, we may, in feme 

T meafure^ 
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^pea&rei account for th« piificipal founrQ 
of S Witt's lunacy: kis couiitttiajfice be^ 
mg dark^ bilious, and gloomy, and his 
eyes fomedmes fixed, aiad inanioy^able for 
a loitg time. Horaoe, I resi^B^r, at- 
tributes the madnefs of Orbstes to a phy* 
iidal caufe, wh^e he fay^, 

Hancfuriam^ tunc aUud^juJfu quod fpl^nMdainlU. 

So that difeafes, formed originally in 
the mind, often bring on this diforder, 
and by degrees afFeft the body j efpecially 
in fuch conflitutions as have any ten- 
dency to this diftemper. But what - can 
be the reafon, that it is £> remarkably 
epidemical in thefe kingdoms ? I am in- 
clined to believe, that it muft be ovdng to 
the groffnels of our food, and to our im- 
moderate ufe of fpirituous liquors : the one 
frequently caufihg the deepeft melancholy, 
the other the moft unlimited rage. Our 
climate is fo variable and uncertain, and 

our 
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our attnoiphere b fe ]^erpetua% fitted 
^ith douds and fiij^^reous v^^xnirs, that 
the& ^atcfes muft necef&rilj hav^ d great 
^«£t tiptm the natural impsltience and 
mconftaiicy of tibe inhabitants. We are 
apt to rev^d htx fiee indulgence of our 
paflionfi^i and they are as apt to agitate 
aiid 6hisrv*tt tjiefi3)ies of the brain, and 
tp imprint by d^rees maay fatsd imprti& 
fiimsi that c^ never be eradicated front 
^ ialtid. Even the greateft Meffing we 
tojoy, the freedom of our kws, may> i 
£Mn alra:idv tnf fobie meafiire, coatribute ta 
thoie rdh a6ti4>As, that often end in dreads 
hA murders of the worft kind, pardicide^ 
and fuicide. Men muft be reckoned in 
the higl^ft ck& of liinatics, who are caH 
pable of ofen^ng the great AuiSbdr 6S 
nature, by depriving themfdves of that 
life, whkli he only has a rig^t of taking 
away,- i)6caufe he only had the power .of 
^ving it. No perfon in his {enfes cad 
voluntarily prefer death ,to life* Our de- 
fires- of exiftence are ftrong and preva- 
T 2 lent. 
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Ient« They are born with us ; and our 
ideas of a future ftate are not fufEciendy 
dear, to make us fond of hurrying into 
eternity; efpecially as eternity itfdf muft 
ever remain incompreheniibk to finite be- 
ings. -Human nature has an abhor* 
rence, and a terror of its own diflblu- 
tion. The philofopher fubmits to death, 
becaufe he looks upon it as a necelTary 
event: in die mean time, he ufes every 
method of prudence, and every art of 
caution, to lengthen out life as far as he 
poffibly can extetid it,^ and to prevent the 
leaft accident that may bring on death 
one hour fooner than the taws of the hu* 
' man ftru£hire require. The militaiy hero 
meets the king of terrors more from 
theitiftatesof reafon, than the impulfes 
of natiure. His fame. Ids fortune, every 
ob)ed that can be dear to him, depend 
upon his r^dution to die. He expofes 
lumfelf to the danger of bdng deftroyed, 
becaufe an effort of fecuring his life. 
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muft be attended with contempt and in- 
famy. But^ on the other hand, who 
would wantonly chufe death, unlefs he 
were agitated to fuch a choice by the 
fumes and vapours of a diftempered 
brain ? 

The fiibjefts, where arbitrary power 
is eftabUfhed, live in a continual ftate of 
dread and appreheniion, and all their 
other paffions are fubdued by fear: {0 
diat fewer inftances of fuicide have ap- 
peared in deipotic governments, than in 
kingdoms, where liberty is more preva- 
lent, and where the paflions are le& r&- 
drained. 

The diet, the air, and the political 
confiitution of a coimtry, give the pe- 
culiar and diftinguifhing charafter of 
the people: and as the charafteriftics 
change, the inhabitants undergo the fame 
metamorphoies. How different are the 
modem Italians from the antient Ro- 
mans! If Brutus were now living, he 
T 3 would 
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would Tprehdbhf acquidce in ^^ depend-r 
ing ftate of a cardinal^ and the p^pal 
crown would he unaiujndofly prefented 
to Cjbsai.. 

' Tbc mdanchdy cafe of ©r. Swifts 
]ias» I find, feduced me intojulo^g di4 
grcffion; whm I am wiitang to yc^, my 
Ham> I ^ve a full fcope tp ;iiy thoug^tsi 
and wander licentioufly out of my fphi^^. 
I aim at placing all ohfervattom in your 
way, winch I think can bfc^viyiiie in 
your future road of life. But, why talk 
to you on the melancholy ^efiefts of mad* 
nefs ? only, my dear fan, to obferve in ge- 
neral, that temperance, exercife, :|>hilafo- 
phy, and true religion are like futcD: 
means to make men happy, and to pre«« 
ferve them from a contagious malady, to 
which the inhabitants of the& kingdcois 
are imfortunately Hable. 

A fbte of idiotifm is hb depdoraUe, 
not k& fhocking, than that a£ madnefs. 
Idiots are afiUAed with no turbulent paf« 

fions : 
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fidnst they are mHocent and harmlcis. 
and 4>fb^ excke pity, but never oecafioft 
fear. The proverb tells us, Tiey are the 
fawurk^t •/ fertune : but I fiippofe k 
aflodes only ta thpfe^^^j, 'wbo can num^ 
her twenty ri^tfy^ and can teU tte dafs tff 
tie wee^i ^»kI das! thoie »e m> idiels 
in the eye of the law. The abiblote na- 
turals owe their wretchednels to a wrong 
fsrmatien in thek bran, or to accidents 
HI their birthj or the dr^ of fevers, and 
o^r Tident diftempers. The !aA was 
the cafe of Ae Dean o£ St. Patrick's, 
according to the account &nt me by his 
two relatitms Mrs, Whiteway, and 
Mr. Swift*: neither erf whom, I thkk, 
makes the leaft mentk>n <rfa dea^nefi, 
tiiatfjoom tin» to time attecked the Dean, 
and rmdiered Wm extremely miferabk. 
Yo» wiir find him complaining of Ais 
misfortune in feveral parts of his writ- 
ings, e^ecially in his letters (of the 



* Sec page 1 56, aivd page i^. 
T A. 
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eighth volume) to Dr. Sheridan** Pofii- 
Uy fome internal preflTure upon his brain 
might firft have afieded the auditory 
nerves> and then> by d^ees> might have 
encreafed, fo as entirely, to ftop up that 
fountain of ideas> which had before (pread 
tdelf in themoft diffiifive^ and furprizing 
manner. 

Having juft now hinted to you the 
advantages that have * accrued to mad- 
men» I ought not to omit the honours 
that have been paid to fools. In former 
ages the courts of France and England 
were not thought compleatly embelliihe4 
without a favourite idiot> who bore the 
title of the King's Jefter^ and was as 
rem^kably diftinguifhed by a cap and 
bells^ as his royal mafter was diftingmfh- 
ed by a diadem and robes. This animal, 
like Junius Brutus, frequently alTumed 
the face and behaviour of folly^ to an* 
f^er his own particular views and ad* 
vantages. His bluntnefs and fimplicity 

• 8«c Vol, VIII. pajc 419. 

recora* 
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recommended him in tliofe places^ where 
truths, if fpoken by a man of fenfe, were 
difagreeable and dangerous. If he had 
not the honour, like Brutus, to fave his 
country, at leaf): he had the happinefsto 
iecure himfelf : and his expreflions were 
often fo full of humour andfarcafm, that, 
to this day, they are recorded as pieces of 
wit. Such was the famous reply of 
Archy to King James the firfty when 
his Majefty, amidft all his wifdom, was 
fuf&ciently in^ired with folly, to fend his 
only fon into ^fain. But, fools at pre- 
ient are no longer admired in courts ; or, 
if they are, they appear there without 
their cap and bells. 

And now, my dear Hamilton, to 
quit reflexions, that tend in general ra- 
ther to terrify, than to improve your im- 
derftanding, let me obferve, in honour of 
my friend Swift, that his eftabliihment 
of an hofpital for idiots and lunatics is 
rcijaarkably generous ; as the unhappy 

perfonSji 
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perfims, who receive the benefit, owd, 
6>rever, remaia infenfible of their bese- 
fa£kor, 

ORRERY. 



LETTER XXri. 

HTHE DireBiom to Servants^ whidr 
is the tra^ immectiately followiiig 
StV'ipt's WiHy is impcrfefl: and unfiniffe- 
cd. The editor tells us, that a preface 
and a dedication were to have been added 
to it. I think it was not pul^fhed tiU 
after the Dean's death ; but I remember 
the manufcript handed about, and much 
applauded in his life time. To fey th^ 
moft that can be offered in its favour, 
the traft is written in fo facetious a kind 
of low humour, tfiat it muft pleafe ma- 
ny 
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ny readers: nor is it without ibme de* 
gree of merit, by pointing out wiA an 
amsLzlng cx»^p^ (and wliat in a U& 
trivial cafe myi): have been called judge^ 
inent) the faulted blunders, tricks, lyes, 
and vanoQs knaveries of domeftic ier-* 
vants. How much time ^wfl; have been 
^mplqured in putting together fuch a 
work! What an inten&nefs of thought 
mufl: have been beftorwed upon the bw-* 
eft, and moft ilaviih fcenes of lif« 1 It is 
one of thofe compofitioM, that the ut- 
nxoft ftrengkh of wit can icarce fuftain 
from finking. A man of Swift's ex*- 
alted genius ought conftaiitly to have 
foared into higher regions. He ought 
|c^have looked upcm perfons of inferior 
abilities as cluldren whom nature had ap- 
pointed him to inftrud, encourage, and 
improve. Superior talents feem to have 
been intaided by Providence as public 
benefits 1 and the perfon, who poITei&s 
fuch bleflings, is certainly anfwerable to 
heaven for thofe endowments, which he 

enjoys 
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enjoys above the reft of mankind. Let 
him jeft with dignity, and let him be 
ironical upon ufeful fubjefls: leaving 
poor (laves to beat their pcrridge^ or drink 
their fmallbeer in fuch vefiels as they fliall 
find proper'. The Dean, it feems, had 
not this way of thinking : and having 
long indulged his pafiions, at, kft per* 
haps ipiftook them for his duty. The 
mifhJce, my dear Hamilton, is nei- 
ther extraordinary new: furprifing. In 
points of religion it has carried men into 
great extravagancies 5 in thqfe of mora- 
lity, into no lefsj but in politics, into 
die greateft of all. Our inclinations are 
fo apt to hurry us into inconfiderate ac- 
tions, that we are afterwards inclined to 
flatter ourfelves they are right, only be- 
caufe they have proceeded from our own 
thoughts and direflions. Thus Swift, 
when he had once eftablifhed the rule of 
Vive la bagatelle^ was refolved to purfue 
it at all hazards. I wifli his thoughts 

• Sec Vol. VIII. page 8. 

had 
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had taken another tuhi. The lower 
dafles of mankind pafa on unnoticed, 
the great only are cenfured. They ought 
to be particularly attentive to every ftep 
they take. The Dean of St. Patrick's 
ihould have known himfelf» as Rex idem 
hominum Pbabique facerdos^ and ihould 
have remembered, that kings and priefts 
are extremely liable to be cenfured. Poor 
Swift ! why did he fink below himfelf 
before he was deprived of reafon ? For- 
give him that error, my Hamilton, 
and draw a veil of oblivion over certain 
excrefcencies of wit and humour; you 
will then admire him, as an honour to 
^e public, and a fcourge to all the 
knaves and* fools of his time. . 

Three pamphlets, relating to Ireland^ 
fucceffively follow the DireSHons to fer^ 
vants. The firft is entitled, Reafms humbly 
offered to the Parliament of Ireland^ for re* 
pealing the SacramentalTeJi in favour of the 
Catholics: Thcfccondy Some Reafonsagain/l 
the Bill for fettling thelj/tbr of Hemp, Flax, 
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< 

Sfci hy a Modus: The tfeiFd, Somefdrfher 
ReafmsugdirifitheUUf^fittUn^tbel^ythe of 
Kem^ypsxi&c, The fefejd€trii»l*er of fli€fo 
{)amphlets may perhaps be fi4Se wortfe 
jrour confideration, b«t ttkir iiy1« T»i& 
i^way^ command your affefitkm. They 
ire very much ftiifplaeed, anri, ki any 
inore me^lio^al edidoii: ^ the De^^s 
works^ ought t6 appear Wi^ Aich otheii 
pieces a$ have been compo&d fay hinik 
againfl the difl^nteFs. The firil tra6^ is 
written Bnder th6 affnmed charl^ter of ^ 
Roman catholk, by whi^ xHt^t tfki 
author a^aefes his adverfanes^ '^frfSi ^ 
gireat advantage. He ffed^ -aicknd^-^; 
ledges the leveral afrociotis i^vta!^ 6t 
the papifts, but at the fame €Me palliates 
them fo fl^fflfuUy, that, fjpom l9w* very 
acknowledgment^ he enaWes hknfetf to 
iahn the heavier blows at the prefl^e- 
rians. A paragraph cxtra6^ed from the 
pamphlet wiD exempKfy my meao^ing,. 
*^ We alhnuy feys he, the Catholics H 
^J be BKETHRJEN (f therl)tffentersi fome 

^' people^ 
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•* peopJe^ indeed^ \*wbich n»e c&nnot nllw)) 
** <muld kave them to he our SUdreni be^ 
** caujf ii^ hti Jijhtt fri^m tbe ck^nb e^^^ 
^ bUJbed^ and hth agree in ahlijhing this 
*< perfecuting facramental tefii ij wlncB 

*' jmOATIVK DlSCQtJRAGB.MEN'r we UTC 

* * h(^h rendered incapable of civil and mlt'^ 
*' tary ^mphym$ntu Hewevery we cannoi 
** hit wonder at the bold familiarity ofthefe 
•* fcbifmaficSf in catUng the members of the 
^^ national church their Arethrbn and 
♦* F&t'LOW Wt^TBsTANTs. H is true^ 
^ that all tbefe fiSts (eoccept the Catho- 
" Lics^ are BRETttiiEW to each other in 
*^ faSlioHy ignorance y iniquity y perverfenefsj 
** fridef and (if we except the Quakers^ 
•• * in rebellion. Buty how the churchmen can 
^* be Jlyled their vm^uyff vttirTt.tr AH'My 
•* we cannot .comprehend. Bevaufcy ^wben 
^^ the whole Babe l of fe^aries joined agoing 
« the Churchy the Kingy and the NobiKtf 
«« for twenty yearsy in a match jit^foot 
«* BALL ; where the proverb exprefly tells 
^ usy that ALL ARE FALLOWS } while the 
' / ' «* three 
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« three kingdoms nvere tojfed to and froy the 
V churches and cities^ and royal palaces 
«« Jbattered to pieces by their balls^; their 
« BUFFETS, and their kicks i the vigors 
« would allow no more fellows at foot 
<« BALL : but murderedy fequefteredy phm^ 
" deredy deprived^ banijhed to the plantati^ 
*• onSf or enjlaved all thfir oppofers who had 
« LOST THE GAME." Thcgreatcft art, 
and the keeneft flrokes of irony difplay 
themfelves throughout the whole compo- 
fidon : and the condufion of it is drawn 
up ^th a mixture of ferious and ironical 
arguments that ieem to defy all kinds of 
refutation. 

The two next p^Lmphlets /or fettling ihe 
Tythe of Hemp , &c. by a Modus are entirely 
adapted to the clergy of Ireland^ but I can- 
not avoid obferving in thofe papers a 
greater fund of calmnefs, nor a lefs de- 
gree of fpirit, than in many other of 
Swift's political writings. 

The remainder of this volume is like 
a garden over-run with docks, and thi- 

files. 
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ftles, among Which fome rofe-trees acci* 
dentally make their appearance. The 
fcythe of time, or the weeding knife of 
a judidous editor, will cut down the 
docks and thiftles ; but the beauty of the 
rofes will particularly appear in fomefer- 
mons that are curious 5 and curious fw 
fuch reafons, as would make other works 
deipicable. They were written in acare- 
iefs, hurrying manner, and were the ofF- 
Ipring of neceflity, not of choice : fo th^t 
you will fee the original force of his ge- 
nius more inthefe compoiitions, that were 
the legitimate fons of duty, than in oth«: 
piec€^ that were the natural fons of love. 
They were held in fuch low eftcem in his 
own thoughts, that fome years before he 
died, he gave away the whole collection 
to Dr. Sheridan, vnth the utmoft indif- 
ference: . *• Here, fays he, are a hundk of 
*^ my old fermon$ : you may have them if 
* ^ you pleafe : they may be ofufeto youy the) 
«* haw never been of any to me^ The 
parcel given to Dr.. Sh e r i d a n con^^ 
y fitted. 
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Med, as I have he4r4, <)f about ^e an4 
iJiijty fermoni. Thiw or four ofity &i^« 
'^bliibed; and thoib I |iav<e read over 
^dth attention. The M b upon Mutual 
Subje&imy add that A\\tf whksh te owing 
ircxn one man to nmfther. A Roarer 
•ftyle, or a diicourfe more pro{>9rl7 ad^f 
«d to a public audienee, can fcarce be 
framed. Evny paragraph is funpk, ner-» 
Voua, and intelltgibfe. The thready of 
«adi argument are clofdy cumeibd, and 
l{>gica]ly purfued; but in places where 
<lhe Dean has the leaft c^tportunity to in* 
•trodnce political maxima) car to dart «!a 
jBTTQw at.the conduct «f prinoai, he ne^- 
:Yer &ib to indulge Mmfelf in his u&al 
manner of thinking, as you will judge 
irom tfao feUowii^ quotations^ *< A nmft 
*' ma/u iays Dr. Swikt, vit 4»th mi a/l 
'*' ^vfitb bis cotmf^i 9 great maamtb 
*^ his proteBim ; a ricb man vuih bis ^n- 
** fy attd charity j and a poor man with bis 
• ^* labour I are perfe&nufancesin a cammon- 
f* wealdK Neither is any tottditiont^lifemore 
. .t bonourabk 
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•' iwmitahli in the fight <f Got> thah an^ 
QtbiT } Ubermife he wwld be a refpeShr 
tfperfins^ which be afureth us he is not c 
F&r be bath prepofed the fame falvatim tp 
all men, and hath only placed them ik dif^ 
ferenl ivays or Rations to work it m/. 
Prince are horn with no more advantages 
** tf ft^^^^ ^ wfdom than other meni 
and, by an unhappy education^ are ufually 
more defeSive in both than thotffands 0/ 
their fubfeeis\'" Again, ia the fame 
ilram, *^ He bejl prince is, in the opinion 
*^ of wife men, only the greatefi fer^uant of 
'^ the nation ; not only afervant to tbepub-^ 
*^ lie in gefieral, but in fome fort to everf 
^^ mm in it ^/' But the moft extraordi-* 
nary pai&ge is a covert ftroke «t the Ugh^ 
eft order of hid brethren theclergy. It run9 
thus. " ^he miferies of life are not properly 
** owing tothe unequal diflribiaion of things i 
*' but Gos> jilmigbtyt the great King of hear 
"ven, is treated Hie the kings of the earth y 
wbo^ (although perhaps intending well 

U 2 " tbem^ 
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•^ tbemfehesj have often moji abominaiHf 
** minijlers andjlewardsy andtbofe generally 
*^ ihe wkjiy to "whom tbey entrujl the mojt 
" talents^. Dark as it is, tWs paragraph 
requires no explanation. The author's 
natural turn of mind breaks forth upon 
alloccafions; and the politician frequent- 
ly outweighs the di^dne. If the Di6^ates 
of fuch a fpirit were capable of forcing^ 
their way from the pulpit, what a glori- 
ous, what a coniiftent figure, muft Swift 
have made in the roftrum at Rome^ or in 
one of the porticos at Athem i 
• The next moral effay, for I can feared 
call it a fermon, is upon the ^eJHmony of 
Confcience: in which the author inierts 
feme very (hiking obfervations uponliich 
falfe notions of honour as are too preva- 
lent in the world. I am fo far from 
thinkng it a trouble, that I think it a 
pleafure to tranfcribe the particular paf- 
(age : * T!he falfe principle ^ which fome meri 
^* fet up in the place of confcience to be their 

" <« direSlor 
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AND WRITINGS OF Dr. SWIFT. 275 
direBor in lifcy isnvbat tbcfe who pretend 
to it J rj// HONOUR. Tlfis word is ofteA 
made the fanStion of an oath ; // is reck-^ 
•^ onedagreat commendation to bed man of 
** Jiri^ honour ', and it is commonly under^ 
*' Jioody that a man of honour can never be 
^* giiiJty of a bafe aSiion. This is ufuiiUy 
the fiyle of military men*, of perfotis with 
titles*, and of others who pretend to Birth 
and quality. It is true indeed, that in 
•*' antient times it wasuniverfallyunderjiood, 
'* that honour was the reward of virtue j 
^< but iffuch honouf as is now-a-days going . 
** will not permit a man to do a bafe aSlion^ 
it muflrbe allowed^ there are very few fucb 
things as bafe aSfions in nature. No man 
" of honour, as that word is ujually under^ 
^* flood, did ever pretend, that his honour 
*f ' obliged him to be chafle or temperate ; to 
" pay his creditors *, to be ufefulto his coun^ 
^* try\ to do good to mankind \ to endeavour 
" to be wife or learned*, to regard his word, 
" his promife, qr bis oath } or if he hath 
^ ^^y ^f fhefe virtues, they were never 
U 3 *• learned 
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^< kamed in tbecatecbifm ofhoHouri ^tvbicb 
*^ contains but t'wo precepts^ the pun3ual 
^< payment §f debts contraSed ''at pluyy and 
^ tbe right tmder^anding the feverddxgrees 
^ of an affrotttj in order to rewnge it by tbe 
** death of an adverfary '/' 

The thkd difcourfe upon 7i&^ Trrit^ is 
indeed a fermon, and one of the beft in 
its kind. Dr. Swift &em5 not to have 
made fuch a plan his voluntary choice^ 
nor to have buite^yi^p ex m§tUy upon fiidi 
abafis^ but he has compleated the fu« 
perflru£hire in a moil: mailerly manner : 
the materials anfwer the dignity cf the 
«edifice, and the artificer may aiTume great 
honour, upon the completion o£ (o noble, 
fb fimple, and fo ufeful a pik. The mys- 
terious parts of our itli^on are apt to 
have dreadful effe6b upon weak minds. 
The g«Kral comments upon the fecred 
writings, and the feveral fermons upon the 

• Page 2^8. 

^ In the begianiiig ©f hb fennan, he let^ »e loiow, 
dut be pc^idied it on Trinity Sunday* a d^y on whlcb 
^ the dcrgjr think tbemfelves confined to this theme. 

moft 
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mc^ flbftnife p(»Ats <A fcripture af e too 
ofiten c<»upoied in tiie gloomy ftyle. 
l>ai]»xatk>n, et^nal damiKitioii is placed* 
with att iii fa6rf or bef<»re our eyes ; smd 
we ate f6 feirifiod at the profpe^, that 
faar xftakssitt imagine, \(re can compre- 
liaid ifijrfterk*, wMcb, on this fide of 
the gravity fiitift be for ever deiiiedte 
oittr tinuted underftan^gS; SwiFl*^ 
has ftttsMi the £ifeft, and the properef)L 
Method ^ ex{k>iuiding tbefe «rf/7»<r. He 
JUlTanctt every pofitiom that oan be ^a^ 
UHbedvpon fo incoH^ehen^t^ a fia^e^« 
HefilftiMldthe belief, avows the de^heV 
and adapte &e matf #r of faith as w^ at 
pc^^ktothtf human capacity^ I& nKuw 
ner of reafomi^ is mafterly, andln^ urgii-' 
m^its are nervous, par^eularly vv^h^e h^ 
fays, "J/ « %i&/)r probable^ that if Gd^ 
*• fomU pksfe to reveal unto us this great 
** rn^eryef the'frinityy tfr Jome other niyfie^ 
** rles in our hiy reiigfon, we Jhotdd not b^ 
•* abk to underhand them^ unlefs be would <rf 
** the fame time think fit to bejhwonusfome 
i* new powers or faculties eftbeniindt which 
U 4 ** we 
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«< ^e want at prefent^ and an referved ttt 
" the day of refurre&ion to life eternal^. ^\ 
But, my Ham, you muft be weary of 
quotations. I will make no more ; and 
in excufe of thoie already made, I can only 
clfer, that in comments upon origi* 
nal authors, quotations are often the 
beft, and perhaps the only explanaticms 
that can fully anfwer the end propofed* 
I mean that the original ipirits fi> 
volatile, as not to admit of the leaf): trans-- 
fiifion. In ordinary compofitions, the 
eflence may be extra£ted, and the fubtileft: 
parts diililled: But Swift's fermons ap-- 
peared a chymical preparation of fo extra- 
ordinary and penetrating a nature, that I 
wasrefolved, to fend you as much of the 
scdiereal fpirit, as might be fafely conveyed 
by the pofl* 

I ihall take no notice of a fourtii icr- 
mon, as it is evidentiy not compofed by 
the Dean ^ : but I find, that I have omit- 
ted to mention two poems of great wit 
and humour. They are previous to the 

fermons. 
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fcrmons. The firft'was artfully pub- 
lifhed by Dr. Swift in a manner fo dif- 
ferent from thofc rules of poetry to which 
he confined himfelf, that he hoped the* 
public might miftake it for a fpiirious, 
or incorrefl: copy^ ftolen, by memory, 
from his original poem. He took great 
pleafure in this fuppofition : and I believe 
it anfwered his expeftation. One of 
his ftri6left rules in poetry was to avoid: 
triplets. What can have given rife to fo 
nice a peculiarity is difficult to determine* 
It might be owing only to a lingular turn 
of thinking ; but the reafon which he 
publicly ailigned feemed not fo much z^ 
gainft the practice itfelf, as againft the 
poets who indulged themfelves in that 
manner of writing. " A cuflom (accord- 
" ing to the Dean's opinion) introduced 
" by lazinefs, continued by ignorance, and 
« eftablifhed bv falfc tafte." With de- 
ference to fo great a critic, it is a cuftom, 
that has frequently been purfued with re-: 
markable fuccefs. Mr. Dryden abounds 

5 7*r Ufi and Qtnmm Cbaraafro/tb$ Rru. Dr. S w 1 ft. 

in 
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in triplets s and in fome cf his moft ele- 
gant poems, the third conduding Verfe 
forms the fined: climax in the whoJe 
|Mce. Mr. Waller, the father of sdl 
flowing poetry, has generally referved the 
nio^ point of wit to his triplicate Ime : 
and up(m an impartial enquiry, k i» 
ahnoft to be queftioned, whedia,in many 
inftances, tins deipicaMe triplet may not 
add agreater beauty to a poetied compo- 
fition, than any other drcumibnce. To 
be coffined, on any terms, by the Uid^s of 
rhyme, is of great difadvantage to our 
E^glifh poetry. The fineft poem d^t we 
can boaft, and which we equalize, and 
pCThaps would wiOy^gly prefer to tfcelliad^ 
16 void of thoie fetterSi ^ut, when it n . 
our deitiny to wear chains, furely we may 
be allowed to make them as lightand 
eafyaswecan. 

The fecond poem % entitled, Verfes ort 
tbi IXeafb of Dr. S-vtipt, occajiomd iy 
naMng a Maxim in RocttEi^oucAULT, is 
• moft pointed piece of farcafm. Not 

♦Page 151; 

any 
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any of the Dean's poems havemcxe ynt ; 
nor arc any of diem more fevere. Li it 
he has fummoned together his whole 
powers of fkdr and poetry. It is a part-- 
ing blow; the legacy of anjjer and dWap- 
pointment } but as the two laft lines^are 
grammatically incorreft, and as they were 
not infertedin the firft edition pubUfhed at 
I/mdon^ I cannot tell how they have crept; 
into a poem, that is otherwifc as exaftly po- 
lifhed as any of Swift's niceft compo^ 
iitions. 

The remaining pieces in tUa volume 
are neitho: wortiiy of Swift's pen, nor 
of your perufaL Many of them are fpari«* 
^us, and many nunre are trifling, said in 
every tt&^fddi improper for the publie 
view \. k^ that what was once ludkroufly 
iaid up<m a dif^ent occafion, may be ap-- 
pHcd not only to the laft volume, but in-* 
deed to ibme of the former, as ^^ they put 
f us in mind of die famous machine in 

\ That kingdom be hath left bu Mt^, 
Jnn^itfitM mea^ ha^eahett^. 

« WiNSTAN* 
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« Winstanley's water works, wherCy* 
" out of the fame veflel, the fpeftators 
" were prcfented with tea, coffee, choco- 
" late, champaigne, and four fmall beer." 

/ am^ my dear Son, 

Tour truly qffeSlionate Father . . 
ORRERY,: 

LETTER XXIir. 

WE have now gone through Faulk- 
ner *s edition of Swift's works; 
but there are ftill remaining three of his 
pieces, He tale of a Hub^ T!he Battle of the 
Books in St. James's LiiraryyZndlie Frag^ 
mentj which although not abfolutely owned 
by the Dean, aut Erafmifunt aut Diaboli: 
The firft of thefe, The tale of a Tub, 
has made much noiie in the world. It was 
one of Swift's earlieft performances, 
and has never been excelled in yni and 
fpirit by his own, or any other pen. The 
cenfures that have paffed upon it are.va- 
- . rious. 
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rious. The moft material of which were 
fuch as reflected upon Dr. Swift, in 
the charader of a clergyman, and a^ 
Chriftian. It has been one of the mif- 
fortunes attending Chriftianity, tjhat ma- 
ny of her ions, from a miftaken jGlial 
piety, have indulged themfelves in too 
retrained, and too melancholy a way of 
thinking. Can we wonder then, if a 
book comppfed with all the force of wit 
and humour in deniion of facerdotal ty-4 
ranny, in ridicule of grave hypocrify^ 
and in contempt of flegmatic ftiffnefe^ 
Ihould be wilfully mifconflhied by fbme 
perfons, and ignorandy miflaken by 
others, as a farcafm and reflexion upon 
the whole ChrifHan Church? Swift's 
ungovernable fpirit of irony has fome- 
times carried him into very unwarrant-* 
able flights <^ wit. I have remarked 
fuch paflages with a mofl unwilling eye. 
But, let my afFeftions of fricndfhip have 
been ever fo great, my platemal afFe£lion 
is flill greater: and I will purfue can- 
dour. 
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door, even vndi an aching heart, wheti 
the parfuk of it may tend tx> your ad- 
vantage or inftru^tioQ. In the ftyle of 
trudi tbeiefoce* I muft ftill look upon 
*TbetaUof a Tub^ as no it^ended rx^yjXt 
againft Chnftianiity, but as a fatir agvnft 
^ wild errors of the church (rf Rmtt 
the flow and incompleat reformati<»] of 
die Ludmans, and the abfurd and af- 
feded zeal of the prefl^eriam. In the 
character of Petba, we iee the popi; 
ieated on his pontificai throne, and 
adorned with, his tr^le crown. In thi( 
picture of Maktim, we view Luthbr 
and the fiift reformers : and in the r^ 
prdentation of Jack, we fee Jork 
Calvxn and his difciples. The author's 
arrows are duefly direffasd ag^nft Pi> 
TER, and Jack. To Martin he 
(hews alt the indulgence that the laws of 
allegory will permit. 

The a£lkms of Petsr are the a£ti<»^ 
of a man intcnicatod with pride^ power j 
rage, tyranny, and M-cooceit. The& 

paflions 
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|>aifion9 ^e pia<»d in die mod: ridicu'^ 
low light: 3iid the eSe&B <^th^n pro- 
duce to us the taada and do^nes of 
pj^ Rme, fu<^ as purgatory, penance, 
images, indulgences, auiicular confeflir 
on, traofubftantiation, and thofe drei«t> 
ful mooilers, t&e ponti^cal hulls, whieh, 
aoo^rding to this ludicrous author, d»- 
lived their <Nri^ from tbe famous buUs 
of Colchis, defcnbed bj Ovio, 
^irribiles vukus^ pr/r/lxofue conma fern i 
J^iivereamque filum pede pu^averi Ufukii 
Pumijicifyae loetm na^tibus implewrt \ 

" But Lord Pbter's BtiriLS, fays ^ 
^ale of a *r«^ *» were etctremely vitiated by 
!* tiine in the metsl ^ their feet^ which frmt 
" brass «4f n»w degenerated into cmnnwn 
" LEAD. However the terrible roaring fe-' 
'» tuliar to their lineage was freferved^ as 
*< likewife thatfaadty ^brbathino ovt 
" fire at their nofirih, ** Thcfe paflageS, 
and many odiers, no doidbt, muft be 
conftrued as antichriiHan, by the church 
of JR«f»f . When the chk^ mimftor and 
• Ovid Mitam^ Lib. VIL ver. iiz. 
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Digitized 



by Google 



ft86 M:MARKS ON THE LIFE 
his minions are expoied, the keener the 
fktir, the more liable is it to be inter*, 
preted into high treafon againft the King. 
In the charafter of Jack a fet of pec- 
pie were alarmed^ who are eafily ofiend* 
ed, and who can fbarce bear the chear- 
tfulnefs of a fmile. In their dictionary, 
wit is only another name for wickednefs : 
rand the purer, or more excellent the wit^ 
the greater, and more impious the aio^ 
mnatim. However wide therefore the 
.di&rence of Peter and Jack might 
have been in faihipning dieir coats, the 
two brothers moft fincerely agreed in 
their hatred of an adverfaiy fo powerful 
;as this anonymous author^ They ipared 
no unmannerly reflexions upon his cha^ 
.ra£ter. They had recourfeto every kind 
of abufe that could reach him. And 
fometimes, it was the work of $wift 
,and his companions: fometimes not a 
Syllable of it was his work 5 it was thp 
.work of one of his uncle's fons, a clergy^ 
man: and fometimes it was the work of 
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A petbn^ who was to be namekis. Each 
o£ the& mdlkious coilje^hires reigned in 
its turn; aad you will find, my Hamil-- 
TWy that bold ai&rtions, however falie» 
almoft oonfftandy meet with fuccefs ; a 
kind df trivmph diat would appear otto 
of the fcvereft inftitutes of fate, if time, 
and truth, did not foon obliterate afl 
marks of the viftory^ 

The crkicifins of the Martinifts, (whom 
we may iiippofe the members c^ the 
church of England) were, it i« to be 
hoped, more candid : for Martin, as 
I have juft now hinted, is treated with a 
much lefs degree of farca&i th^i the 
other two brothers. What r^ates to 
him, is £;> fhort, that I v^U venture to 
tranfcribe it* " 5l&ey both [Luther and 
Calvin] " unanimmjly entered ufon this 
^^ great w^{The Reformation] 
** loeMf^ fvmetimes on their coats^ andfome^^ 
** times m the will. Martin laid the' 
^^ firfi band\ at one t^vitch brought off a 
*^ l(^ge handful of points; and with 
X " afecond 
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afecond pully fiript anvay ten dozen yards 

(j/' FR I NGE. But when he bad gone thus 

far^ he demurred a while : be knew very 

well, there yet remained a great dealfnore 

to be done : however the Jirji heat being 

over J bis violence began to cooly and 

he, refolved to proceed more moderately 

in the reji of the work ; having already 

very narrowly efcaped a /winging rent 

in pulling off the points, which being 

TAGGED WITH SILVER (as wc bave 

obferved before) the judicious workman 

bad, with much fagacity, double fown to 

preferve them from falling. Refolving 

therefore to rid his coat of a huge quantity 

ofGO-LD LACE, he picked Up the ftitches 

with much caution, and diligently gleaned 

out all the loofe threads as he went, which 

proved to be a work of time, ^en be fell 

about the embroidered Indian figures of 

men, women and children ; againft which 

as you bave heard in its due place, their 

father's tefiamentwas extremely exaSt and 

fever e. ^hefcywith much dexterity and 

application^ 
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" appUcatibny nvere^ after a nMky quite 
** eradicated^ or utterly defaced. For the reji^ 
^* where be obferved the embroidery to ie 
" worked fo clofe^ as not to be got away^ 
** without damaging the clothy or where it 
" fervedto hide orjirengthen any flaw in the 
•* body of the coat^ contrasted by the perpetual 
tampering of workmen upon it % he con^ 
eluded y the wifeft courfe was to let it re*^ 
main^ refohingin no cafe wbatfoever^ that 
thefubftance of the fluff Jhould fuffer in-- 
jury^ which be thought the befl met bod for 
ferving the true intent and meaning of his 
** father^ s will, jind this is the neareflac-- 
" count I have been able to colleBofMAKTiN's 
** proceedings upon this great revolution" 

The church of England can fcarce be 
angry at fudi a favourable account of Lu- 
ther : efpecially as we have fince reformed 
from Luther himfdf, and fo far, as our 
judgements can teach us, have reftored our 
habits ftill hearer to the original fafliion, 
which they bore at the perfection of the 
^eftament. The bcft, a^^d, what is more 
X 2 extra- 
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extraordinaiy, the moft knovi^s ^logj^ 
diat can be made for the au^jr, was 
written by himfelf» and is dated JuH^ 3, 
1709; from which time,, it has beeit con* 
ftantfy printed in a prefatory ina&nar to 
the work iitfelf. In this itpciogy, Dr. 
Swift candidly acknowledges^thst " There 
^* are feveral youthful fi^HeSy "ibkid^yfrom 
** the grave and the wije, mtiy jdtferve a 
<« rebuked And further adds, that " JHfc 
^* mil forfeit bis life ^ if any one optHim can 
** fairly be deduced from the kook^ which is 
^* contrary to religion or morality'' 

The dedication to Prince Pojlerity will 
pleafe you : nor will you be itfs enter- 
tained by the feveral digrejfums which arc 
written in ridicule of bad critics, dull 
commentators, and the whole fraternity 
of Grub-ftreet philofophcrs. The Intro-- 
duSlion abounds with wit and humour : 
but the author never lofes the leaft op- 
portunity of venting his keeneft fatir 
againft Mr. Dryden, and confequently 
loads with infults the greateft, although 

the 
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the leaft proiperous, of our Englifli po^ 
ets. Yet who can ^voi^ fmilio^, when he 
fin^^e WfW W Puftfber mfntioned as 
a fotfi^Uof ahfira& iffixtfen timtfimd fciml- 
meity and wh«*i.ToMMr Pot« h fuppoTed 
ymtim b^ the fiitAe band, as afupplement 
to the fmwr ipork ? I a*n wiUing to ima- 
gsoe, tbat I^YDEK, in fome manner or 
otiber, had c0mded my fiiend Dr. Swift, 
wIm), odKTwife, I'hope, wouW have been 
znooe indulgent to the errors of a man, 
opprdSed by poverty, driven on by party, 
and bejvildeced by religkn. 

But although ouc fatirical author, ncxw 
^d then, inay have indulged himfelf ia 
fox&e perfonal animoiities, or may have 
taken freedoms not fo perfe^y coniift^ 
jent with that foleinn decency, which is 
required from a jdergyman -, yet throught* 
■out the whok piece, there is a vein of ri- 
dicuk and good humour, that laughs pe- 
dantry and aficdtation into the loweft de- 
^ee of conten^, and expofes the cha- 
«i£ler of Peter, and Jacjk. in fuch a 
X 3 manner. 
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manner, as never will be forgiven^ and 
never can be anfwered. 

The Battle of the Books took its rife 
from the controverfy between Sir Wil- 
liam Temple and Mr. Wootton : a 
controverfy which made much noife, and 
employed many pens towards the latter 
end of the laft century. This humorous 
treatife is drawn up in an heroic comic 
ftyle, in which S>vipt, with great wit and 
fpirit, gives the vifbory to the former. 
The general plan is excellent, but particu- 
lar parts are defe£tive. The frequent 
chafms puizle and interrupt the narra-<* 
tive : they neither convey any latent idaais, 
iK>r point out any difhmt or occult iar* 
cafms. Some characters are barely touched 
upon, which might have been extended, 
others are enlarged, which might have 
"been contrafted. The name of Horace is 
fcarce inferted ; and Virgil is introduced 
only for an opportunity of comparing his 
tranflator Dr yden, to the Lady in a Lob^ 
per : to a Moufe under a Canopy of State: 

(ini 
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^nd to a Jhrivelled beau within the Pentboufe 
of a full bottomed Perriwig.. Thefe fioiilcs 
carry the true ftamp of ridicule : but, ran- 
cour muft be very prevalent in the heart 
of an author, who could overlook the me- 
rits of Dryden 5 many of whofe dedica** 
idons and prefaces are as fine compoiitions^ 
ai^d as juft pieces of criticifm as any in our 
language. The tranflation of Virgil was 
a work of hafte and indigence : Dryden 
was equal to the undertaking, but unfor- 
tunate during the conduft of it. 

And nowas I have mentioned VifcoiL, 
and as I indulge myfelf in an unlimited 
manner ofexprefling to you my thoughts, 
I muft plead that kind of habit for in- 
ferting a conjefture, which, perhaps, is 
purely chimerical, but which, in the pur- 
fuit of it, has given me no fmall degree of 
pleaiure, as the motive tends to vindicate 
one of your favourite poets from the cen- 
fure of ingratitude* 

. The critics have been juftly furprized, 

that Virgil fcems entirely to have neg- 

X 4 lefted 
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le£bed Hobace, when it is evident^ that 
Horace takes frequent occaikms of ex<* 
prefling the greateft tendemefs, eAeeib^ 
and gratitude for Virgil. Thej have 
endeavoured to account for this negle£^, 
by fuppofingf that fome of Vm^iL's po« 
ems have been loft^ otherwife, who 
could imagine) that iht author ci the 
Aneid (hould have pa0ed over ki (ilence 
the name of fo excellent^ and Co eflima*- 
ble a friend ? In the Greek and Roman 
writers it is not to be doubted, that there 
are many cxpreffions, which, at the lime 
when written, were evident marks to dif* 
tinguifh particular charafters. Thefe, 
by the courfe of years, are now rendered 
doubtful and obfcure. Horace's G^ce7« 
was always taken for a gladiator, t31 at 
*he bottom of the ftatue of the Hercules 
Farnese an old infcription was diico^ 
vered, that ihews it was fo called fjtom 
the name of the famous fculptor who 
made it Many paiTages in Mr. Pope's 
poems, which ar^ now eafily e;jcplaitted, 

may, 
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may, in a few centuries, become entirely 
unintelligible, and (excufe the improba- 
bility of the circumft^ce) when it is no 
longer remembered that he lived at 7W/- 
nam^ he will no. longer be known for the 
Swan if T'bamfs. 

Virgil, in his Eclogues, celebrates 
PoLLTo, V Alt us and Gall us, and he de- 
dicates his Georgics to M^cenas : but 
in the -ffineid, he could not introduce any 
of his contemporaries, except by feigned 
names : and even then, the connexion of 
the fable mufl be preferved, and fome 
poetical diffet^enccs rauftbe alloj^d. Such 
a conduft has induced fonw of the com- 
mentators to affix various names to parti- 
cular chara6ter8 in the iEneid. They have 
mentioned Makius, Pomp£y,Curio, and 
others j but their hints, and iketchcs have 
been imperfeft, and written at random. 

Bifhop ATTERBuiY is more explicit. 
That learned prelate, in all the elegance 
and delicacy of criticifm, illuftrates the 
paffiige relating to Iapis, and fixes to it 

the 
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the name and charafier of Antonius 
MusA, an eminent phyfidanj and polite 
fcholar at Rome. The Barry *of his day. 
From thefe attempts I have been en-* 
courag^dto fearch for the character of 
Horace $ and inflead of. an imperfedt 
pi^re, I hope I fhall be able to point 
out a very.remarkable likenefs in the fol- 
lowing lines« 

Ei amicum Cretea mufis^ 
Creteamufarumeemitem^ cuicarminafemper 
Ei iitbars cordis numercfque iniendere nervism 
Semper equos^ ai^uewrm$ vtrtae^ pugnafyit canAat. 

An ode in Horace> which appears, 
by the mention of Tiridates, to have 
been written at the fame time with the 
&venth book of Virgil, bears a very 
ftriking refemUance to £ome part of this 
quotation. You remember 

Mufis amicus triftitiam et metus 
ftradam protervis in mare. Creiicum 

Portare ventis. 

* Pr. Idward Baert of Dublin* 

The 
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The Mujis amicus was, in all probabi- 
lity, a fynonymous name of Horace, 
by which he was then diftinguifhed, and 
perfeftiy well known at 'Rome. Such art 
appellation might be given to him from 
this gay and Ipirited ode. He begins it; 
by delivering at once all his cares and 
fears to be buried in the Cretan fea. Ti- 
fiULLUS and Anacreon have the fame 
general fentiment ; but Horace chufes 
this particular part of the ocean for the 
eternal grave <^ all his cares. A cir- 
cumflance which might occafion Virgil 
to give him the name of Creteus : and 
I dare fay, Ham, you will agree wjtii 
me in obferving, that Virgil repeats 
that name with a certain tendernefs and 
efteem, as if he was imwilling to quit the 
fubjeft, and as if he could wifti to dwell 
longer in the defcription of fo excellent 
a genius, and fo remarkable a poet. 

But the line, 

JS/ citbara cordi nufnerofque intendere nervisy 

fecms 
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ieems dife^y to point out Horace, 
9od to celebrate lum for his lyric per- 
formdhcea. Monsisur Dacibr, in the 
jrefact to his Horace, ffva an hift<M7 
of the progreft and decay -of lyric poe- 
try. He obftrves,, that 6t>m the foun- 
dation of Rome to the reign of Augustus 
CjBSAR (a fpace of above Sevta hundred 
years) not one lyric poet h^ appeared. 
HoRAcs was the firft Roman, who, 
with a furprieing natural genius, having 
i^ui^ed and aoqi^ied the beauty and 
fbength of numbers, fortned himfelf 
Upon the Grecian ;dan, and became the 
beft Ladn lyric poet, of the Auguftan 
age* From whence, it almdt evidently 
itppears, that this paflage can be adapt- 
ed cmly to him. 

Hitts far, without draining the ex- 
planation of thelb Unes, I would^ willing- 
ly hope, that the features of Horace 
are difcemible. The lafl; verfe indeed 
does not feem to anfwer fo exactly his 
poetical character, 

Seffiper 
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Semper epuSy atque ama nnrim^ fP^JV^ emehat^ 
Let U8 try, if we cannot banifh the ob*> 
jeftion, and eftablifh a perfect confinn*' 
ationof the idemblance. 

Several of the odes of Horace are 
remarkably fine in the warlike ftrain^ 
particularly the ode to Augustus after 
the battle of ASHum^ when the fenate 
had agreed to addrds fi^mn hymns to 
the EmpoxN: in the 6me manner as to 
the celeftial ddties. The ode be|piuuog 
Cah tmatitem; and ocoafioned by the 
conqueft over the Britons inA Perfians; 
is fuU of fire. But the addrels to Asi- 
Mius PoLLio hreadies war and flau^iter 
ftiU in a^ more exalted ftrain. 

yum mmc minaci murmw^e comuum 
Perftrin^s awes : jam litui Jlrefunt, 
Jam fulgar armorum.fugaces 
ferret equoSi equitumque vttkus. 

Monsieur Sanadon obferves, that 
' this ftanza, and the four which follow 

it. 
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it, arc written with the grcateft fpirit o( 
lyric poetry. His expreffion is La force 
ie Poefie lyrique ne va point au de-li. 

It is very certain, that Horace was 
a perfect mafter of the poetical array of 
battle, the din of war, and the found of 
clarions : or in the words of Virgil, 
€quoi at^ne arma virum pugnafque canebaU 
But, notwithftanding his powers in that 
flyle, hefcemsconftantly defirous of de* 
dining any long poem, or laboured per* 
formanqe upon thofe fuli^efb. In his 
ode beginning Motum ex Metello^ he ad* 
i^fes AsiNius PoLLio to lay aiide all in* 
tentions of writing tragedy ; and he fur* 
ther urges lum to complete a poem upon 
the civil wars, between Antony and 
OcTAVius: but he damps this ad^ce, 
by pointing out the danger of the theme. 
He tells Poll 10 

Periculofa plenum opus aka 
^roElas : et incedis per ignet 
Suppojitos cineri dolofo^ 

Thus 



Digitized 



by Google 



AND WRITINGSOF Dr. SWIFT. 301 
Thus while he expatiates upon the dif- 
ficulty of the undertaking, he (hews him- 
felf fuperior to the labours that deter 
him. As a poet, we may be affured he 
was equal to the tafk: as a politician, 
we may prefume he avoided it. He was 
unwilling to remind his imperial mailer 
of a war, in which he had appeared in 
arms againft his prince : and in which, 
the charafter of Augixstus had not been 
diftinguifhed with the mofl: perfe£): degree 
of luflxe. Yet, that fuch a kind of work 
was expected from him, may undoubt- 
^y be deduced from what he fays in 
one of his odes to M/bcenas. 

^uque pedefiribui 
Dices bifioriis pralia Cafaris^ 
Macenas^ Melius. 

Here you fee Horace affigns to his 
patron M^cenas all the laurels that 
might accrue from a compleat poem up- 
on the wars of Augustus: axi4 in ^'', 

other 
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odier pbce, the poet, with mace ino* 
dflfty than jufticej fays 

Cttpidttittt pattr efttmci mires 
jyeficiunt : neqtu eni» quivis borrmiis pilit 
jfgmiuatrucfra&aperttmtef eufpide Galks, 
AMt Ideniis efi9 defiribat vubtrnt pM^bit 

Thefe lines are in foch t ftrain> as to 
demonftrate the powers of the mufip 
much 1^ defident tibaa t^e will. It is 
toy probalde therefore^ ^t diirmg the 
timC) wlule the public expt&adons w«!e 
raifed in hopes of £»ng Horace under^ 
take fome poem entirely formed upon 
the military plan, Virgil might have 
compofed that part of the ^neid from 
whence I have drawn my quotation, 
and might very juflly have given Ho- 
race the charafter of Creteus, not 
only in tfonfequence of the odes already 
written, but under a kind of certamty 
of fedng future and more perfiefl poems 
in thefame ftrain» 

Ifub. 
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I fubmit to your judgement, whether 
thefe fiarmifes are juft. I really think 
they bear a great refemblance to truth. 
Pofitive aflertions on fuch doubtful points ' 
J leave to more eftablifhed critics : and re« 
turn from the civil wars in Italy ^ to the , 
civil wars in St. James's^ library. 

The two chief heroes among the mo* 
dem generals are Wotton and Bent* 
LEY. . Their figures are difplayed in the 
^loft dii^dvantageous attitudes. The for-* 
meris defcribed, '^ full of fpleen, dulneis^ 
and ill manners.'-' The latter is repre- 
fented, " tall, without ftiape or comeli- 
^* nels: large, without ftrength or pro-; 
*« , portion." But, I will not anticipate - 
your future pleafure in reading a perform- 
ance that you will probably wiflx longer, 
and more compleat. 

The Battle y which is maintained by 
the antients with great fuperiority oi 
ftrength, though not of numbers, elads 
with the demolition of Bentle v and his 
friend Wotton by the lance of your 

Y . grand- 
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grandfather. And here, my fcHii it is Hot 
jpoflible for me to avoid ^kikitig ndtice 
of one particular paffage eelaiiRg to my 
fatlier. " Boyle, fays iBm au1%kor, f^^ 
^ in a Juit of armuTy 'WiiiCH ma* «e«?n 

<* CrVtN HIM BY ALL THE G013S, «^ 

•* vanced towards the trembling jftf, "wbo 
^ now jled before bimr I ?hafl*nfet ^if- 
pute about the ^Ift df the atwiour!: I^tei 
thus far I will venture to obfeVe, -fibs* 
the ^bds never beftowtd cddteal ar-toour, 
except upon heroes, "whofe courage and 
fupcrior flrength, diftinguJftied Aem f w» 
Ac reft of marfund ; whofe merits «nd 
abilities were already <x)n%icuous^ ^hd 
who coidd wield, though ycWng, the 
fwordt)f Mars, and-adwnit wi&aJlthe 
wtucs of MiNTsiivA I tmd let me affiire 
youj'my deareft Hamilton, &2ft yiour 
grandfather fuftaincd the charafter, which 
he had fo early acquired, to the laft mo* 
inent of his Hfc 5 and, on many occafions, 
exerted his abilities in iiich a manner, as 

evidently 
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«vid«!ttly fhfiwcd, that he wanted iieither j 

wm<nxr, ftor tMteor^kiary affiftancc,, to 
ad4 to his firft vidcwy fiich fiipcrior or- 
itameisi^ us will for «ter be repofited 
abottg thfc bri^eft trophies, in the tefti^ 
pleoffeuafte. j 

But fedfeitt I tfsk iJtfs febjea, give rtt 
leave to «Wn how fenffljly I felt the fotct 
of an arr&w <!irfc6led from his hand. The 
wound, I believe, wa(s ftot defigndd tb bd 
lafting. It was given in a paffion, and 
Upon a;n eitradrditwry xxxjafibn : but af- 
terwaaxJs he was to defiroais t6 heal it, by 
a return of the greateft degree of friend- 
Mp aaad iifte£li(M%, that he had direfted 
the reiAaifting fear to be entirely ictafcd, 
ViimtL his uriexpefted and too fodden 
deatifi ^iPfeteAtfed the completion of his 
kind mteritions, and the perfc6tion of my 
cur6. With difficulty I -farvived the Stock. 
As it was not iA ttiy power to avoid the 
fever-e decide, I obeyed : and by tAj obe-^ 
dionce> have flattered myfelf that I fub- 

Y z tmtted 
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mitted to the will of heaven. However, 
I have fince thought, that I could not of- 
fer a more grateful facrifice to his ma- 
nes, than by exerting thofe faculties, 
which he hadj at firft, cultivated with fo 
much care^ and had depreffed, at lafl, 
perhaps only to raife tiiem higher. Oh 
my fon ! how often have I refl^6led upoii 
the happinefs of ^neas, in hearing the 
ghoft of Anchis£s fay ! 

Sic equidem ducebam ammo reharqueftOurumy 
Tempera dinumerans: necmemeacurafefellit. 

The name of my honoured father has 
infeniibly drawn me into this digrefEon, 
which, to fpeak the truth, I look upon as 
due to his memory, to my own fenti- 
ments, and to your filial tendemefs, 

I'be Fragment y or a Difctmrfe concerning 
the mechanical operation of the Spirit ^ is a 
fatir againft enthufiafin, and thofe af* 
' fe6led infpirations, which conftantly be- 
gin in folly, and very often end in vice. 

In 
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In this treatife, the author has revelled 
in too licentious a vein of farcafm : many 
of his ideas are naufeous, ibme are inde- 
cent, and others have an irreligious ten- 
dency : nor is the piece itfelf equal in wit 
and humour either to The Tale of a TCitb^ 
or l*be Battle of the Books. I fhould con«' 
flandy chufe rather to praife, than to ar- 
raign any part of my friend Swift's 
writings : but in thole tra£ls, where he 
tries to make us uneafy with ourfdves, and 
unhappy in pur prefent exiftence, tbere^ 
I muft yield him up entirely to cenfure. 

J am^ J^^r Hamilton, 

Tour mofi affe&ionate Father 

ORRERY. 



Y3 LET- 



Digitized 



by Google 



joS REMARKS ON THE UFg 

LETTER XXIV. 

DR. Swift kft behind hkft few HMi-^ 
nufcripts^. Not one of any ccmie^ 
quence, except an account of Ae peace 
of Utrecbfy which he called an Hifiory of 
the four lafi years of^een Ann. The ti- 
tle of an Iriftory is too pompous^ for fuch 
a performance. In the hiftorkal ftyle, it 
wants dignity, and candour: biat as a 
pamphlet, it will appear the beft de^ce 
of Lord Oxford's adminiftration, and the 
clearefi: account of the treaty of Utrecbf^ 
that has hitherto been written. 

In fome of his Idtfiire hours, he had be- 
gun an hiftory of England^ and had pur- 
fned it through two or three reigns, from 
William the Conqueror. The con- 
tempt which he conceived of our antient 
monarchs, made him foon lay the defign 
' afide. His averfion to kings was invin- 
cible. You will fay perhaps, this aver- 
fion 
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fic^n 1^ft$ rQ0t«4 m pri4c: poffibly it 
Biigltt :: but» m ym^ eourfe o£ reading, 
yott will ftad fo very few princes witofe 
merila wA abilities emitle tliem even to a 
crowBr o£ ruflies, that you wift probably: 
think »o Tmall diogeee of prudeuee necef- 
1^ ter reconcile us to a monarchical 
ftai». What has not ^9 nation fuSerescI 
from* o»r former princes T Even from the 
feeft of then r H we fpeak candidly of om? 
boaftedQaeeniEjui^ABETir, fhcr was, in 
many i»ftances, a tyrant : but fhe was a 
tyrant with feafe and dignity. She knew 
the ttv» intereft «f the nation, and fhe 
pmfuedit ; but flw purfued it in an arbi- 
tarary marawr. She Waa fortunate in the 
time of rei^ng: for her charafter has 
been exalted: by the want of merit in her 
fucceflSw, foom whofe mifcondud: gufhed 
forth that toixent of mifery^ which not 
only bore^dxjwahis fon, but overwhelmed 
the three kingdoms. If you aik what 
wtare the precious fruits of. the reftora- 
Y 4 tion? 
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tion ? The anfwer will be> an exchange 
only from one confufion to another : 
from jealoufies between general Monk 
and Lambert, to jealoufies between the 
dukes of Tork and Monmouth : a perpe- 
tual rotation of falfe pblitics: a king 
with the beft natured difpofition unzpn^ 
able, fufFering innocent blck)d to be fhed 
without remorfe- Or, if you enquire, 
what was the efFe£l of a lawful Ibvereign ? 
A fhameful fubmiilion to a neighbouring 
kingdom, which, not long before, had 
trembled at the frowns of an ufurper. 
Such was the fate of poor England f To 
thefe wretched times fucceeded the reli- 
gious fooleries, and the weak attempts 
of James the iecond. Then followed 
the revolution. But, I muft defcend no 
lower. Let us therefore turn our eyes 
from home, and take a momentary view 
of other nations* If we look towards 
antient Romey and oonfider her firft fe- 
ven monarchs, how wicked, or- how in* 
Significant wer? thpir charafters 1 And, 

when 
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wfa^ the name of Mtmarcb was changed 
into that of Emperor ^ what a tyrannical 
pack of C^sARS pais before our eyes ! 
Many of Aem the greateft monfters 
that human nature ever produced : yet 
theie were lords, emperors, and kings 
of the world. If you read the Old Tefta- 
ment, and conflilt the Chronicles of the 
Kings of Judab^ you will find them a 
fet of the proudefl, and the moft obfti* 
nate princes upon earth. Tell me then, 
my Hamilton, is not fuch a retrofpeft 
enough to difguft us againft kings? 
Bad as it is, it muft not difguft an £n^ 
glifliman. We ought ever to regard, 
honour and prcferve our original con- 
ftitution, which of all regal flates is the 
beft framed in the univerfe. The ba* 
fence of our government is himg indeed 
in the niceft manner imaginable : a An- 
gle hair will turn it j but when it is held 
exafUy even, there cannot be a finer fy- 
ftem under heaven : and I muff ^ freely 
pwji tp yop, that J think our kings have 

been 
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faoen often Itis btftxaeablft tkni their poK 
pk Yon Tcmetohv tlie excbtnatwii of 
the Scotchinsii^ upoa &6ng die, flatteHea 
paid to Jambs the ficft at his accefiton^ 
^ By^ my fauiy mon^ ym. fndijb filk nmU 
« Jpoil a geud king. '• ITie. Scotf haUKi 
was in th0 right: but vit jcbnliaiied m 
our fbc^fli ways to James and hiflt 
fiiccefibrs. Olir comtly adulatwn^ are 
always ontragioias^ we know no boiuftds^ 
The perfon flattered mnft be more dian 
humaiv not to be fometknes btinded by 
fuch perpetiid incenfe« Pediaps we bor-* 
row this hind of fervilSty from the Frewb, 
who^ in the hit century^ beftowed the 
fttfc of jxjsT upooL Ljbwis the tiiirtcenth> 
during wbpfe reign^ fhdi repeated a<£ls 
efcrodty, opprefiion^andinjnflice^ were 
perpetrated, as fcarcie any other annals-can 
produce. 

An additional excuie^ that niay be 
Hiade for tdie errors of our Englifi kings» 
is the dii&rent treatment whidi they find 
at the begiiiading^ foom what they re- 
ceive 



Digitized 



by Google 



ANl? VfRmNOS QFDr. SWIFT. 3.1 j 

CGvei at the- latter ead of their reigns. , 

At the l)egin9ing, aU ip frnpotknefi^ all 

isr ioy and felicity : but the fmx-ihia: is 

Celdoro of a, vesy Iqag 4w5ati«n. Clouda 

of jealoufy arifc, and the whole ai;mo^ 

%herc of th« eourt is ibon iUkd witb 

nwdous vapottTs^with heartrbunwngs, ani« 

]no4iAies,.aBc^p«jdfonal altercations between 

miiviftejsj whic^ often, aleend tofucfaa 

height, a& even u> rookft the Kbg^ i» 

bis chair of ftate. JDmiirrmt Jcbivi^ pkc-^ 

tuntur regjn^, Thefe are the unhi^apy 

effe^ that jHrOcecdi as I have before ob-. 

ierved^feo*»the!ve?y nobjeft caufe, the 

thirft of liberty. A feee peof^ are con* 

ftaatly jealous, of tiheir rights. A wife 

Jungwitt prsferve tp^the» thofe rights, 

aijui by focb a ma^im. will eflablifti his 

©wn, B«<;^ the great mbteune of 

QUI former Bnglijk princes has-been 

thek ind^l«nt fubiaiflioa to the name, 

without the le^ attempt of difcharg- 

kig the duties of a foverdgn. The 

m 
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life of fuch a prince muft have proved 
inglorioiis to his people, and unhappy 
to himfelf. He mnft have found him- 
ielf only the fecond perfon in his king^ 
dom, nay perhaps the third or fourth : 
the leviathans of power being fetdom, 
if ever, without their coadjutors : and 
in that cafe, it is a point of condefcen- 
fion, to permit their royal mafter to b 
one of the groope. Our Englijh com-* 
mentaries, which are in truth a very me- 
lancholy and a very reproachful hiftory, 
give us many mortifying inftances of this 
kind. I live (b detached from the great 
world} and I keep myfdf at fuch a di- 
ftance from the high commerce of poli- 
tics, that I know little or nothing of the 
prefent times 5 and therefore can only 
inftniQ: you from my reading, and not 
from my experience. Your fate perhaps' 
may lead you to have admittance to the 
facred clofet, or to approach the exalted 
fteps of the thr«ie. If that honour ifr 
inrcferve for you, ufe it in fuch a man- 
ner, 
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ncTy as fhall ihew> that you think your-- 
felf accountable to God« and your coun-* 
try, for every aftiou of your life. Begin 
by conquering your own prejudices, and 
then endeavour to conquer thoie of your 
xnafter. Make him in love with par^ 
liaments, but let thoie parliaments be 
free. Bring him thoroughly acquainted, 
even with the minuteft branch of the 
conftitution. Study his honour. Pre-r 
vent his paffions. Correal his errors. 
Keep England ever uppermoft in your 
thoughts : and coniider the king of En-^ 
gland as bom only for the good of his 
people. Shield him» if poffible, from 
flattery: it is a rock more fatal to 
princes, than Cbarybdis ever was to ma- 
riners. Guide his leifure to manly em^ 
ployments, fuch as may prcferve hina 
from the enervating :delicacies of a courts 
In your public capacity forget your re- 
lations, and your private friends. Know 
none but the friends of your country. 
DeipiTe all dignities that you have not 

more 
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more than thojrcmghly 4efer«d. Ft&t 
iKMfeiftg but your owti coftfcittice. Akii 
tt nothiHg but the profjjerity *f the ftate. 
Remember, thatt Gr^iW fi^ti5w!K is an 
iBand, and that nature, fey <ktachi«g 
it from the cototSneflt, has rendered our 
filuation paniculdfly fottuiiMe: aiid hai 
pointed out to us, in wfeat dement our 
thief ftpength isiiefldned- (Dhcrfflitip* 
cto idl <iecafidns *ur »aval annamefttj 
and fi£dl not to <^pofe your voice againft 
any greater nuttAer of hxA forces than 
are ablblutely necel&ry: 1 had aimoft 
faid, neceflkry for reviews in ItyJe Park^ 
A king, who enjoys the true afieftron 
of his pedj^, win never ftand in itecd 
of foWiers to <lefettd him. He wiB dread 
no tOHJpetitor : he wiH apprehend no do* 
meftic danger. He will diftinguifli which 
of the powers abroad^ are his natural and 
political enemics> and which are fo fi- 
tuated, as to acquire his friendihip and 
alliance. He will attend to the im- 
provement of flie colonies in the fF^fi 

Indies, 
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tfiBes, tJoA to Ihc dHFerent brandies bT 
trade that ihay fafdfy and w&ly ht encdtt^ 
raged in thb-tftfee dafb:«nt kihgdoms. 

Ymi find, my Hamilton, 'fliat I fup* 
pofe your ima^naryfoverdgntrapaMextf 
tecemng'inftruftitMi, and ;»« -of ^ivii^ 
k. But far "be it from me to wifli yotl 
fcofe 'only com&lfoi-, t)r ^to ejfprds myf^ 
More properly) his folc minifter; onfr, 
who draws "every lliihg ^wttiin 'flievortet- 
ofMs^QWrt'iKwer J who isat once adniH 
iraft, generjdi treaSfurer, ardASSfhop, j»dg^ 
and^et^etnal le^iflator. ■ "Slich a land bt 
ma^flrate is o^otis ik> the En^rfh xxk^ 
ftittidon. 

IffitttnAe twoliotffes t)f parlSattieWt 
yon feparate, t» \i«ithdi^w the Kmg, the 
^ovcnnnenft wiu remain m cne fol'jfn 
*f -a repnblic, where tvery man3ias Hfe 
part afftottcd to Wm, and is to co-optt^ 
^h the reft, pr the 'beneiHt of ^ Tccflfec- 
ttve body of the people. What then fe 
iflre «Lmg> Only the firft and chief mf- 
^ftrate, whb afts in ^' fuperior dtgtefe 

to 
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to the reft. All dignities^ all honours 
flow from the crown. Such a power 
alone, exdufive of every other, will give 
a prince fufficient authority throughout 
tdl his dominions: bujt he :has many 
more pr^ogatives. He has the glori** 
ous privilege of pardoning offences, and 
rewarding great actions : while the odi^ 
ous, or at leaft the reluctant parts of 
jurifdidion, fuch as puniihm^t, and 
condenmation, are allotted to his offi* 
cers : to hxmfelf alone is left the god-- 
like power o£ mercy and forgivenefs, 
from hence perhaps, kings have thought 
themfelves reprefentatives of God* Would 
to GojD, they thought th^mfelves re- 
prefente^ives of the people. The hyf 
indeed, generoufly looks upon the King 
as incapable of doing wrong. Of what 
pernicious coniequence therefore m\ift be 
the interpofition of a (ingle man between 
Ae King and the people 1 How much 
muft he eclipfe his mailer's glory, and 
the profperity of the ftate ! His fituatioa 

will 
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will neceflarily make him afl in an arbi- 
trary mamier. He is anfwerable to the 
laws s and^ if his orders are difputed, 
he is unhinged ; if they are difobeyed, he 
is undone, unlefs he has artfully brought 
his adverfaries to a greater degree of 
corruption than himfelf, and, in that 
cafe. But having already finifhed 

my moft material obfervations upon the 
life and writings of the Dean of St. 
Patrick's, I muft remember the 
boundaries bf a letter, and confider that 
it is time to draw towards an end, I 
ori^ally chofe the topic, my deareft 
Hamilton, becaufe few charafters eould 
have afforded fo great a variety of faults 
and beauties. Few men have been more\ 
known and admired, or more envied \ 
and cenfured, than Dr. Swift. From ' 
the gifts of nature, he had great pow- 
ers } and from the imperfe6lion of hu- 
mamty, he had many failings. I always 
confidered him as an AbJlraSi and Brief 
<bront€k gf tkc times : no man being het-^ 
Z ter 
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ten acquainted inridx human natm, botfa 
in the l^heft« and in the loweft foenes 
of life. His friends and ooixv^ndents 
were the greateft and moft eminent mm 
of the age. The (ages ci antiquity 
were often the companiona of lus dofetj 
and although he induftrioufly avcuded 
an (Mentation of learning, and genendly 
chofe to draw his materials from Ins own 
flore, yet Ins knowle^ in the ancient 
authors evidently appbars from, the 
ftrength cf his fentmicnts, and ^ cial^ 
^c corre£lnefs of bis flyle. 

You mufl: have obfoved, my dca» 
ferny that I could not fubmnt to be con* 
fined with^ th« narrow limits of bccgtv 
l^cal memokis. I have gone SMo a 
more extenfive fields and, in my pfOx 
grefs, I w^ I may have ^own oat 
fiich hints, as fliall tmsA to fcwm ydo^ 
mind to virtue and learnings fte nl^^ 
mate end e^ all my vri£t^esy said all mf 
csffcs. Heaven grant, mjr HAA«fr©», 
tbdt X m^ di^M^ {fcm ycfu- the hmcm 

which 
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which Horace pays to his father, 
{Infuevit pater hoc me^ utfugerem exemplis 
'vitiorum t^c.) when you drop a filial 
tear over the grave of 

Tour moji effeSiionate Father ^ 
your Jincereft Friendy and 
your happy Companion 
Auguji 28, 1751, ORRERY. 
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